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are; by which we cannot un. 
Jerſtanid es than that he Was exerciſed with 
lande erm bodily A Halen for his kum | 
Hation:. And this may help to explain wha 
| n happens: to thoſe who belong to 
Aan inferior: State, according to their more 
| reinate: or nearet Approaches to this. reſpee- 
n ee db enn ed Ge 
Intervals ſucceeded by Eits of Heavineſs and 
glogmy Overcaſis, hence their Complaint 
of Ariditics,: Deſertians, c. which People 
of a moderate: Experience in the divine 
Life cannot be. unacquainted | with, tho 
many, for want of Light into the Methods 
and Reaſons of God's Dealings with Souls, 
are apt to be ttoubled above Meaſure upon 
tzheſe Occaſions, as tho ſome ſtrange thing 
haf happened , unto thi nant +a 
not | ring, that tbe ſame Afflict 
eee bee, ebe 1 
that they are ſent, after they have ſuffered 
a. chile, [to perſoct iſtabliſh, Hrepgven 
ſettle them... +1804 Sanin 8. 1404 9 
. he proper to obſerve berg that 
dhe Way ta any good Degree af Perfection 
in the divine Life lies through great Mor- 
4 e and Self. denial: Some think it 
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; ha chan Souls, * e 40 b Abſence 
$7 of ſpiritual Comfort; at others 
tranſported with grateful ee of 
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and as to the latter, he reſolves it into Enthu- 

ſiaſm, © a kind of Drunkenneſs (theſe are his 
Words). filling and intoxicating the Brain 
e with the heated Fumes of ſpirituous Par- 


„highly 


the divine Love and Favour, and filled with 


great Joy and Peace in believing... Nov 
he can ſee nothing more in Ae than the 


common Effects reſulting from the Mect 


| niſm of the aims wennn Phe F orce 


of Diſtemper and bodily Diſorder, ſays 
« he, will account for ſuch dark and diſcon- 
< ſolate Thoughts” (in the former Caſe; 3) 


* ticles.” And in order to compleat his 


| Parallel betwixt / thoſe two States of the 
Mind and a common Debauch, he adds: 


ce No ſooner do the Inebriation and Inca- | 
< leſcence go off, but a ſinking of the Spi- 


© rits, a Coldneſs and Dullneſs take — 


£ and the lower is the Depreſſion in Propor- | 


c tion to the preceding Elevation! 


How ſhall we anſwer ſuch . of | 


Pee Things without Rebuke! What 
| ſhall we ſay, when. one who owns himſelf a 


ann is not aſhamed to reflect ſo diſ- 
5 grace 
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racefully on religious Matters! Let 8 
poſe then (if ſuch be his Cl . 
vne under his Charge ſhould apply o him 
for Direction and Comfort under great Diſ 
refs of Mind 5. complaining of uncommon 
Abatements of the Love ef God in — 
Soul, and of great Deadneſs in-Prayer; tha 
he took no Satisfaction in the Way of Ordii 
wanets 0d eee uſual but on be con. 
religions Exerciſes; and a total | InſenGbilit 
of Comfort from them. Would he tell 
ſuch, a one that he ought to make no: acesunt 
of theſe things; that it was all owing to 
the ſink ing of the animal Spirits, and thi 
he might find his Relief from riding out 
or cheerful Company, only taking in the 

Paroxyſin of wy eee (as he is MT to 


Perſon were ſo e receive Benefi 
from ſome Ee his Diſcourſes, 5 we Troy 
4 4 pole any ſuitable to ſurhen 
Ca) a0 ſhould come to-than 

Toftfurnent of his Conſelatisn/-evling hin 
witha], that the Clöu on ANCHE 1 nter. 
2 cepte #:tiis LiphFhnd Cem 

8 that he-no onger 0 doub 
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Hope, and his Soul Ad — a ret 
freſhing Senſe of the divine Love and 
Goc Ae —— — 


vyou t for ndert you and me 
« I-roay — with vou) it 1s nothin 
* but a Fit" 1 be mg a kind 
* your Brain with thei rn — of 

< ſpirituous Particles, and when the Tr 
45 briation and Incaleſcence are gone of, 
e the following Depreſſion: will be in Fro 
«« portio-to! your preſent Elevation 
nn _ eee and States of he 


Motion, . one — 
Chriffti 2 ſubjected to the Laws of a 
mechanic Philoſophy,” and therefore no 
wonder chat he-treats the Belief of all u- 
pernatural Influences upon Man, wht 
Divine or D abolical, with ſuch An Air f 
un as particularly where he banters 
1643234, fs 8 * 


«Fs 
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Belief of being poſſeſſed by evil Spirits, 
ecommending a L Doſe of Phyſic to the Pati- 
ben as the beſt Dæmonifuge. The Fathers; bf 
the Church held theſe Caſes in more aw 
ful Conſideration: They appealed to the 
Roman Court for the Truth of the Matter *, 
and challenged a Trial of their Power 
eaſt evil Spirits out of the Poſſeſſed, not by 
Manna or Senna, but by the all powerful 
Name of Chriſt: And ſhould this Author 
be ever ſo unhappy as to be troubled With 
10 foul a Gueſt, he will know of a Truth, 
that his cleanſing muſt be effected by 
very different kind of Cathartic —— 2 
Which he ſo ludicrouſly preſcribes. 
But he has found out the — 
to account, as from a Principle, for all theſe 
Enthuſiaſtic Irregularities and Variations in 
the T emper, and that is, from a complexio- 
nal Melancholy; and he refers che Reader to 
Dr. Henry More's Treatiſe on Enthuſiaſm. 
No the Doctor in that Work profeſſedly 
treats of the falſe Enthuſiaſm, or that rank- 
ed here under the Diſtinction of Malignant, 
and diſtinguiſhes in the very ſame Work 
betwixt that Species of it, and what he 
ges Tortallian, Lagantius, and other Apologilts. , 
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aſm of nei Souls, as obſerve 
He allows a complexional Melanche . 
the Bottom of both, eee of much — Hh 
the former, as of much Good in the latter 
Caſe, nay he paſſes a er Encomium on 
this particular Temperament, as being 
greatly helpful to ©* rouſe the Soul from its 
* ſpiritual Lethargy; to put it upon ſuſpect- 
© ing its State of falſe Peace, to ſtir it up 
© to Self- examination and Circumſpection, 
to guard againſt Levity and fooliſh Fe, fling. 
and to prepare faithful and obedient 8ouls 
for the Work of true mme eee and 
the Influxes of the Holy Spirit. It is 
very plain, from the Quotations — given 
from the Doctor, that he was no Enemy 
to Enthuſiaſm, properly ſo called, nay, he 
freely confeſſes, that he had a Tincture of it 
himſelf; his Works ſhew it ; and it was 
this divine Fire that gave Wings to his Soul, 
and ann to his 1 carryin 


| oi Rules of — which aſl ack 
better thoſe minute Critics who ſit RE: 
their Phraſes and turning their 
than Perſons of his — Genius: 
And yet vhen we ſay, that this great Man 


3 ve Sea. e Kalte his large Note e on that Seien in in 
, 2 at the End of the Diſſertation. * Edition. | 
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at times Fell-ſho t of himſelf, and that tiie 
Freedom of his Spirit in ſome Inftanoes 
was contracted: into ſomething of a narrow | 
— we only ſay, that he was a Man. 
J here take my Leave of this Author at 
preſent with referring the Reader to the lxiii? 
and lxivt Sections of his Scholia in Enthufraſe. 
mum Triumpbatum, for the Commendations 
vrhich he there gives to a true Enthuſiaſm, 
and for the Uſefulneſs which he aſcribes 0 
rie Melancholy in the divine Life. 
Melancholy is generally conſidered as a 
/Diſlemper: of 'the Mind, whereas” it only 
becomes ſuch through an Exceſs of it in the 
animal Oeconomy, it being one of thoſe four 
Complexions which diſtinguiſh che human 
Conſtitution. The animal Body of Man is 
compounded of the four Elements, anſwer- 
ing to the four Complexions, and the animal 
Spirit may be called a Quinteſſence or fifth 
Eſſence. Now according as one or other of 
theſe four Elements predominates in Man, 
ſo is he denominated” Choleric, Melancho- 
y, Phlegmatic, or Sanguine; and from the 
particular Craſis or Mixture of theſe — 
dient Principles ariſes his natural Diſpc | 
Genius, Sc. Thus he that has mof 
in his Compoſition, which is the choleric 
- Complexion, is more prone to e and 
Pride 


| — aan if. iT tak 
concerning: Religion. mix 
rament it is apt to . out in a furious 
perſecuting Zeal, for, if it be nat well 
qualified with the Water of Life, the Devil 
has great Power over it, and it is eaſily ſet 
on Fire of Hell, as the Words: and A- 
tions of People under eee of _ . 
ſionate Anger too 2 a 


> The Ganga; — 
inconſtant; Hence parry different 
Tempers obſervable in Men, as alſa what 
we commonly call conſtitutional es 
and Vices, (the Sin that ſo ti 
Pe ng wn the ene 6 the Complei- 
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J from whence ts its Birth) 
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— — tinged by the Co 1 
the Glaſs that tranſmits it: And mne wilt" 
account for that Variety of Appearances and 
Diſpoſitions in which Religion manifeſts it- 
ſelf in the beſt of Men under a great Diver- $f 
fity of Talents, Inclinations, and 3 . 
as in the active and retired Chri/tian, the 
meek and the couragious, the reſerved and 
the communicative; for the religious Prin- 
ciple doth not ſo much alter and change the f 
Complexion, (tho! it goes a great way to- 
wards it in ſome, by giving to it Conſiſtency 
and Fixedneſs) as it qualifies, corrects, and 
purifies it; and perhaps this is what we are 
to underſtand by the Sanctification of our 
Bodies, not of the groſs en eee n = 


1 — to believe, by what is ad al 
Paul's breathing out Threatnings and 
Slaughter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, 
and of his being exceedingly mad — 10 


but ſanctiſied it: His Zeal was ardent botn 
before and after, but here la y.t ie: Diffe- 
e | ; rence: 


„ one wi ance 1 aturat-  - 
Fire or lis nd Impetus, in rae: — holy 
Zeal for God and Souls, under the Direction 
and Influence of divine Light and Love: 55 
St. Jobn perhaps had all his Light and more 
than all his Love, but not ſo high a aa 
gree of fervent Zeal. Now what ſhould 
we ſay of any one that ſhould go about to 
explain the 3 Zeal and — of theſe 
great Apoſtles from a natural Elevation 55 
the animal Spirits, or the heated Fumes any 
rarified Particles? We; could not, 1 WJ 
Way le, than that ſuch chemical Reaſoning | 
ill accounts for Chriſtian: Graces. Had 
the Author who ſays ſuch Things been a 
pyſtic Writer, and ſpoken of ſpiritual Ine- 
briation, after the Manner * thoſe. Me : 
thors, we could well have borne with him, 
but it plainly appears that he had no Notion - 
of that, any otherwife then as a fit . | 
of Banter, and therefore could only 2 
of it in Deriſion. Let us hear the divine 
Macarius deſcribing the Elevations ke 
Der eaten of ſpiritual Perſons in a dr 
— ng fo ſerious aSubj jet, and like a Man 


rice, in the, following Bam from . 
wie „Hen where he aſcribes them . 
the 
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. the C nien eb 4 Spirit "ey God in 
e holy Souls. At certain Times they are 
* elated as at a Royal Banquet, and re. 
te joiee with Gladneſs and Joy unſpeakable; 
at others, as the Angels, light and agil, 
** and as it were free from all Incumbrance 
„ * f theſe material Vehicles: and at othet 
J 1 e Times, like Men overcome with Drink, 
T _ << exhilarated-+ and even intoxicated with: the 
. Spirit. At othet Seaſons they are ſunk 
4 into Grief and Lamentation for all Man- 
1 kind, interceding for the whole Stock of 
„Adam, and taking up a wailing and -weep- 
hs for it: Then again ſo inflamed with 
the Joy and Love of the Spirit, that, if 
it were poſſible, they would ſnatch up 
1 every Man into their Boſom, : Some- 
„ times they are humbled ſo far below every 
1 s other Perſon in Self. abaſement, that they 
<© think themſelves inferior to and leſs than 
«all: At others, they reſemble a ſtrong 
Man, who comes forth · in Royal Armour 
to the Battle, and valiantly overeomes his 
Enemies, Gc. So very various is the Way 
“of the Spirit in conducting the Soul 
to God, ſometimes refreſhing her, and 
ſometimes trying and exerciſing; her, 3 
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C ſo the may be preſented pure © d pete 


to our heavenly Father,” 
In a word To go about to a 


adden for ſpiritual Effects from the 


ſole Agency of material and mechanical 


ST SL 


Caaſes, and thereby to -exclude the divine 


| Spirit from the Work of Religion in Man, 
argues great Ignorance in the true Nature of 


things, nay it is more than Gartefiun' Infide- 


lity, and borders upon Atheiſm: If therefore 


ve would ſpeak philoſophically upon Re- 
| ligious Subjects, we muſt know ſomething 


of the - ſpiritual World, that ſo we may be 
able in part to conceive how the Good or 
the Evil Spirit in Conjunction with the Soul 


acts in and through Man's Animal Nature, 
according to the Laws of his material 8y- 
ſtem: And this Knowledge, as far as it 
goes, will help to explain the Connexion of 


the Soul with the Body through the Media- 
tion of the Animal Spirit, and alſo aceount 


for à great Variety of Matters in experi- 


mental Divinity: But this muſt be from 
the ſame Light which: gives us the ſpiritual - 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, and even in 

the moſt illuminated will be knowing but 
in Part; and ſeeing as through a Glaſs dark- 
* in 5 NINE" of * Imperfection; 
| how- 
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however, it may well be called Day-light 
if compared to the Darkneſs of the natural 
unenlightened Man, who, as ſuch, cannot 
know the Things of the Spirit of God, 
but will account them Fooliſhneſs. Thro 

want of ſome degree of Knowledge as to the 
Communictaion betwixt ſpiritual and -mate- 
rial Nature it is, that our Syſtems of Philo- 
ſophy in general are ſo very defective, and 
rather leaning to Infidelity ; and hence pro- 
bably may have proceeded that well known 
Reproach caſt upon Phyſicians, for that 
being led by the Study of their Profeſſion in- 
to a more intimate. Acquaintance with the 
phyſical Cauſes and Operations of the Ani- 
mal Oeconomy, many of them, either 
through want of Faith, or want of Know- 
ledge in ſpiritual Nature, have miſtaken ſe- 
cond Cauſes for the firſt, and ſo by reſting 
there, have ſtopt ſhort of God. Sure it is, 
that true Divinity and true Philoſophy are 
never at variance, but on the contrary, 
When rightly. underſtood, are mutually 
helpful to each other: And yet after all we 
— allow, that the neareſt way to God is 
by Faith, Hope, and Charity, and that 
theſe far ſurpaſs, and will do more for us, 
than the Knowledge of the higheſt Myſte-' 


1 ries. 
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1. This. —— all Pu Complexion is | beſt fit- 
hk for, receiving and retaining religious Im- 


preſſions, as being the moſt ſtable and ſeri- 


ous, and, if properly qualified with the San- 
guine, is perhaps the moſt perfect and amia - 
ble of the four: Vet this, like the others, has 
its Dangers and Temptations, for by Rea- 


ſon of original natural Corruption the evil 


Spirit has Acceſs. to the Soul through this 


er to return to he en oh Melan- | 


Neſt 


likewiſe, none but the Lord of Life having 


ever been able to ſay. — He hath no Part 
ein me.” That Melancholy will operate 


very powerfully in. Perſons of this -om- 


plexion in the Religious as well as any other 


Character, ſometimes driving. them to Deſ- 
pair, and in ſome Inſtances ending in Mad- 


neſs, ſtands confeſſed Hence the Undiſcern- 
ing are apt to ran to Exceſs in Religion, or to 


what Dr. 7. rapp. calls being Righteous: OVer- 
much, whereas the true Cauſe is m radi- 


cal Evil, or vicious Exceſs in the Complexi- 
on, and therefore Madneſs in thisCaſe is tobe 
accounted for in the fame way that we-ac- 
count for Phrenzy, Lunacy, or 1diocy in any 
Temperaments : and we 
may. with as. goof Reaſon. blame: the Sun 
for 


other of the four 


Age 
. 


=” as Dn theſe Eifeds to- R -lipton, 
" whitht is well calculated toicorreSalk Did 
der of the: Paſons, and to-ſettle the Mindin ; 
Tranquillity, Peace, and Comfort, The pri. 
mary and fundamental Doctrin s of the Got. 
pel are, firſt, that of Original Sin, or our. luſt, 
undone State by 8 but this Diſeaſe] 

e ad a as it is in itſelf; finds 
its Remedy in that dedemption Which wy 
32 2 juſtified! before God. by a 
Works or Deſervings of our own: But 
: . here we are relieved from our Iimpo- 
= amn aa Miſery/by the: Og that 
| ſufficient: coo. us. dini thin: Necedſiy 
of a ſpiritual Birth of a divine Life in the 
very Eſſence of our Souls, in order to which 


there is * 1 __ for 


that to as ee. will Hides, He 
cc, will e mern to become a - 


1 what — — are wen e to haue 7 
0 on different Perſons, according | 
f feferico" de their Stat 


— 


u Spirit 0 in Truht e 
0 f he can be moved from his falſe 
| Foundations, will here learn the Vanity of 
6 going about to eſtabliſt His oony Righteouls 
= LH and de drivers to ſeek and ſue for that 
| igh arts gre 2 — — 


hele forth 3 in " Law, m- 


n 


convince both the oc 


: 7 9 a wo | 5 . 


eouſeſs "and. this by break 
tenneſ my — that are wit 
8 manifeſt the Purity and 40 n 18 
' God's Nature, and the Impurity and Sin 
Auel Man's N ature; by ſnew ng 
Fes ion of God's e and the: — 


Heart- ta ts Sins of the Life, and 0 
Tringing) into Judgment. Now it may ſo 
happen, that the ſame Terrors and Denun- 
ciations which are needful to pluck ſome as 
F. te- brands out of the Burni ing. _ be 


Melancholy. into 0er Matter of heir Der 

pair; nay into ſuch a kind of it — 
ptove incurable, notwithſtanding the mo 
flibful Applications both of the DO: an 
ſpiritual" Phyſician; but this mme pre 
vent, any more than ſom obſtinat 
porn to the 


Diſtempers 
the Law and the Goſpel 
according to God's Appoir 
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nition. | This was certainly. the" Cale o 
HI in | that Day: of 0 N on * 


— 25 his — when he had 
no Reſt in his Bones by Reaſon of his | 
begin, and all God's: Storms: went over 
him!“ The fame is well underſtood in 
one degree or other by every 2 

Chriſtian; and others would do well to be- 
ware how they ridicule or ſpeak lightly of 
ſuch diſtreſſing Perplexities <= far better 
would it be for them that they were in th 
ſame Condition. Too many thens are who 
being entirely ignorant in this way of God's 
ä dealing with Souls take upon them the 
Office of Adviſers,” and ſo are apt in Ca- 
ſes of this Nature to-preſcribe improper 
liefs and falſe Comforts; they are for heal- 
ing the Wound before it is ſearched and 
| — which cauſes it to ulcerate the 
i e, not conſidering that this is not a Diſ- 
oh isto be got rid of at any rate, and 
the ſooner the better, but a State whak ; 15to 
be-pafled through, figured byithe Journ 
ing of the — through the Wi 
from / an. The Soul is here ; 
5 in 


hat the Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from thaFe- 
ther and'the$on, may ſanct 


—.— Fr Office. upon d Aini- 
; r to lead 5 0 «Girl, in 


tion. Theſe Perſons then are not mad, us 
the World ſuppoſes. batireturniog;: Sinners 
g to their right Mind,. as the prodigal 
Son. is: aid to have come ta himſelf iwhen = 
he became ſenſible of bis F Ny and was 
brought to Repentanee: They! are under 
the I gs of Were eee e 
the Son. may ent them to his Father 
cleanſed and redeemed; by his Blood, and 
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Dun: eie Poopla, holy. in a an 
i — if this muſt be called Madneſs. der 1 
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upon Kign 75 

the thin se right, O ye Sons of Men! 
Turn your yes to the great Bedlam of the 
World, where its Votaries are — ied 
at fucks rate after Folly and Riot, 
Invention is Aueh to att Conlcient 
aſleep,” r are "rocking 


Eyes,-1 by * 
Trick th Pair: 


| x of Mammonits, oY ö 


: . de dee ol | in . 
n 25 N Miſery,” 


Ran 4 2 . a eſp ec 5 
thtough Mockery and Deriſion 
Bleſſedneſs and Glory? e weer 
the Number of the infatuatet cannot 
heſitate a moment to reſolve 75 Queſtion: 
1 an Wl jom is-juſt ” d of ns 
ne bers the longer öl 0 on dhe Sa Jo * 
:xperiences, Il: becauſe all traeRe-: 
ion ike both begin and end hers, as ber 
une of our Theglagical' Writers 
/-upon' theſs/Matthw: ud ibefeldee, 
unn ſome lay down excellent Rules fort 
ractical Life, enforee the Obligations te! 
regular and decent Diſcharge of all the Parte 
of external Worſhip, or imbue the Mind 


with ſound and wholeſome Doctrides, let 
others be permitted, ac rding e 


Length of their Line, to launch but ; 
into the Deep, and there let down their Net 
for a Draught: Thus, whilſt ſome are id. 
ſtructed in the Principles,” or Rudiments, 
of the DoQrine of C rh, and others 6 
led: on unte Perfection: Whilſt we deal 
out Milk to Babes, ſtrong Meat to thoſe 
* are * riper Age, and ſpeak the Wif: © 

g 3 85 d. 


ud 
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dom of God in 4 Myſtery to them that are 

perfect, ie Whole Roch is edißed in Loe, 
and every Man hath Praiſe of Gd. 
| "It is yery certain that the 1 dart bi 

y Age and Place have ſtopt ſhort of the 
Truth and Subſtance, by reſting in the Out- 
ä ſide of Thi ings; and therefore St. Paul, that 
great Preacher of inward and ſpiritual Reli- 
gion, takes much Pains both with Jew and 
Gentile to convince them of their groſs Ig- 
norance and Error in this Particular; for if 
the latter were in general ignorant of the 
true God, the former worſhipet Him not 
in Spirit and in Truth: if the latter bowed 
don to Stocks and Stones, the former ido- 
| Hized- Ko of Worſhip inſtead of 
Worſhipin od, through their Forms; 
and ſo a ps finned and come ſhort of the 
Glory of God. The "Jews eſteemed them. 
ſelves the Choſen, the Temple of the 
Lord, and the Seed of the Covenant, and 
they pleaded the ir Circumciſion, their Prieſt- 

hood, their Temple- ſervices, and their Or- 
dinances of divine Inſtitution as the Marks 
of their Election: And a peculiar People 
they certainly were, and choſen to diſtin- 
1 guiſhed Fibbiry: and Privileges,” but no 
| 2 otherwiſe elected to Salvation than as they 


f conti 


e\ 


Light and 16 of God; © 78S, was nota 
2 — whikhaqworoantEn | dly, neither was 
Circumciſion which Was outward in 
« the Fleſh; but he was a ei which was 
< one; inwardly, and Circumciſion was that 
| 1 of the Heart, in the Spirit and not in the 
Letter the outward. Ordinance, repre- 
ſenting to them that Corruption of our Na- 
ture by original gin which was to be cut off 
and renounced, and that they were to be a 
ſpiritual People, holy to the Lord, and 
Fe: born again, not of Hs Will of the ge 
© nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 
And here we cannot but lament amon 
the many ſad Effects of the Fall, its having 
introduced ſuch Groflneſs and Darkneſs into 
the Mind of Man, that it f hardly elevates 
itſelf - to the | Conſideration of heavenly 
Things. From this Propenſity to Matter 
and Semſe, Idolatry firſt took its Riſe — Men 


wanted Objects of Worſhip that they could 


ſee with their bodily Eyes, on ſo ere the 
Hoſt of Heaven, or Images of their.own 
making: And hende it is that among thoſe 
ho ptofeſs to to worſhip the true God ſo 
many are ech r up with what is ex- 
ternal in Religion: See what Manner of 
3 N 8 1 3 Stones 8 


ee there is an oc = Wart voi 
Reliic ber aeg Spiet-af 
Wim, that por vot ; fer it is wot. 
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may — a 15 Show. in be Reds 5d 
Yocure:us the Reputation of learned; Men 
but unleſs the Spirit give an affecting and 
ſying Inter pretation of them, ey will be but 
ag a ſealed Book tous in Things pertaining ta 
Sad. St Poul diſelaims all human Knowledge 
and Self Ability, conſidered ſepatately from 
the divine Teachings of the. Spitit, as inſuffi- 
cient for the Work of the Miniſtry > Our 
« Sufficiency, ſays be, is of God, he 
** hath made us able Miniſters of the New 

«Teſtament, not of. the Lame tel, . 5 


— he | - Theſe, N 
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we 
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pread wider nor Anke, deeper hats fit e. : 
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fats ie Pecs vin — 1 the. 
Mouths of - Turks and Infidels: Nay, are 
not the Proviſions made by p puüblick "Ap. 

S117 pointment' 5 
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 fow in many Caſes. 18 a. eſs | than 
Remedy2! What hall wefay af ales Soph 
ſtication of Wares and Metchandize,” and 
other Frands in Trade commonly | 


And lady, what duell we 7 of 8 
tion of Manners ſo borrid and worſe than 


heatheniſh, that the very Savage Indians of 
America are afraid to ſuffer their Children 
to converſe with certain Europeans leſt they 
ſhould be debauched by them v. Muſt not 
that be a falſe Charity that caſts its Mantle 
5 8 ſuch n ational Sins as theſe? Muſt not 
that Zeal for Religion have loſt both its 
Name and Nature that can be filent here 

L.aaſtly, it is from a Revival of the Spirit 

of true tee! in the Hearts of Men 
alone that we can hope to. ſee Peace reſto- 
red on Earth among the divided Churches 
of r iſtenaum. Whilſt Religion reſides 
only in the We Part of Wer. i n 
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better than“ that hired:kind of-Dogle — 2 
wrabgles at the Bar. whether/it rails in the 


in che 8ynod, er wilde 


and "ſenioal Divindty 2s of thid Sort. 
the e pan — 8 


yy Miles; and 
operates by Pureneſ 
Love urifeighed. Aa Pay Spirit, we il | 
it be in Religion or Polities, proceeds fro 
Littleneſs of Mind and Narrowneſe of 
Heart; and it puts out both the Eye of the 
Judgment and the Eye of Charity! and. ſo 
hinders us from ſeeing the brighteſt Excel- 
lence in our Neighbour: that is not j juſt as 
high or low as ourſelves, as Theard a Man 


of Learning once ſay that he could not al- | 


low : Melton's Paradiſe L to be a: good 
Book, - becauſe written by an Oliverian. | 
But the Chr tian knows no ſuch. Strait- 
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2 De Sin an Di: 1 being 
Ssxx. I. God in this, or that Place, or Way, but it 
; mpg be more fof his Honour, 2 the « Good 
of his Church, that we be ordered to ſome f 
her Poſt or art: Thus Paul and Tin ry 

were forbidden to preach, the Word i in A 
ia, and when they eſfayed to go from My- 

fie into Bithynia, the Spirit ſuffered them 
not, for the Lord had appointed them to 
preach the Word in 2 Learn 
hence, that we muſt not think of being our 
own Maſters, even in our beſt 1 

but diveſt ourſelves of all Self- will, and 
offer them up in Prayer to God for Direction, 

and then we need not doubt but that ſuch 
Notices will be imprefled upon our Minds 
odr ſuch providential: Occurrences caſt in out 
Way, as will determine us ta act. in ſuch 4 
_—— will Wee 2 the INE any 
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_ defire this. or that good Act qr Office, 
* Tar Paul hog meme ee 


ja may onthe erer —— 
thgether with zou by the mutual: Faith hoh 
1 22 one Me. as 4 „hom art thou 
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A 1 
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ſhamed of the. Gee a+: al 
1 from that perſecuting Saul, Wwhosa zx. I. 
a little before breathed out Threatnings and” 
Slaoghter againſt the Diſciples of the Holy | 
Jeſus ! 80 powerful is both the conſtrain- 

ing and reſtraining. Grace of Chriſt to change 

the Rage of Lions into the Meekneſs of 
Lambs, and to turn all our Hatred into 
Love! We ſee then, that the Motive of the | 
| Apoſtle's earneſt Deſire to ſee and be pre- © 2 
ſent with the. Faithful, to whom he Goda po] 
W this Epiſtle, was not to paſs his Time with 
them merrily, in the way of what is now 
generally under ſtood by good F ellowſhip, ; 
nor to live upon them at Free- coſt; nothing 
of this kind was in his view; he ſought not 
theirs but them; not their temporal: o00 
Things, but their ſpiritual Welfare, to build 
them up in: th the Faith by a. holy Converſa- | 
tion, to inſtruct and encourage them 1 in the 

| Knowledge and Practice of the Chriſtiaa 
Life, and to give and receive Conſolation, 
mutually by comparing what great Things 
the Lord had done for their Souls. And 
O that there were more of theſe edifying 7 
Communications amongſt us now-2-days- 
When. we We How. might e 
godly Conferences, and be ale to fay at 95 
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© we 


. Sir and Bode; of heing 


Sex. I End of every Viſit, It is good ae a 
"been here !—But to proceed. 
St. Paul's delaying to viſit the Brethre: 
at Rome, occaſioned by his miniſterial 1 
bours in other Places, gave Oceaſion, as i 
ſeems, to ſome among them to repreſent i 
AS the Effect of Fear, for Rome was at that 
Time the Capital City of the World; thi 
ther reſorted the Philoſophers and Learned 
from all Parts, there the Great and Wealthy 
ved in Pomp and Pleaſure, and there the 
Tyrant Nero kept his Court: Such di 
couraging Circumſtances ſome might think 
ſufficient to deter even an Apoſtle from 
preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the ſelf. 
denying Doctrines of his Religion in ſuch i 
Place; but in thinking ſo they betrayed 
their Tenorance of St. Paul, and the Spirit 
He was of, for neither the Oppoſition of 
the Learned and Great Ones of the Earth, 
neither Bonds nor Impriſonments, nor even 
Death itſelf had any thing in them to be 
feard by him, who cbunted not his Lift 
dear unto himſelf, fo that be might finiſh bi 
Courſe with Joy, and the Minifiry which le 
bad received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſti fy 4 
Gael of the Grace of God. But whethe 
was to obviate a — that af right 205 
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- aſbamed * the. Goſpel. || 


him, eien bye: the. idee of ene or 
was widy: on b as on every Sr Oc- 


caſion, to give ſufficient Proof of his being 


an undaunted Workman, to whom the Lord 


had given the Spirit not of Fear but of 


Power, 5 declares. as follows ITE As much a8 


“ in me is, I am ready to preach the Goſ-- 


ce pel to you that are at Rome alſo; for I am 


ce not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Cbriſt, for 
« it is the Power of God unto Salvation to 


e every; one that believeth. As if he had 


ſaid, Do not aſcribe my delaying to come 


«unto you to any Fear or Shame in me of 


e preaching Cbriſt erueified in your great 
5 City, the boaſted M iſtreſs of the World 87 
* for however: the Doctrine of the Croſs 
may be deſpiſed, or rejected by the wiſe 
e and great Ones of this V 
there are many in that Metropolis, yet I 
am ſo far from being aſhamed of it, that 
<< it is my Rejoicing and Glory, for it is 
©. the Power of God unto Salvation: I have 
* „ the convincing and conyett- | 


ing Powet of it in myſelf, and it is equal-/ 


* 15 8 to ny ag the ſame Effects, 


{in | all that hear it, with a Diſpoſiti 
Tt a: B * 
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orld, of which 
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Or to esel a Charge already formed Sale * 


6 The Sin and Doge of- "OR = 


Suan. I. 4e to receive it; and therefore truſting 
in that Almighty Saviour, whoſe Mi- 
“ niſter J am, that He will give the 
fame Efficacy and Succeſs to the Word 
e of his Grace as heretofore; as much as 
«in me is, as far as I am left at Liberty, 
and not elſewhere employed by my Lord; 
* I am ready to preach the Kea peaks to vou 
wy "hat are at Namie open ; 


$4 * 


1 ſhall fr ſpeak brief on the Power of | 
| Goſpel Salvation; and 
Second,” On the Danger a and Sin of be- 
10 nen = it. . 
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By the Goſpel of Crit 18 N meant 
the great Subject of Goſpel Doctrine, or 
Man's Redemption by Te efus Cbri. And 
this does confeſſedly carry in it moſt evident 
Signatures of divine Power, both in its ex- 

ternal and internal Miniſtration; nay every 
thing leading to it, and preparing the World 
for it, was an Apparatus ſtampt with the 
Image and Superſcription of Omnipotence, 
in every Part of the amazing Oeconomy: 
What Viſions, what Voices, what Prophe- 
cies, what extraordinary Providences, what 
* Miracles, declared, foretold, and 
N uſhered 


ho. Joo. * ann 8 
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Man 7 — intliy — 
with Meanneſs and Mortality, (for human 
Nature in its beſt Eſtate is but Diſgrace. 
and the Difference betwixt its higheſt and 
loweſt, chough much to our childiſh Con- 
ceptions, is nothing to God) yet fee: bere 
the Power of the Creator manifeſted eſſen- 
tially in the Weakneſs of the Creature. An- 
gels proclaim the Advent of the Infant King. 
and Wiſe· men from the Eaſt; by: heavenly 
Direction, fall down and worſhip: him WhO 
was no leſs the Light of the Gentilks, than 
the Glory of his People rael. How high, 


* 


how low, how rich, how poor, how lit- 
tle, howy great, is this wonderful Perſon! 
In him Extremes are reconciled; in him 


Contradiction and Oppoſition unite; God 
comes down to Man, Man is exalted to 
God ; the Enmity between the two Natures 
is ſlain, and in him is laid the Foundation 
of Love, univerſal Love. Olory to God 


in the Higheſt for Peace reſtored on Earth, 


and for Good-will towards Men! Let us 
view this ſecond great Repreſentative: and 
the Saviour of Mankind in his Probation, 


in his Miniſtry, and in the Sequence of it: 


And here how invincible was he in his 
3-4 Tem pta- N 


dran. * ta 1 — 
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ful in Obedience! debe perſeveridg anto 
the End — victorious in his Death! 
how triumphant in his Reſurrection l hom 
glorious in his — Ta 1 ny 
. ng Son G. 
"But if chis Myſtery: of our Salvation, f a 
this outward Oeconomy of it, is nothing 
leſs than the mighty Power of Goll, the ex. 
ceeding Greatneſs and unſpeakable Riches 
of his Boe and Goodneſs, are perfected 
in the Miniſtration of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
wheteby'we are given to knom him, and 
the Power of his Reſurrection, in taiſing 
us from the Death of Sin unto the Life of 
Righteouſneſs. If Cbriſt, repreſented to 
us under the Types and Shadows of the 
Law, (that Miniſtration of Condetnnation) 
was glorious: If that ſame Chriſ manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, to make Atonement for Sin, 
to fulfill all Righteouſneſs, and to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil, was ſtill more glo- 
rious: Chri/t reigning in the Hearts of the 
Faithful, through the regenerating Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, is moſt glorious of all. 
This is ths thitd, laft, and higheſt Diſpen- 
| fation of the divine ma this Side of 
Our 
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Lia of — 1 
Grace and Truth met topsther ; hers Righ- | 
teouſneſs and Peace: kiſs, each other, and the 
| Bridegroom rejoyceth over the Bride, for 
te Marriuge of the, JLoamh is come, and his 
Wife | bath. made | herfelf ready. Thus we 
ſee that the Kingdom of God is not in 
Word, nor in Form, nor in Profeſſion, but 
in Power!: It is the Power of the Holy 
= Ghoſt in the Word, that begetteth Faith 


n the Heart of the Hearer ; and by Virtue 


of the ſame divine Power it is that the Cor 
W ruptions of our Nature are ſubdued, our 
= Hearts purified, and we enabled to refit 

the Devil, and overcome the World thro' 
Faith: And laſtly, through the pd 
Energy of this holy Principle it is that v we 
ate born again of God, and joyned to the 
Lord in one Spitit, and ſo — Fellowſhip 
from the Beginning of our Converſion. to 
the End of our Sanctificatior we are faved, 
not of ourſelves, i that Grace of the 
Goſpel, through Faith, which is the Power 
9 n unto * one that 
be 
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721. bellerech. As to Utbelie 


SY pers are hardened again ar ell Goſpe Im- 


preſſions through the Pe of din, 
it is not ſo with them: In theſe the Word 
of God faileth of its firſt Work, viz. to 
= beget the Beginning & of Faith in their Hearts; 
and therefore the Word, though preached 
again and again, dsthinet! rofit them. 
being ifixed with PK in chem thät het 
it: Hence it was that ſome could imock 
even at the Preaching of an Apoſtle, and 
afford him no other Return for his Labout 
ef Love, in declaring to them JESUS 
and the” RESURR ECT TON, than 
that deriding Queſtion; What will this Bab- 
bler ſay? And hence it is, even at this Day 
alſo, that God manifeſt in the Fleſh; : arld 
revealed in our Hearts by his Spirit, with 
other Things pertaining to this grea yſte- 
ry of our Redemption, are either a Stu 
bling-block, or appear no better than Fool- 
bins, to the fleſhly Wiſdom of ſo many 
_ amongſt us, for in that Way of Knowledge 
tkey cannot know them; — they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned. But to every one that 
believeth, the Goſpel of Chrift is the Power 


of God unto — Powerful are the 
nne it earrles with it, and Powerful 
300 ts 
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its Cantet; po 

ftrengthen and ſettle tliat Faith, which its 
own Power firſt begat, and powerful! to enable 
the Man of God *t6 work Rightecuſeſe, 
to pull down the ſtrong Held of Sth and 
Sata, and to bring” every Thought; and 
Imagination under Obedience to Chriſt. 4 
Thus by Grace ire we-ſaved through Faith, 
from firſt to laſt, for by this Faith we firſt 
turn from Sin to God, herein We ſtand, 


berein we conquer, and ſo attain to the End 


of our Faith, even tlie Salvation. 'of our 
| Souls. But . f 5 5 e 3a 
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| Seh If fieh and 0 RE Tg Te erful be 
the "Goſpel of Chriſt, even the Power of 
God unto Salvation, one would be apt to 
think cautionary Dehortations concerning 
the Sin and Danger of being aſhamèd bf it 
almoſt needleſs; but this is not ſo, for there 
is a Croſs and a Reproach attending it, to 
exerciſe the Faith and try the Fidelity of 
| the Setvants of Chrift, who is upon "this 
Account no leſs a Rock df Offence; than'a 
Rock of Salvation to many. Human Re- 
ſpects have always been a great Snafe even 
to Perſons of a good Diſpoſition, in in the 
9 both of Virtue and Godlineſs, which 


gave 


ofa it ni ce I: ; 


Save O de to 50 Canis of MO 
fach, That we ſuffet not the Reverence 
<« of. any Man to cauſe us to fall. And 
this will hold true of the Goſpel of Gbrif, 
in a more eſpecial Manner; as the Genius 
and Spi pirit of it are directly oontraty to thoſe 
—— govern the World: Hence it is that 
God and the World, i. e. People who live 
only to Time, and follow the Propenfions 
and Gratifications of corrupt Nature, are all 
along ſpoken of in the New Teſtament az 
contrary che one to the other: The World 
is there ſaid to lie in Wickedneſs, and there- 
fore we are commanded neither to love nor 
to be conformed to it: And foraſmuch 
the Reſpect and Praiſe of worldly People 
cannot be acquired nor preſerved; unleſs in 
ſome meaſure our Thoughts be as theit 
Thoughts, and our Ways as their Ways, 
we find; a Wo denounced 'againſt thoſe, 
whom all Men ſpeak well of: But as the 
pious: Mr. Burkit obſerves, The World 
has all along taken effectual care, by theit 
cruel Mockings, bitter Reproaches, and 
ſharp Invectives, to free Chriſt's faithful 
Servants from the Dange r of this Wo. 
Hat LO dee Hitory of the, ond 

Beis ee 


wall 1 doubt [906 — Obſerva io 
would - ſtand j e Fr 8 
Euch and Noak? as It As "= 
the Patriarchs, and the Prophets, of iChrift 
the Apoſtles, and moſt other eminent Preach- 
ers of Righteouſneſs downwards, 'confirm- 
ing St. Paul's Aſſertion, that, “ As he who 
<& was born after the Fleſh perſecuted him 
% who was born: after: the Spirit in Times 
Ra oats nomn#01) £- onimvon O 
In vain we plead the Ectablihment of 
| Chriſtianity, under the Protection and Coun- 
tenance of the civil Power, to evade the 
Force of this Truth. Rulers may compile 
good Articles, and good Canons, and frame 
wholeſome Laws for the Government and 
Polity of the outward Church, but the 
Spirit and Power of Godlineſs;: they can 
neither give nor ſecure Reſpect to: A plea- 
ſure - loving, ſenſual, ſinful World, muſt upon 
Principle be at Enmity with the Children 
of the Kingdom, who have turned thelr 
Backs upon what they idolize,” and have ſut 
their Faces full for Sion; and conſequant- 
ly the Reproack of Cbriſt will never fail to 
be the Badge of the true Chriſtian!s ſei. 
pleſhip; for this ho i is 2 
oy Places exhortei aged 


A 


and in 0 


Ee dure the Croſa and da 
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ter the Example of his bleſſed Makes, 10 
Beware then, O Chriſtian, how thou 
promiſeſt to thyſelf Eaſe and Security hert, 
ſaying,” Peace; Peace; for thou art engaged 
in a Warfare which ends not on this Side 
the Grave, 4 and therefore thou mult perſe- 
vere in the Combat like a valiant: Soldier, 
and be faithful unto Death, as thou expect. 
eſt to receive a Crown of Life. Bewate 
how thou feedeſt thyſelf with vain Hopes 
of the Riches and Honours of this World, 
whilſt ſo. conſiderable a Share of them i; 
lodged: in the Hands of its own Children, 
and which are therefore a Kind of forbid: | 
den Fruit, which thou canſt hardly touch, 
without wounding thy Conſcience: Conſi- 
der, thou art a Pilgrim on thy Way to a bet- 
ter Country ry, and needeſt but little for thy 
Journey; much would be an Incumbrance, 
and perhaps thou haſt already more chen 
thy. Maſter. had, and yet he was therewith | 
content: And as to the Favour and Friend: 
ſhip of the World, it would only ptoue a 
Spare to thee, for thou canſt no moe caſe 
rs, ſo contraty by Nature and in 
the . 


r e t t eds fo s £# add dA a an 


| clare for 
| Beaſt in our Hearts, why do we refuſe to 


chem at the laſt Day, » 
o confeſs. him before Men in a Life and 
Converſation becoming: the Goſpel. Beſides, 

my whilſt we ſtand ballancing betwixt Chriſt 


die chan - thoſe of che, very brute Sag 


| Portion in the:go 


WS: - Se e 


e of. the Goſpil. NN 


then 00 we go on halving it betwix 
and Mammon, catching at heavenly Things 


with one Hand, and at earthly/T hinge N 


the other let us be cold or hot, let us 
d or Baal. If eee 


receive his Mark in) gur Foreheads ? Or if 


we are really Diſciples of a crucified Maſter, 
my by do we flinch at bearing the Croſs after 


him, ſeeing it is os ah for the 
Servant to be as his Lord ?. Nor wil weil he own 


holare now aſhiam d 


and the World, oui Lives are more 


The almoſt Chriſtian is crucified: betwixt 
Heaven and Earth, without having any 


Life, or of that which is to come. Thus 


ek. to avoid the Reproach of the Croſs 


of Gil. which would ſet our Hearts: at 
Liberty, and: enrich us with ſpiritzal' Hie. 
ſings; and fo fall under the Reprcacli 


Death, and enſlayes us to the moſt tor 
ing Fears3 1 Vole ich 


- 6 8 the 


d. Things either of this * 


Conſcience wWhieh worketh wa 2 5 25 5 


x5 
3 2 


Thought of loſing all Intereſt in 
Leue to do this or that; they wan 
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2 — pr 
of Human Reſpects, luer we net 40 
Root in our Hearts, that it may be eme 4 
Die 0 9 Fruits unte 
Holinefs, and fil | ne 


the faving of the Sou al) wh receive Ho: 
Our — — ly 251 

But if ſome come ſhoy : of the 8 om 
theo' the Fear or Shaine of the 'Crols, other 
to bear it 20097} hop awe: on; 
brit and 
peri 


therefore reſolve to follow him, 


to get a — — ge 1s, 0 
Wer. 1 Ss n 2 


our Weakneſs — he's Ti, 


"Whew! 2 


ſhamed of that Shame, and alſo ſuffer for 


| Weight, 


eam f the Goſpel. 


Unfathfulneſß would coſt him; for Peter TOTS I. 
WW + 


muſt be deeply ſorry for that Fear, and a- 


his Maſter at laſt. It is probable, that Ni- 
codemus, the Ruler, and the rich Joſeph of 
Arimathea, thought it ſufficient for them 
to be Diſciples of Fefus in ſecret ; but this 
would not ſerve their turn, and they Who 

were aſhamed to own him publickly in his 


Life-time, (for Fear of the Jews) muſt be 
brought to own him, in his Death, under | 


the additional reputed Diſgrace of a crucified 


W Malefattor. Thus every Chriſtian, after 


the Example of Jonab, pays dear for his 
Unfaithfulneſs, and after all his Reluctance ; 
muſt do the Work which his Lord has ap- 
pointed for him; but then he loſes the Sa- 


| tisfaction and Praiſe that would attend a 


willing and chearful Obedience, and ſuffers 


more from being dragged to the Croſs than 


he would from a patient een of its 
It is eaſy to foreſee, that this and every 

other Repreſentation of Chriſtianity in the 
View of a ſuffering and ſelf-denying Reli- 
gion, will be ill received by many; but thoſe 

Words of our Lord, F any Man will come 
N * let him deny Himſe If, and take up 
S e 
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Sfr. I. his Croſs and follow me, contain the indiſ- 
+ © penſable Condition of our Diſci pleſbip in 
every Age of the Church, whilſt it ft 
nues in a militant State. Sit down the 
| Profeſſors, and count the Coſt of being a 
| 3 Chriſtian ; for you muſt not think of ak 
. ficing to 80 Lord your God, of that which 
El coſts you nothing, and perhaps this wil 
coſt you more than you are willing to pay: 
As firſt it will coſt you the Love of the 
World, for, I any Man love the World, 
 . the Love of the Father is not in him; ſecond- 
ly, it will coſt you the World's Love for 
you, If ye were of the World the World woull 
love. its own, but becauſe ye are not of thr 
World, but I bave choſen you out of. the World, 
, therefore the World hateth you. The Chriſ⸗ 
tian cannot take Pleaſure in the Company 
= of vicious, and diſorderly, nor yet of vain 
Perſons ; however he may have had his Con- 
verſation with ſuch in Times paſt, he has 
now neither Time nor Inclination for Va- 
nity, and therefore to all theſe he faith, 
“What have I to do with you, get ye behind 
me; my Delight is henceforth in them that 
excel in Virtue, Men fearing God and work- 
ing Righteouſneſs.” And, thirdly, This will 
caſt him much of Character with thoſe 


1 | whoſe 


[ 


| af ned of the Gel. = 
whoſe Ways are not as his Ways. They Spas, be 
will fay of him, this Fellow is a Judge, to 8 
condemn us and our Doings; or, (bf 
that he: is-beſide; himſelf ; and thus he muſt 
bear the Reproach of Chriſt. And, laſtly, 
it will coſt you the Loye of Self, Fur even 
Chriſt pleaſed not hi imſelf, and therefore all 
Self- will, Self ſecking,! and Self- plea 
muſt be offered up in Sacrifice to God, ; that 
his Will may be done in us, and by us, 
without any. Reſiſtance on our Part. In 
dis total ſurrender of Self the Chriſtian | 
walks at Liberty, and finds Peace, and Reſt 
to his Soul; for it may be affirmed of a 
Truth, that his moſt laviſh. Fears, and tor- | 
menting Bondage, are occaſioned by ſome 
Idol not yet caſt out, ſome Oppoſition in 
his own: Wil to that of God, and therefore 
our Lord faith, Unleſs a Man forſoke. all. {ng 
be hath, be cannot be my Diſciple. © 3 
Thus we find that it will coſt much to he 
a Chriſtian, and that if we mean. to, pur- 
chaſe this goodly Pearl of Goſpel.Salyation, 
we inuſt keep back no Part of the Price, 
but ſell all het we have, to give in Ex- 
2 change for it. But how! hard is this Doc- 
trine | how. few can, bear it l what Pleadings 


of N What Cg of the /Scrip- 
| tures, 


N Wann” Y 
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St na, . . tures, what i ingenious Pretences, what learn. 
ä ed Evaſions in Favour of the din that moſt 
ealily beſets us, and to reconcile Duty with 
Inclination ! How great is thy Patience, ,0 
loving Lord! towards Sinners, whilſt we 
refuſe to hear and accept thy loud Calls, 
and gracious Invitations to come unto thee, 

that we may have Life. Behold, I Hand 
447 the Door, ſays Chriſt, and knock, if any il 
Man hear my Viice and open the Door, Twill 
= come in to him, and will ſup with him, and 
be with me. But alas! my Brethren, how 
do we lock and bar the Door againſt him, 
and will neither go to him, nor ſuffer bin 
to come to us, but ſerve him as the Men 
of Bethlehem did of old? Inſomuch that it 
to be feared, as to many, that if the Lan- 
guage of their Hearts were put inte plain 
Speech, it would be on this wiſe: My car- 
nal Acquaintance, and worldly Friends, 
thoſe Partakers with ine in the Luſts and 
"Pleaſures which my Soul loyeth, are come 
to lodge and abide with me ; ; and the Com. 
pany of a poor ko mod Fe 2 5 dit il 
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W, ret therefore, for there l 
Room 
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Rode 65 thee in the Inn of my Soul. Sen, 2 | 
However, I will not utterly difown thee, "Yo 
nay, I will ſpeak of thee. as reſpectfully as 
I decently can; but as to receiving thee for 

my Gueſt, or profeſſing any Intimacy with | 

| thee, in this Thing I pray thee have me 

| excuſed. But what is the Reply that ſuch 

a falſe ungrateful Wretch has to expect? 
what but this? Know, O Sinner, that as 
thou haſt rejected the Counſel of God a- 
gainſt thyſelf, and ſhutteſt the Door againſt 
the Viſits of my Grace and Salvation now, 
behold the. Time cometh, when thou ſhalt. 
knock at the Door of Mercy and find no 
Admittance chyſelf, but receive for Anſwer, | 
Dot from me, I know you not; for, | 

whoſcever ſhall be aſbamed of me, and o my 

Werds, in this adulterous and finful Genera- 
tion, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 2 |} 
ſtamed, when he, cometh: in the Glory of hies 

Father with the Holy Angels. But God for- i 

bid, that as ſome Men glory in their Shame, 

ſo we ſhould. be aſhamed of that which i 18 
our higheſt Glory, aſhamed of ownin g and 
living to him, who was not aſhamed of dy- 

ing for us. Brethren, the Time is ſhort, 

| and the Day of the Lord is e at Hand; | 
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N. I. preſent, and ſee the everlaſting Doors of 
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Heaven wide open, preſenting to our View 
the Son of God. Behold! he comes to 
Judgment, with Myriads of Angels: the 
Fhrone is ſet, and a Rain- bow round about 
the Throne. The Books are opened, and 
the World kneels before him. Ho.]] great 
is the Confuſion of thoſe who were once 
abatmed of him, whom all the Hoſt of 
Heaven delighteth to Honour. Pardon, O 
Joly Jeſus, Whereinſoever we have been 
offended becauſe of thee! and grant, n 
henceforth, if called to it, we may eſtet 
the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches cls 
the Treaſures of the ele Earth; For 
Thou art the King of Saints; Thou art the 
ord of Glory. To nelle W eto 
Have you, my Brethren, found of 2 
Truth, by the Evidence of a” living Faith; 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt is the Power of 
God unto Salvation? If ſo," it has indeed 
been to you, What its Name imports, Glad 
Tiding 3. This, I truſt is the Caſe with: 
be, and it is my Hearts Defire and Pray 
er to God, that it may be ſo with all of us | 


| fr hippy a6 ch Pope tu 
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goody Pearl of Wen e. Ger me intreat Su. I. 
you, let me adjure you by the living God, 3 


that you ſeek it earneſtly, that you ſeek it 
inſtantly. Vou need not ſay; whither ſhall 
we go, and in what Communion of Chrift- 
ians may it be found? for Chriſt is not far 
from any one of you, nay, as you have juſt 
now heard, he ſtands at the Door of every 
Heart; do not then deny Admittance to ſo 
kind, ſo honourable a Gueſt; for; my Bre- 
thren, he is your Saviour, the Light, the 
Love, the Salvation of God, the Lord by 
whom alone you can eſcape Death: Such 
is the Gueſt that intreats you to receive him, 
and indeed, he will well requite your Love 
in ſo doing, for as many as rece ive him, to 
them will he give Power to become the Sons | 
of God. O let me ptead with you yet a- 
gain, for it is for Life, even the Liſe of 
your Souls; I pray you then be ye recon- 
ciled to God, in the Son of his Love. The 
Lord, even che Lord Yeſus, is defirons! to 
come into his Temple, which Temple ye 
are. Perſiſt not then in refaſing him En- 
trance, to the infinite Wrong and Damage 
of your Souls; for if he depart, and return 
no more, you are undone for ever, and bet- 
ter were it for you that you had never been 

PAD Ot, C 4 born; 
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orr > for wag he is the And of Gods: 
meek and gentle to humble penitent Sin- 
ners, loving them freely, and — 
8 thoroughly from all their Sins, by his moſt 
precious Blood; yet is he alſo the Lion of 
the Tribe of Judab, to the Obſtinate and 
Incorrigible. Ki then the Son, leſt be be 
angry, and ſo ye periſh from the right Way, 
if bis Wrath be kindled, yea but a little: for 
as he is the Power of God unto Salvation 
to every one that believeth and receiveth 
bim, ſo will he, at the laſt Day, be the 
Power of God unto Deſtruction to every 
one that ſhall have rejected him; powerful 
in offended Majeſty, when he ſhall < be re- 
«vealed from Heaven, with his mighty 
Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance 
© of them that know not God, and that 
* obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus 
* Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 
e laſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of 
* the Lord, and from the Glory of his 
Power, when he ſhall come to be glori- 
 « fied in his Saints, and to be A in 
« all them that believe. 
Ninalhy, Let me beſeech you, by the 
Mercier of God, that ye receive not the 
Grace of God in vain, 3 whilſt the Goſ- 
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cada in ion 3 that you ſhut not sz aM, I. 
as: Hearts againſt it, but turn unto he 
Lord in Repentance and Faith, who is wil- 5 
ling and deſirous to turn you away from your 
Iniquities that they ma) not be your Ruin: 
And, for your Encouragement I ſpeak it, | 
though in Times paſt ye have been diſobe- 
dient, ungodly, Deſpiſers, nay. Perſecutors 
of them that are good, yet, foraſmuch as 
ye did it ignorantly and in Unbelief, ye ſhall 
obtain Mercy, for the Lord is merciful, lov- 
ing and gracious, and rejecteth no return 5 
ing contrite Sinner, for he hath ſaid, Him 5 
that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe. ct 
out, He will bleſs your Sorrows to you, n 
3 your Hearts with a Senſe of par- 
doning - Grace, and ſanctify you wholly in 
Spirit, Soul and Body, and you ſhall know” 
of a Truth, as concerning the Goſpel of 
2 That it us aa e, 2 
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; 1 ac a Mans with per 
. of Pt aroahy. Kiop.of Egypt, yet the. ä 
1 and Intendment of it is fpiritual, pointit 
| cut to us the m yſtieal Marriage between | 

| Ghri/h and his-Chuschz and therefore if we | 

mean to make a right Uſe and Impro. 

ment of this Portion of Scripture, we muſt | 


lift up our Minds from earthly to heavenly 
Things, for a Greater than Solomen is 


here. 2, 


| 0 he Scriptures are compared, | v 2 as; L 
ther of the Church, to the Manna that fell 
in the Wilderneſs, which is ſuppoi 


chere diſcovers ext 


1 55 cad hated? + foi 2 
afford — — to * Taſte of. 
every Reader. The Hiſtorian, the Orator, 5 
| the Critic; find each of them herein Mat- | 
ter for dhe Exerciſe: of their reſpective Ta- 
W lents ; the carnal Man readeth the Scriptures 
with a carnal Eye; and therefore only find- 
eth in them a carnal Senſe. The Moraliſt 
| cellent Rules for the Con- 
duct of the outward: Life, but not having 
"4 Ey es to ſee fatther, hg diſcerneth not che | 
| Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery; hilſt the 
| fpiritudf Man eateth of the hidden Mann, 9955 
and ſeareheth out the dee p Things of God, 
ing ſpirituab — with \ſpiriral, | 
for they are only ſpiritually diſcernod : To 
ſuch a ofſe tlie Seriptures are Meat indeed 
and Drink indeed; and whilſt others are de 
taitied below, in kliat Faith of the Letter 
that killeth, he aſeendeth into the Preſence 
Chamber e's the moſt High, by the Faith 55 1 
of the Spirit that giveth Lie. 5 o him the „ 
Eſaln, from whence the Text. is taken, is 5 
like Jacob's Ladder, which reached from 
Earth to Heaven, on which he aſcends from 
the Repreſentation of an earthly Marriage +» 
8 eu 301 * of that bleſſed Union 
which 72 


# 


all Things are pure. IL hat the ſpiritual 
Senſe here mentioned does belong to theſe 


Judgment of holy Men, in all Ages of the 


„ 


. u. which ſubſiſts betwixt Chriſt, is King of 
* * Glory, and his Spouſe the Church: And, 


us, nor the Song of Solomon, carry in them 


| — Poem, in the Subjects of which 


apt to excite Ideas ill ſuiting with the Pu- 


vient to the Purpoſes of an elevated Piety. 
But not to detain you any longer from * 
5 1 ext, I proceed to explain, 


The 37 ns 4 Gley. 


indeed, unleſs we allow that theſe Things 
are an Allegory, neither the Pſalm before 


any further Profit, or Improvement, to. a; | 
religious Reader, than a beautiful Ode or a 


we are no Ways concerned; nay, are rather 


rity of a Chriſtian Mind: But fo the pure 


divine Writings ſtands confirmed by the 


Church, who by ſuch a Uſe and Applic. 
tion of them in their Expoſitions, ; Medita: | 
tions, and Prayers, have made them ſubſer- 


Fig, Who is meant by che King 
Daughter, and We 
Second, , In what Senſe the i is al  ghries | 

" . within. 8 i 


235 * 9.50 


„And Firſt, By the King's 8 Dane 16 
man, the Church of Gifs ; by Wien 15 


8 the' true Belo ever. „„ 
are not to inderſtand any one part icularout=Szz: I. 
ward Church, according to the narrow and 88 
confined Notion of ſome concerning that 
Word, but the whole collective Body of 
holy Souls, under whatever Diſpenſation they 
have lived, or however diſperſed over the 
Face of the whole Earth. Of this Multi- 
tude, gathered out of all Nations and Lan- 
guages, which no Man can number, is 
compoſed that Church, which Cbriſ ſo 
loved that he gave himſelf for it, that he 
might ſanctify and cleanſe it, withthe Waſh- | | 
ing of Water by the Word, that he might 
| preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 
having Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, 
but that it ſhould be Holy and without Ble- 
miſh.” This is the heavenly Ferufalem, 
| whoſe Foundation is on the holy Hills, and 
whoſe Builder and Maker is God. Here 
are the Gates of Sion, which the Lord loveth 
more than all the Dwellings of Jacob. 
Such excellent Things are ſpoken of thee,” 
Thou City of God | We profeſs to believe 
in the Communion of Saints; now, this is 
the bleſſed Fellowſhip here ſpoken of, and 
is called the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. For 
che Saints in Heaven and the Saints on Earth 
conflitute but one — and one Body, 5 
of 


N 


ber the — Head, hoy a are Par 
takers of the ſame Grace of divine Love 
and will ſhortly partake together in i the. 
ſame Glory. Nay the Faithful, hae 
Earth, are ſaid to be bleſſed with | ſpiritus 
Bleſſings in heavenly. Places in Chriſt, for by 
their Union with him their Right and Title 
to theſe. cannot fail them, for if Chriſt it 
theirs, in Him they have all Things; a 
Nothing but this thin Partition of Mortal 
ty, hinders the Saints militant from joyning 
Society with their fellow Members, the 
Saints triumphant, who now wait in joyful 
Expectation of that Time, when God ſhall 
accompliſh the Number of his Elect, and 
haſten his Kingdom; and when all the an- 
gelic Hoſt ſhall celebrate the happy Day, 
ſaying, Let us be glad and rejoyce,” and giv i 
Honour to God, for the Marriage f h 
. 16 ane and his Wa Ye hath: ln. 
It was pu bring about this myical. M Mat 
xiage, that the Son of God con eſcended ti 
take our Nature u bim; fbr ir f No 
poſſible there ſhould. be an: Union-betwixt 
Perſons, or Things that ſubſiſt not in on. 
common Nature. Now in © der to Mas 


| —_— that divine Nature fro Myhich 

had fallen. But Man Was no more. — 
effecting this of himſelf, than of plueking the 
Stars from the Firmament; and therciore 
| it muſt nende be that Jeſus Ait 

cate himſelf, in our Nature, 0 all that 
vin receive : bim, that they may have Power 
do become the Sons of God, otherwiſe there 
could be no Redemption for them. This 

the holy Angels knew full well, and there- | 
fore in Teſtimony of their friendly Joy, for 
Peace reſtored on Earth, and ſueh an amaa- 
ing Manifeſtation of Good-will towards 
Men, fang + Praiſes to the <terpal: Kang at 
the Bir th of the 1 incarnate God. 


„ This Conjunction of the divine nk hens 
. man Natures in the Perſon of our Lord, for 


the Salvation of Mankind, is repreſented to 
us in the Goſpel under the Parable of a Mar- 
riage,) which a certain King maxdaoFoi on 


riage Feaſt. - You, my: Brethren, have 
often been called to ſhare in the Bleſſedneis 
of this ſacred Solemnity, and I dos at this 
time repeat the 88 in my Maſter's 
Name, | 


' fore — pan — and webt 
ccept this Meſſage of Peace, to come t 


this: Feaſt of Love, which the King of 
Heaven has prepared for you? Behold ! ve 
are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 


did beſeech you by us; We pray you in 


Chrift's ſtead, that ye be willing to be recon-. | 
ciled to God, who thus ſhews himſelf both 


willing and defirous to be reconciled to yon: 
Nay, you are called, every Soul of you, to 


the Honour of being the King's Daughter, 
by a Marriage with the King's Son, ſu 


ſuch Honour have all his Saints: It is not 
enough that he has married our Nature, un 


leſs he be joined in ſpiritual Wedlock to. 


our Souls in particular, for Chriſt in us 


the only Hope and Earneſt of our Glory, 
| who ſpeaking to his heavenly Father of the 


Souls which he had given him, ſaith ; Ti 


them, and thou in me, that they may be matt 


perfet# in one. I have declared 


thy Nw and 2011 declare it, _ "_ Low 
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er fen, lend vr bortow, go to Cl i | 
at home, nay whatever, is in hi The 


[ 4 Mikure i in all that he ring and for 
the Princi neiple that governs 1 1 
deen wine be that pi ceeds 


Allading 
Job, Who can brings by clean has 


5 an unclean ? not eden 


the thn m able, {50 contrite Soul and e1 
"fines Pie, 10 parge a it Prog, and 
| Fullers Soap, "to Cleanſe it from the Dekil 


Words, Delires or Actions, ee 
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d Sin; and upon this — 
well as e of the Remains e 
e 4 am: Hacks 
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of the living God; he can, 
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een watt born, ee J. "rate hor 


van F gere; Skirt per thee; 


1 Vdecked "thee alſo with Orn 
put a beautiful Crown upon 
and thou waſt 5 — 


4 4 N 1 urin 11411 TAR: * 
Sue wr. city be « bly 


loving Soul + for vgs WT EY Jar +” 

arch an be glorious within, as well 
che. college Body tho the Part cannot 
| ple: Wremen 0 r eee 


5 Faithful. " Hath the en givers Himſelf 
'H | for you, that he might redeem you from ill 
WH | Iniquity; and purify you unto Himſelf: 
q peculiar People l Did He ſet his Love upon 
vou when vou was altogether unlovely, nay, 
filthy and defiled? And hath Herchllad m 
to the thigh Honour of: being. his: # 
his Spouſe ?- Take heed that you be betroth- 
ed unto Him in Faithfulneſs. | 
on of an earthly: King eſpouſe ſome mem 
Damſel, and ſhe ſhould prove 9 
would you not ſay that ſhe deſerved tobe 
ſtoned, with Stones till ſhe died? See then 
* herein 1 55 geſt another thou 
| Cohn 
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Mountain: And hete the 


are ae, <p 1 lo 
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there ſhall be no deſtroying in 
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mY 


Se an 1. 


; _— ſee God"! 


in Man by Nur thn an 


Men, is a frequent 
the beſt find this bo be 


tis Heads — 


* 8 l * " : 4 


i free from the Guilt of this ot chat 0 


- Heait proceeds every ching that defil- 
eth the Man, that is the Womb in whie 
; Sin incubated e eue. . D 


bv wow — 22. on 92 -the' it 170 
' axe not to overt Act, we are told in Seri 
- pture, that a luſtful Lot inn Apetinns 


© from our . Sins, and el 
, Judgment with us on their Account, 
Wing great is the Sum of them 1. Bur Thou 
Hart not extreme to mark who. cia dou 


Now abs | King's — har * 
Achte not only ſwept and garr ſhed 
waſhed: r om 


groom, when he vouchſafes Nen Een 


7 1 ; | "4 


his \ Preſence, Bold Intruder may break 
upon her; aid the uncleani Spirit may at | 
timics enter the Houfe againſt. her Will; but 
| ſhe gives no Entertamment to fuch umwelt 
| come Gueſts, | FI ſhe caſts them out with alt 
| poffible Speed, for having ſet her Affectiuns 
on things Above; and her Face towards the 
| heavenly City, her Thoughts naturally 
tend the ſame vray: And after all we muſt 
allow, that, anndtt the various Rules laid 
down for the Government ef our Thoughts, 
the beſt Con 115 we can take to order them 
tright is to begin with the Affections, inaf- 
much as theſe are the Source from whence 
they flow; for what a Man bves beſt he is 
| fure to think moſt upon. 5 ST aa 
| Another Eviderice of Purity of Hear "is 
Simplicity, which takes in what is meant in 
ripture by the ſingle Eye and Singleneſs 
of Heart, botfi with reſpect to God and Manz; 
fie contrary to whict is rebuked in "thoſe. 
| Words of St. James 45 Parify your Hearts, | 
* double- 1 Ic 2 * e 


3 Chriſtian Seng Tr one : Meaning. , id 
one Way, and therefore he walketh upright- 
ly; with him is not Vea and Nay: He 
needeth no Caſuiſtry to his Divinity, to teach 
him how far he may follow his own Incli. 
nations without ſinning, for his only Indi. 
nation is to do theWill of God in Al things, 
and. therefore the Purity of his Intention 
gives Acceptance (thro the Beloyed) to hi 
moſt indifferent Things ; and the Spirit of 
Love, which in him is the Law of the Spi- 
rit of Life, flows into a ſpontaneous Obedi. 
ence to all that God requires of Him. Dos 
any one abound in good Works? it may trul 
be faid of the King's Daughter, that heren 
ſhe is more abundant, for ſhe ad orns the 
 Dodtrine of God her Saviour i in all thing; 


ber Chathing i 7s . wrought Gold - — her * 
1 cloathed with the Righteouſneſs , of Chrilt, 
as the Garment of her Salvation; and in 
her outward Life ſhe lets her Light lo 
4 ſhine before Men, that the. Hy. ſee her 


* _ 2.8 18 [F224 Þ 1 F $ 4 #4: "iff 5 4 * * 
6 ? ; . $4 


5 3 — be expe 


Bebe * 


Gal Graces Faith, Hope, Charity, a 9 8 ut, 


are the moſt diſtinguiſhed Parts of the Di- 
vine Life, the moſt comely a and amiable F ea- 
tures in the Beauty of Holineſs: But theſe 


ate Topics of more general Note, and ſuch as 


have been much inſiſted on at other times: 
Let it ſuffice then to add here, that the 


King's Daughter is complete 1 in the King's 


Son, for Chriſt in her is both the Hope and 
Earneſt of her Glory here, as He will be the 


Fullneſs of its Accompliſhment hereafter. oh 


Thus doth the Lord, when He 1 is come 


into his Tem ple, beautify the Place of bis 
Sanctuary, and make the Place of bis Feet glo- 


rious, for He adorns the faithful Soul with 
the Graces of his Spirit, even as a Bride is 


| adorned with Jewels : And tho! at times He 


may prove her with Trials and Croſſes, Tos 


| it is that ſhe may be approved of by, Him, 15 


thus all theſe things work together for he 


the Oyl of Jay fir Mourning, and the Gar- 
ment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. © 
Hail, Thou froth Daughter of the. 


King, all glorious within! Welcome, thrice 


welcome, to the City of the Lord, the Zion 


0 of the Holy one of 1/-ael, © whoſe Walls are 


B*3 * a. 


good, and He will aſſuredly at laſt con — = 
ber about with Songs of Deliverance, give her 


vation, and wi 


he Sun ſhall be no more 
Day, neither for hn 
AM TM <* give Light 1 into thee, b 

be unto thee an ever 
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Confirmation, outward Ot 
the Belief of « Reſurre | 


* 
3 


and to . its rum and allen 
e in — to tk who Wg 

5 all it's Shadows: 
10 And this (ye he) will we 2 if Tl = 


well as an n Outſide, 3 is a 8 
both of Light and Grace, his Spirit ma- 
king e as we are able to receive in 
Light, not only the Figures and Prophecies 
under the Law, but alſo the deep things of 
God, even the Wiſdom of God in a Myſte- 

_ ry ; and therefore we are exhorted to grom, | 
not only in Grace, but alſo in the Know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrif. | 
In both theſe reſpects the Goſpel ſtands dil | 
ferenced from the Law; and of this the Ti | 
bernacle of Old was a Figure, being di- 
ded in two Parts «i a Vous into 3 


tered But. this Veil was hs. 0 ;by 

| Choi and every Chriſtian has free Accels, 

_ thro” Him, into the Holy of Holies. Me 
muſt paſs thro the outward Tabe 
where is the Candleſtick and the Table nd 
1 nee, into the in ward, where 


and ah Kath 5. af ls e ves itwa 
| to:t dung and. ſpirituc J 
our ede be nour 
up unto perfect —— leaſure 
of b ee. of the Fullneſs chf. tt: 
__ alas! aue _ pgs is con- 


5 ek to wa litle' more * i 
Religion than nw formerly 10 


to their joining i in the e. Ordigenes: 
they add a decent Performance of the 
other Parts of external 3 think 

that they have done God good Service; 
this is ticking in the firſt? Principles o or R= 
diments of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 2 

5 on unto e a 4 
farther, and yet come far ſhort of the 
Mark oven fuch as hav aud tle” 
Know- 


8 has qbeir- — al lu ſcientifical,/ it is 
received from the Letter only, and therefote 
paſſeg no farther than the Head, their Law 
is outward, and not the Law of the Spiritaf | 
Life, and their Teſtimony is outward, "not 
the living Witneſs in themſelves, and there- 
fore they are only, wide about but not un 
Salvation; for tho the natural Man may 
fot much ideal Knowledge in his Mind 
em the Words of Scripture, yet the 
< things; of the Spirit of God he receiveth 
not, neither can he know them, becauſe 
E they are ſpiritually diſcerned. Beſides, 
the Wiſdom Which is from Above, being 
| always tempered. with Humility.and Divine 
Love, is pure and peaceable; whereas 
| that - which is from Beneath, (from ibe 
earthly Part in Man, and therefore called 
Fleſhly Wiſdom) however. it be exerciſed 
on Divine SubjeQs, lea ves the Heart in a8 
bad a State as it found it; nay, rather feed- 
s Ks: „ by p * If yy 
W Pride 


Frid ws hai Con empt.of\ 
it is the very ground of Strife. aud ebata, nx 
the Pareht of bigotetl and furidus Teal, 
and has been the Cauſt of much Por ſtch- 
fm in all Ages of the Church... 
True Religion, then, in the Power afl 
Tight neee of it, lies dee pen than Or 
dingnces or Doctrines, it reaches to the i in- 
ner Parts, or . * ſprings up there, oven 
in the hidden Man of the Hart) w. = 4 
Chriſt |; bruiſes the Serpent, erects his 
Throne, and conſeorates us Temples of 4 
the living God: Here the tn, Worſhip- 
ers worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth. The Apoſtle, therefore, who well | 
knew Man's natural Propenſity to Know 
1 and both the Unpraſitablæenheſs and 
Danger of it where the Heart is not ſancti- 
hind by Grace "ſtirs up his Converts to Dili- 
gence in their high Calling, that they miglit 
pe practical as Well as knowing Chriftians, 
and ex horts them to Faith and Patience, 
| 4hoſe eminent Graces! of the Divine Life, 
which fit us boch for doing and: ſuffering 
the Will of God, adorn the Doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things, and enable - 
M | 4s" to prove victorious in our * 


The Text is full of uleful Matte. *a A 
well as of univerſal Extent, for it is apples 
ble to every Perſon and every State of the 
Chriſtian Life: The Slothful may here be 
une ed into Action, and the Dig ent ſpur. 


hearted are encouraged by the Example 
of thoſe who have fought the gobd F ipht, 


and now- inherit the Promiſes, ny we'are 


all here inſtructed how we may follow them 


to that Bleſſedneſs which they enjoy, via, 


oy Faith and Patience. _ (os 


1 ſhall ſpeak to each of theſe Particuln | 
inmy way, and then en _" A . | 


of Application. 8 


Aud firſt for a Word to weh as are Noth 
| fol in the full Extent and Meaning of the | 
Word; who have ſtood all the Day idle, 


and have not yet ſo much as - ſet about the 
Work-'they came into the World for, and 


which they ought by this Time to have | 


well nigh finiſhed. Now to ſuch of you, my 
Brethren, if any ſuch be here, I am almoſt 


at a loſs how to addreſs: myſelf, or by bat 
Name to call you : Shall I call you Chriſti 


hat cannot be; for a fothful 2 


. 4 id ß ioa4Esie ad 


red on to quicken their Speed ; Bo Faint. 


ee wa _ 14a r eee 


1s a Contradiion.i In «nally 3 Or! Hall 12 


you rational Creatures? neither will «that 


Name fit you with more Propriety, unleſs. ” 


it may be deemed rational to live.in a total 
Neglect of your only true I ntereſt, without 
making any Proviſion for the well-being, of, 
your immortal Souls, which, for. what you. 
know, may this Night be required. of you. 
Every Part even of inanimate. Nature 
| may ſerve to reproach the Inactivity of the 
flothful Perſon; ; the Planets and heavenly. 
| Bodies are in Motion to finiſh their deſtined, 
| Courſe; the Elements are at Work carry- 
ing on the Deſigns of the Almighty in the 
Wonders of his Providence; and the Vege- 
table World no leſs. dif] plays his Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs ; s; nay the whole Crea- 
tion travelleth in Pain till! it be delivered from 
chat Bondage of Vanity, Diſorder, and Cor- 
ruption into which the. Curſe of Sin hath. 


caſt it; for there ſhall, be a Redemption in 
Nature as well as in the Souls of all juſt 
Men, even at that time when there ſhall be 


new. Heavens and a new Earth, 


Say, now, ye Sons and Dau ghters of Sloth! : 
how will ye appear when you are judged 2 


and what Anſwer will you make to your 
a when He bet upon you to give 


an 
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* and deu forth his Praiſe; every Meteor and 


Atcon d ger n The He 
wand the Earth deelare the Glory of God. 


every Creature, Snow and Vapour, Wind: 
and poor fulfil his Word and Will, wt 


hom He hath endowed with fuck Bl 
— Faculties and Powers, do Him w 
Service, and bring Him no Praiſe, | 
-'The Perſons here ſpoken to are abt b | 

| Prey with Slothfulnefs as if they fat flill: Wil 
and did nothing; this is not the Meaning Wi 
the Charge for you may be as active and 4 
ndifivions: fin” your temporal Affairs, W 
buſy in your Shops or Farms, or as intent ! 
upon "fs iy he and Improvement of f 
your Eſtates, and more ſo, than the beſt of Bl c 
your Neighbours, riſing up early, late taking ! 

Ref, and eating the Bread of Carefulneſ; Wil | 
you may thrive and proſper in the Woh = 
provide Things honeſt in the Sight of Men Wl \ 
both for yourſelves and Families, enjoy the r 
good Things of this Life with Deeeney'and' ! 
eee, and leave the reſt of your Sub- ( 
ſtance for your Babes; and in all theſe things Wh 
your Maxims and worldly Prudenee wil! Wl + 
meet with Applauſe, and Poſterity wilt pra 0 
both your Sayings and your Deings, and a 
well | ppm likewife :- But for all this 1% t 


may be as Qodful, inthe, 8 

as Solomon's Sluggard, who will not plow: b 
Reaſon of the Cold: for it is Spiritual Sloth» 
that is here ſpoken-of, which is by far che 
moſt ant ace en thes mn the 
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every — N conſequently voi js 
its true Intereſt in Chriſt: - If Diligence be; 
wanting here, it is but loſt Labpur-is __ 


* Mani be gain the whole World galt 
Sou That * 
Barth i is e 3 if we 


| our Motives and Labours-are of 
Nature, the. eee aha m muſt 
be ſo too, and periſh with Time, e ee 
Man ſoweth that only ſhall he reap f but if 
we ſow to the Spirit, we ſhall of the Spirit 
reap. Life everlaſting: If we are led by: che 
Love of God to chuſe and ſeek the things of 
God, to he renewed in the Spirit of gur 

Mind, to be conformed to the Image of his 
ts WO Him on Earth; then, as 
al, ſo will our Wages ba 
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ſhalt of the. Fleſh reap only Corruption it 
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And now Aal ne e 566, © 


Children of Sloth, and would to God 8 


could perſuade you I to cor 
= the thingswhich belong un 


whom the next irregular Motion of the fag. 


gering Ship will toſs into the great Deep, 
from whence there is no emerging. O for 
Voice of an Angel to call out to youin | 
more than the Loudneſs of Thunder; A. 


* wake thou that ſleep peſt" 'and ariſe foi tbe 


But, Secondly, There are others who 
take ſome Thought about Soul- coneerns, and 


things, and yet on account of their 
in the Spiritual Life, may find a R 


ä of * andi it is 10 be for 


* 


conſider wherefore you were ſent into 
* W orld, what you are, and whither you } 
are going: Open your” Eyes, if but for 2 
zent, and behold your Danger, for vou 
are ab ene walking blindfold on the Brink of 
aPrecipice, where one falſe Step will tumble 
you headlong into Deſtruction; or; like unto | 
him that ſleepeth on the Top of a Maft, 


Dead, that Chriſt: aby give thee Light! 1 


are at ſome Pains for Salvation it in 'outward 
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: | _ chats 98 38 fs —_— thou | 


by Saviour, Chriſt will profit theo. nothing 
Haſt thou n 


5 — Enmity to God in thy unrenewed State, 


. (be'graffed into Chriſt tl mur ve by Faith 
bbefore thou canſt- bring forth good Fruit! 


| . ; | now: that thou art become a; fallen Spirt, 


| "al adorn * done in thee mad. by un- 


* 
1 
1 
j 


ty; vhi 


hope to be juſtified by thy Doings ? Kun 
of a Truth, that if thou ſetteſt up: thy ſelf for 


t ſeen that thou art by Naur 
a Child of Wrath; born into the Norld uu. 
der the Curſe of Sin, and that unleſs hu 
Io born again thou canſt not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven? Haſt thou not on | 

he Pride and Naughtineſs of thy Heart, aud 


teaching thee. that Evil is in thy beſt A 
tions, and that thy very Duties [ſtand in 
need of being repented of, and conſequent) 
.that, being by Nature a wild Olive, thou muſt | 


haſt thou not ſeen, and K thou not 


wſt therefore be quickened again to 
of Life by the Holy Ghoſt ? That 


— 


i 


bd 
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i Wen er 
the W 415 that lo Chriſt, A 


jified' to thee 5 thou unte c + 


of God „may be alto ere en Tank. g 


ture, and live, L and dwell and rei gn in hes; 
11 thou 1 ust Len al "and if © | 


und Sclf-abaleiveit ro 5 


Ferne Au in very deed 
poor, 115 wle "gh blind, and naked. 
| Thou calleſt thy ſelf a Chriſti- 


an; if fo, thou art aWartior, "4 for thowthaſt - 


engaged to fight under is Banner 4- 
gainſt the World,” che Fleſh and the Devil: 
But doſt *thbu faht ſucceſsfully, ot 6nly + 2s 
one that beateth: the Air? Is'thine Armour 
of a heavenlyTethper, ſuch as the Sd of 
of Faith, che Bteaft- plate 6f Ri chteouſneſs, 
and the © Sword of the Spitit; or, are the 
Weapons of thy Warfare oy e n 
Us humah Prids Die ourage, 
and by natural 'Redſon?'T 500 


on grove what Metal both Thou and 
50118 ars made GR nn Hobo etui 
Oe mot: Doſt thön Ative Lewy, 
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ot Ra = Subjection, 0 
by the Grace given fight | manfoll 
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agatoſt thoſe — 5 of 
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Enemy — 15 L. ſhall rie agar tho ne Be 
et when] fie in-Darkneſs thak id:y ny 


Incumbrances ob 3 0 5 555 5 45 
move at ee and — 
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Senn in Pleaure wade riots Lariat: 3 
Profits or Diverſions, the Vanities and Folliet 
of the World: run away with us, and leave 

us neither Leiſure nor Inclination for Seri- 
ouſneſs. Nay, among the beſt of us, how | 
much Reaſon is there for Complaim! 
What Backwardneſs in Religious Duties 
What Dullneſs and Dryneſs in the Perform. 
ance of them ! How little Devotion in our 
Cloſets! How little of Godlineſs in our Con- 
verſation ! Howy unmortified in our Lives! 
Ho unſpiritualized in our Affections] In- 
ſomuch that I fear, that the Precept in the 
| Text comes home rather as a Word of Res | 
pings: than Caution to every one of us.: | 
But if the former Part of the Text 
carries in it a Rebuke to the Lazy and 

the Loiterer, the latter Part of it holds | 

forth Encouragement to the Faint heal 7 

ted — Be Followers of them who thro' Faith 

and Patience inherit the Promiſes. : We are 

bere not only told our N 2 animate 1 

dur Imitation the Examples 'of hoſe who 4 
have Gag before us in the ear haue 
t the g od Fight, and finiſhed: their 

- Cap ry and are now in Poſſeffion of tha 
dw of Life nien n aid'1 e ö 


4 


T 


N 1 | "venerable ine 


other now! glorified: Saints in all 5 
the Church®s who? are 10 in 8 


and ſhining Lig 

and Guide our Peet in — to 12 

Take then for your Patterns theſs n 

Gold purified Seven 1 ons! 

the Morning, theſe 1 Stars 

Light,” and, fired by their Examples, "preſs 
n to Victory and u & "yy not Within 2 


us, ſuch: 'Perſeltion is 166 bed ˖ * 
we cannot attain unto it; for they were 


Fleſh and Blood as we are, Men of like 


Paſſions with Gut rſelves a and "both? their 


follow them 


militant, PIE all Mei | 
g departed this Life in his Faith and 
. ker: * bat dars noe ors . on ibn 


that we (Ngctber with them might be made 
| Pe takers of the Promiſes. Having then 
ſo great ae bright a Cloud ofi- Witmeſly, 
let us enter upon lan CIO with. Alacyi, | 


for gur SpeRators, Saints for our Examples, | 
. Chriſt for our Captain, and, in c 
y,/ Heaven for our Inheritance.  _ 
But as we are directed to follow dee 
hs now inherit the Promiſes, - fo muſt we 
in the ſame ee wen, | 

Vit thro” Faith and Patiencßte. 
What great and glorious Things d0 ve 
ber Faith in the Scriptures as exempli; | 
fied in the Lives: of the ancient Worthies, | 
lor which in particular I refer you. to the 
xi. Chapter of this Epiſtle; ' whence we 
may learn, that Faith in Chriſt is not a 
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$ were / written, en ou ur Imitation, | = 


a as A od FA wc 


"i wich for is waning to ani, | 
| wo vs in dts: we have Men and Ange 
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ſe of Vie, | 
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Lone World wa an fef 8 


Spitz nene Deyiabdwangled; 
the whale Law was a figurative Exhibition 
of Him; the Prophets reprefented im 
more diſtinctiy x but we have ſeen Him in 
a ſtill clearer Diſplay of our Salvation as | 
the. anly Begatten of "the Father! full og 
Grace and Truth. Zcit n is Faith in this Sa- 
viour that diſtinguiſhes us dom thoſe that 
fit in Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death 
tis tre Faith in bis Redeeming Hood 
that our. Juſtiffeation is evidenced tu us; 
dy the Power af this Fait all the Chriſtian | 
Herdes af old Time were e e 


the ame we and uy that follow erg go 
| and les not pref rs — wuhin 

Art thou toſſed in à troubled and tetapeſ. 
tueus Ocean where the Billows:of Adver- 
ſity and Affliction daſb againſt: thee, and 
Han 2 d pram es war men 


anno ſhalt ride 1 ory: on the T vel . 


un, Do Difficu 


lürr und Diſewatugement, 
like Lions in the arg oppo —— thy Paſfige 


Chriſtian Faiths * 6 oy — 90 daf Tbtd 4 
tc are poſſible to him that believeth: v 
if thou haſt a right Faith Chriſt is thine, 
and in Him all Things, Life and Death, 
Things preſent and Things to come;'þehold, | 
they will all work together for thy good, and 
1 thou-ſhalt at laſt aſſuredly receive the Endo 
my Faith, even the Salvation'of 4 8 ul.” 
® But then, in the next Place 
| that to Faith thou add Pitienors" lor | 
Faith, in a - vigorous Exertion of its full 
Power, be a kind of Chriſtian Omnipotenct, ! 
yet, that thou mayeſt know it do he's | 
Gift and not a Child of thine on, 
Lord is pleaſed at times to withhold dle 
Precious Fruits and Comforts of it, tho 
the Root remaineth- in thee't at ſüeh Ses. 
ſons thou mayſt go forth like'8appſimiito 
15 n . Wers, b 
N | _ wilt find thy — depart 2 
1 wa 


2 the Sls: aur Fate 


that thou art to all Appearance weak a8 "ts 
another Man; but be; not diſmayed; 1 = 


| Lord has not left: thee; He has only with of > - 
drawn ad: Evidence of one Grace-to.afford. 


| | occaſion or the Exerciſe of avpther 3; He: 
| | ſuffers thy Faith to dil: LPDEAT, tha * 
| ence may. hy ve her perfect Work in ahi. 4 
The Chriſtian Life is not a State gf un- 
interrupted Cömfott, as ſome. deſetibe it, 
herein ſpeaking tom their Syſtem, and not 
from any Experience of their oN˖an. It is 
not the Way of God's Dealings with us, 
nor is it meet for us, that we ſhould alway YH 
walk on our High Places, and feed on 
| the Mountains of Exaltation, but deſcend 
at Times into the Valley beneath for gur 
Tryal and Humiſiation: It Was rb | 
the Son of God walked. when He Iwgat 2 48 
it were great Drops of Blood: Here it was 
that He drank off the Bitter Cup of his 
Paſſion: And here e. muſt follow Him 
| thro' Death to Life eternal; . For it be- 
came Him for whom are all . hings, 
“and by whom arp all Things,..in;bring- 
* ing many Sons unto Glory, to make the 
+ Captain, of. their Salvation perfect theo * 
| * Sufferings.: For poth He that ſagRtifieth, 
1 00 1 be e fanctißeg ere all. of 
ks Y one; 


* ; 8 e 


Thus then if 
we mean to be Pattakers of Chriſt's Hoti. 
neſs, we muſt alſo be Partakers of his Suffer. 
ings; and if we ſuffer with Him ti ntly ß7 
we ſhalt reign with Him eternally. | | 

Here then we ſee our need of 3 

as debate we faw our need of Faith: And 
God be praiſed, that He hath provided 
Virtues and Graces ſuited to every Su 
and Stage, every Time and Exigency of be 
Chriſtian Life. What the the Day of 
 Rgoicing ſeem to be over with ſome of u, 
or ary not yet begun, and Sorrow, be 
nigh at hand; tho no Voice of Joy be 
heard in our Dwellings, but our Abode bo 
ealled Bochim, or a Place of Mournersz jet, 
0 Chriſtians, ſorrow not as Men without 
Hope, but in Patience poſſeſs ye your 
Souls: You fit at the Foot of the Crob | 
weeping; look up to Him who 2 
on it with the Defire of your Sou | 
your Truſt in the Lord, —_ 
Lord 71% for your Groanings are not 

. hid from Him; He will put y your Tears 
into his Bottle, and 1 Sorrows ſhall be 
noted in his Book. If He delay for a 
5 while his gracious ' Viſits,” yet n or 
| im, | 


* 


Him, He will not tarry long, He will 8350 
not leave you. comfortleſs, He will me 


and was confounded!. Or did any abide nn 
his Fear and was forſaken ! Hr othom 5 

And now having laid N « the t . 
Sketch of the Chriſtian Warfare, with 5 "7 
fuitable; Motives | For your b Ragomes „ 
v 8 
211 you have b 5 


and your Conſciences know. 
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ever; I, am ſure. 
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A is, all of Faith towards God jet un 
122 ih your Souls; Bite ns longer tartyin 
to' turn | unto the Lord,” and put, not's 
from Day to Day, for who knows. whether | 
the Mercy of another Day will be granted 
ou or not? Who knows but the Son of God 
is now preparing his Throne for Judgrhent? 
That the "Angel, to whom the Office of 
ſüummoning the Quick and Dead before Him 
is affighed, has already received His Com. | 
mand to blow the tremendous Blaſt, "ol A 
that other Angel ſpoken of in the Rebel. 
tion, to take his Stand i upon the Sea, and 
x vpon the Earth, and to ſwear by Hn 
that 'liveth for ever and ever that Tie 
thall be no more. We cannot be fore thi 
is is not the caſe, and therefore v what 
"Madneſs is it to clo eternal Salvation u 
4 C hance Which we know not how f 
may fall us! Fhis, however, is certain, 9 
Death cangot be far from any one, "And 
Will probabl V ſurprize ſome of us very ſoon, 
and a8 the is no Repentance or Work h 
the Grave whither' we are going, it behojes | 
us a8 titch 28. FF a inf the "Hour of 
whath oF; | Pouch 
not ſay 1 as you wd Tao im Godli- 
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cept 


[- coſt upan-Precept'y Sama thin . 


14 Re per atance; 3 for God 
the Fathen:calleth yousby Providenceguby = 
Mercies, by nene oy N 


by — and: Admonitions of yeur 
own: Gander, V Who then ther Fah- 1 
ful and wiſe: 3 who knoweth =his 
Lord's Will, and preparethi bimſelf te do - 
thereafter? Bleſſed; is that Seryant/! yea 
thrice bleſſed ſball he be in aha Daz When fg 
the Lord maketh up his Jewels, for be 
| ſhall ſhine as the Sun inithę Kingdom of f 
* Father for ever and er. ip „nt! 
Ariſe now, O ye Jothful ones, frem yoẽjꝶ,ꝑ 
Bed of Slumber, before your Eyes.are:cloſed 
in eternal: Death. Be. wiſe; Ol ye fooliſh 
Virgins, and provide Oyl for your Lamps 
bad the Doot of Merey: be ſhut againſt 
you. And tho it be the Rlaventh Hout with 
many of you, and Je haye ſtodd thus long 
idle, the Day is not yet quite ſpent — You. 
may ſtill enter into the Vineyard, and re- * 
ceire every o e a WES And tho' your 
| Hens 6. * 
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ea of Tiberias, hüllt He ſent the 
Maltirde away, which having done 
5 A Mount ken 
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Se 8 ſoever 1 may 1 our N to j and 
| WY exert gurſelves for the Benefit of others, y 1 
this will not excuſe our Neglect of private 
Devotion: We muſt 1 e 
ourſelves from 8 the Crowd, an the 
; Diſtractions of all fn Orgs, to 
to hold an holy Intercourſe with God. the 
Father of our Spirits, and to \Elevate our 
Houghts to Heavenly Things.- bs SA 
Outward Duties have a conſiderable Place 
in Religion, foralmuch 3 as We ſtand related 3 
to thoſe that areaboutus in various Connex- 
ions which call upon us for frequei 
ſions of our Charity in mutual goo 1 
towards our Brethren ; hut the Divine Life 1 
conſiſts chiefly: in the Exeretſe of int | 
._-Graces and devour” 8 brin ging w 
into Communidn' 'With God, and ſo deriving 
from Him the Supports a6d Conſolations of 
ET: > his Spirit: And in theſe AQings of Dis ine 
FPiaith, Reſignation and Loe it Was, "that 
our Lord's s Humanitg was enabled to- overs 
come in his Temptation in the Wilderneſs, 
ſtrengthned under his Agony in the Garden; | 
transfigured. on he Mount; ah ict ed 


om eve ee of 1 

1 and all Commerce with the World, to ſet if 

our Souls with e Entertainment, we 
d aſſure V ork of: C ( 


fores Je Cordials to gur Spirit + _ 
our weariſome Journey thro? Fe Vale = 


Miſery, but alſo greatly helpful in meet „ 
us for the 1 51 n of, our Stat ion. | 


ws of EC AN Bw. 


: Led) that the D great Jeo- „ 4 : 
pardyi in a Storm, the Ship being now in the ; 3 
Midſt of the Sea toſſed with the Waves, for 1 
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the W ind was contrary: and in the fourth 1 ; | 


Watch of the Night Fe ſus. went unto them ; - 
walking on the Sea. Whether dur Lord  .  |Þ 


N * R N. _ 


foreſeeing, the. Tempeſt ordered. them duʒt .Y 
to Sea; or whether He, at wh :Wordithe 3 
ſtormy „Wind ariſeth, Wppointed. it for the Þ 
1 of their Faith and to ſhew forth his 


ers in their wonderful Deliveradee is 
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not material for us to know; ſute it 1 Us, „ 
| it it happened not without wiſe Deſign; 
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even CY Sparrow. falleth pot t to the 
id without his Knowledge, much mat 
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* doth He RATE biraſeF il in all that befall· 
Teth his Children. The Diſciples then were 
| to de brought into Danger and Diſtreſs that 
they might have a freſli Provf of cheir Lords 
Divinity and tendet Cate of them, and that 
by ſuch repeated Pledges of his Power and 
Goodnels,. their Infidelity rhight be over- 
come; and their Hearts melted into Love and 
Gratitude towards. their Divine. Maſter and 
Bentfactor : 80 patient is our Lord toward: 
us, condeſcending, in Compaſſion to our | 
Tnfirmities, to manifeſt his Love td us at ſun- 
dry Times amd in diyers Manners, if by an 
means He may conquer the Reluctance oy 
Stubborneſs of bur Nature, and gain him. 
ſelf the Victory over our unbelieving Hearts. 
One would think, indeed, that the Diſei ples 
ſtood in little need of any freſh Ne 
Lord's Divine Poser for the Confirmation 
of their Falth after fv recent aDemonſtration 
of it as that of his feeding Five thouſand Men, 

beſides Women and Children, With poly 
Five Loaves and Two ſmall Fiſhes ; but F. 

Mart, who alſo relates this Oircumſtaner 
of the Storm, tells us, that when hare Wind 

cenſeil upon our Baviour 's entr mo che 

ag n were Z be = ered 


* 


from el Eeideder ty. "This: con- 
feſſedly has its uſe when well applied, 
but how inſufficient this is of itſelf alone to 
any good Purpoſes of the Divine Life, we 
may learn from this Inſtance of the Diſci- 


f 


ples during their unenlightened, uncanver- i 


ted State, whoſe Fach (ho 
Eye-witneſfes to ſo many mighty 


y our Lord) ſeldorn laſted 4 rom on ene 


cond Chap: of st. Jobe 
vel on Jeſus when they fa bis Miracles; 
but tha He did not commit himſelf unto 
* them becauſe He knew all Men; | givi Y 


% #'Þ 


us hereby to underſtand, that altho g 


| bably ſuch As thro' t the — k- of Favour or 


the Fear of P. 
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nol . 5 which is 1 in us by the Spirit of 


Grace, and where with the Heart believet 
unto Righteouſneſs, even that operative 
holy Principle which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
where: he ſaith; the Life which I naw 6— 
live, IL lire by the Faith of the Son of 
„God: The former kind of Faith carnal 
Men oſten haue, and yet both live and dye 
in their Sins : the latter is that which puri 
fieth the Heart from Sin, and under the In 
fluence of which we believe to the ſaving of 
the Soul: With the one we call Jeſus Lord 
by the or Pom en and ſo with the Mouth 
nf fion'to Salvation; by che belt 
a God, they knew that Tie n 
the Chriſt. "Math Strels! is laid by the Ge. 
nerality on the Evidence of Miracles, as if 
that were the beſt and ſureſt Foundation Fol 
the Chriſtian Faith, for outward/Chr 
only bulld on outward Evidence but 
where the Heart is ſhut againſt the Grace 
of \Paith, and the inward Demonſtratis 
ol che Spirit and Power of./Trut +340 fl 
"the-raifing of the Dead to 0 pf 
ever it might furniſh Matter = 
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Heart. This "Obſcrvatibi' is not founded A 


on Opinion; but Fact; for the Yewlfe Ru- 
lers knew of *our Lord's raiſing not only 
Lazarus but alſo Himſelf from the Dead; 

and yet did all they could to ſuppreſs the 
Belief and Effect of theſe Miracles: And 
for this Cauſe probably it was, tl 


that our Sa- 
viour who wrought many Mitacles, to che 
End that no Credentials: might t be wanting 
to his Miſſion and Miniſtry, but that every 
Mouth might be ſtopped and all Tnfidelity 
remain without Excuſe, yet refuſed to ſatisfy 
the Expectation of the Phariſees and of 
Herod on that Point, as likewiſe the De- 
mand of thoſe who required his coming 
down from the Croſs, that they might be- 
 Hieve; Thus does our "Heavenly Father 
reveal to Babes, to the Humble and Simple, 
what He conceals from the Wiſe and Pru- 
dent of this World. — But to return to > the 
Diſciples in their 2 g 
It is ſaid in the ſecond Ver 

Text, that when the Diſtighs thr" — 5 
the Lord walking on the Sea, they were 
troubled, ſaying; Ir it a Spirit, and they cried 
n 2 Fear. How natural is it for Peo- 


by Jelves * the Workin; Irs ed own'dif, 
a turbed Imaginations ? Kg: the Diſci es 

_ were at this Time in ſuch Cireumſtances 3 
are apt to cauſe Perturbation-of Muna us 
muſt readily allow, according to that joſ 
=. and elegant Deſcription given by the Plal 
| wiſe of Perſons at Sea in a Storm: They 
< are carried up to the Heaven and d down 

«again to "her Deep; their, Soul melteth 

* e away becauſe. of theTroyble ; they reel to 
3 ſtagger like a drunken Man, 
5 Fe Wits end. f But allowing 
242 chem to be lo far Maſters of-theraſelves as to 
preſetve their Minds free from Diſorder W 
all Deluſions of Fancy upon this occaſion, 
yet even ſo we muſt grant it to be no un. 
reaſonable Concluſion, that the Form of 4 
Man ſeen walking. upon the Waters could 
E be no other than a Spirit; for what Body 
| - of Fleſh and Blood was ever known ta do 
o before? Who but He. that orcatedl the 
| Elements could ſuſpend ar alter the Proper. 
ties and Laws of their Nature, and walk: 
upon the Sea as upon dry Around 7. 
tho we apologize for their Miſta 

how ſhall we allow for their. Fear: 

1 a para. 4 For what. is-1 


Rage ag ſobjeck 10 n Co mand an« 
Cogtroul of Him who is the God of 2 
Spirits as much as of his other Creatur 

I they are good Spirits, they can bave 70. 
lacliontion to has us, but come 8225 friend- 
goat '« For a are l 


3 — d, 95 — of Danny 
2 Enemies ta Men, Jer bes fo they rs 


gmore to fear from Spirits than wes 
which may 


lies here: The Diſcip les were at this Time 


frail ee th other Men who. are 
more led by 3 ; 


N con], and thus. 


| they cannot pals and therefars. we have: 


- oak nem tied in af: pon 
Exil to us: But the Truth of the Matter 


Night, theShip tofled with the Wares an 


| Suu ig with the! Horrors of the Deep thinking th 7 


e ” our n Safe, 


"Y they faw a Spectre riſen Kom beneath W 


pronounce their Doom and bid them to pte. 
pare for their watery Grave: Such and ö 

great was their Diſtreſs when Jeſus Tpake 
unto them and faid ; Be of good 1 — 
It is £4 be not Let? And when He came 
| info 5 


ous © Des ENT bis Children: in the 
greateſt ſeeming Severity of his Diſpenſati 
ons, and how in the midſt of Judgment He 
- thinketh upon Mercy: Were the Diſcipls 
brou ght into great Trouble; let not God's 
Childes at any Time complain when this 
happens to be their Caſe alſo, nor ſay, with 
murmurin 8 Jacob when afflicted, _ All 
«theſe things are againſt me; for all th f 
things work for good to them that love God; 
N chaſtneth them for their Profit that 
they may be Partakers of his Holineſs:“ 
Nay, Sorrow and Trouble is the Lot of all 
Men living, in a greater or leſs Degree, to 
| anſwer ſome Purpoſe of the L Divine Mercy 
and Goodneſs 5 75 them, unleſs defeated 
bo, not "profiting by chen as they 6ught. | 
How w many: "would have ſunk into a "total 
14, 2 ä Forget- 


Forgetfulneſ: "of C Soda the Baſe and: 8085 bagges 


ſhine of a fatal Proſperity, who he ave- been 2 * 
brought to. ſeek . the Lord by 4 gracio 18 N 


Adverfity 1 What Inſtances of Perſons be- 
ing deprived of their moſt valued. temporal 
Bleſſings, their deareſt Friends and: neareſt 
Relations for their good, when theſe Com- 
forts have become Snares to them and ſto- 
len their Affections from God? And how 
haas a Fit of Sickneſs,” or being brought into 
Peril of Death by any other Means, ferved, 
like an Angel with bis Sword drawn in the 
Way, to ſtop thoſe in the Career of! their 
Wickedneſs who were raſhing violently up- 
on Deſtruction ! Thus does the Lord bring 
us low, that He may bring us near to Him- 
ſelf, and bumbleth us that He may exalt 
us in due Time: Were we not made ſenſi 
ble of our-own/ Inſufficiency: to help our- 
ſelves, ve ſhould not flee to mh for Suc- 
cour; and were He not to ſuffer us to come 
into Trouble He could not be a Deliverer in 
our Diſtreſs, that ſo we e learn to o praiſe 
Him. 2 4 e x3 $72 "I > 
"6 We read that the Mariners ! in Yonab's 
Ship, upon occaſion. of the Storm; feared 
the Lord {exceedingly, and offered Sacri- 
four aw 3 the Senſe of” their 
5 Due | 


E * 
0 2 
* | | 
: 
* 
* * | 
4 1 55 | 


4 en Daogte excited that of their 855 un 
ud their Deliverance ſtirred them up to tnt 


Euxurciſe of Gratitude and Praiſe to that Go 
who ſhews his Wonders in the eep, and | 


er 1. wild be well: ce de | 
ny Thouſands amongſt us that go down o 
the bea in Ships, and occupy their Buſinek 
in greet Waters, thus feared the Lord aid. 
reverenced his Holy Name inſtead of pol 
hing it with their horrid Oaths and Impre. 
cations ; It is indeed a ſad Conſideration, 

chat they who ſtand indebted to the Good. 
OD ene a more pe reer 


| ſhould 3 rn as plirit: 6 lie | 
cer tos bent of f Religion JR und | 


A 7 „ SA 


But are deſigned 10'be & 0 
general uſe — Men to Seriouſneſi 


they are in a more particular manner jaſefil 
to the Sons and Daughters of God, in ex- 


eteiſing their Virtues, - and to prepare them 
for greater degrees of Grace. Thus Dov 
could fay; it was good fot him that be bad 
been afflicted, and — Saint * beſides 
-n has deen a afflicted in lle ma 


in Spiritual Gin | 


ledgment, or if he knows it not nom. 
ſhall know: hereafter, : | © BG Eat 
The Lord is oftentimes: pleaſed 
that N95 may not be. ie with, wein 
Gifts, nor aſcribe that to Nature which i is 
wholly: of Grace, Inſtances of which we 
have many in the holy Men of Old, par- 
ticularly Elijah, David, and Jeremiub, 
whoſe ſore Tryals of this kind fetched. from 

them very forrowful Complaints, not with 
out a great Mixture of human Infirmity:z 
for of fork Times they were alſo left in 
Darkneſs, and therefore loſt Sight of the 
Reaſons of the Divine Oeconomy : But yet 
to convince both them and us that tho 
many are the Troubles of the Righteous, 
yet the Lord delivereth them out af all, 
" ls he mill of the Soros 
25 did ſooner on the tefreſh their Souls, 
and that even in the darkeſt Night of their 
Affliction the Lord did appear unte them 
if not in the firſt or ſecond, yet in the 
bog 2 A N Watch, ſaying, 1 51 be 
* i wadIthat ſuffered this Diſs 


Vand therefore thou oughteſt not 0 . FAY 
en way to Impatience and Diſtruſt nor to 
ſorrow as Men without Hope; and it is 1 
who am now come to thy Relief; therefore 
be of good Courage. Ve, n wart $i 1 
dene now to :confitterithe Iobde of he 
Narrative of which the Text is Part; for 
every Miracle that our Saviour wrougbt, 
and every Parable that He ſpake, reads n 
Spiritual Leſſon. The Ship in the midſt | 
of the Sea is an apt Emblem of -Chrift's 
Church in this temporary State of ber 
Paſſage to Eternity, as the! ſtormy Wind 
lifting up the Waves thereof is of the vati- 
ous Tryals and Perſecutions ſhe muſt ex- 
pect to meet with in her Voyage to that 
Haven of Reſt where ſhe would be; and 
our Lord's walking upon the Sea to the 
Relief of his Diſciples, and his ſtilling the 
Raging of the Tempeſt, emphatically de- 
notes his watchful and 3 Care of 
bis Church in the worſt of Times, and that 
He is always with it even unto the End. 
That the few faithful Servants: of: God 
have in all Ages of the World met with 
a ſtormy Paſſage thro' it, the Serißpture 
Account of the Church, ab far as it Comes 
4 _ down, 


down, Md be e 1 Tha Ogpo- 8. 
ſition which the Children of the Kingdom N 
dren of this * | 


were to expect from the Chil 
World began to ſhew- it ſelf ſo early a8 
in the Days of Cain and el; and ſo far 
did Ungodlineſs prevail, in the Earth, that 
we. read of but one F amily f fearing God. 
remaining upon it after an Increaſe. of 
Mankind thro* the Space of Two thouſand 
Years, and that Family doubtleſs ſuffering 
more from the Wickedneſs of the Times, 
than when afterwards toſſed in the Ark. 
upon. the Waves of an Univerſal Deluge. : 
After the new World was. repeopled we 
find but Threeſcore and ten Souls Worſhip- 
ers of the true God, and their Seed ſoon af- 
ter brought under cruel Bondage to Agyp> 
tian Tyrants: And when the 1ſraclites were 
ſet free_and conducted into the promiſed 


Land, how were they oppreſſed and perſe- . 


cuted by the idolatrous Nations round about 
them, Moabites and Ammonites, Phils Hines 
and Syrians, as if the Church of God had 
been the Antitype of Noab's Dove that 
could find no reſting Place for the Soles of 
ber Feet; and as if, the Fidelity and Obe- | 
dience of one entire People had been too 
* a Sacrifice for Adam 5 fallen Rien 


Samen to offer up to God. Behold Ten Tribes out 
of Twelve apoſtatizing from his \ Wortkip 


to Idolatry, and the ben that were found 
faithful among them forced to hide them- 

' ſelves in Dens and Caves of the Earth, | 
And has it fared better with the Chriſtian - 
Church ! Did not the Dragon do his ut- 
moſt to ſtrangle the Child in its Infancy? 
Was not this 1 holy Nation put to a ſevere 
Proof of her Conftancy in. her early Days 
by ten ſharp Perſocutions? And how many 
Thouſands have ſealed theirTeſtimony with 
their Blood by the Murders and Maſſacre 
of Ale: ther, finding as little Mercy from | 
profeſſing Chriſtians of different Denomi- | 
nations as their Fore-fathers had done from 
Heatheniſh Idolaters. Add to this the many 
open Attacks which Chriſtianity has ſuſtain 
ed from the Armies of Infidelity, the Dar- 
gers it has been in from Hereſy, , Super- 
ftition and the Inventions of Men, and, 

What is no leſs prejudicial to the Suceel | 
of the Goſpel, the great Scandal and Of- 
fence given to thoſe that are without by 
the Immorality or mere Formality of ma- 
ny Profeffors, Men hating the Truth as'it is 


ih Chi Feſus as much as they diſgrace it 
* 


af 


oly Lives and yain a 


11 U we. he me Kessel theſe: Dit. * 


ficulties and Diſcourage ments, this Oppoſi· 
tion and Emmy which the Pure and holy * MY 
Chriftiary Faith "has: all along met win 
and muſt al xpeR to 1385 with from 4 
vain, infidel- and wicked World, we muſt 
own, that the Church of Chriſt, as co. 
biting of ſpititual, heavenly-minded Chrif. 
tians, too juſtly reſembles # Ship in Diſ- 
midſt of the Sea, toſſed with 

and the Wind. contrary. But 
he ſame Lore ho ſaxed Noah 2nd bis 
Family in the Ark, from. periſhing b y the 
Waters; a; Who preſerved the 9 55 a 


„. 13 


diſtinct > People. For: Hynde + B 


and So that had not bowed: the Knee 
zl; that fame. Lord. hath in thoſe 
| degenerate Lines s few, 1 truſt that 1 may 

Names, even; in this 0 our Sardis, 


who. have, not defiled their Garments,.. but 
lau 88 og rhe ory they 7 0 


1 e chi 6 
e, Church, whilſt it 
e e ee by a ger 

I ere 


ner 


a 770 neral 1 3 a Lie, Spirit and 
Power of Godlineſs, yet in the moſt corrupt 


84 3 
x; 1 * — * x 


| NY Ages and. Nations Chriſt has a Faithful 


Remnant of. ſecret ones which conſtitute 
that holy invifible Church which He has 


founded upon a Rock, and on wh ich He 


will fulfil his Promiſe, that neither the 


Wind nor the Waves, nor the Gates of 


Hell ſhall prevail againſt. it, 


Having now confidered hs Text both! i 
15 Hiſtory and Myſtery, 1 proceed to male 
a ſpiritual Application of it to Two Sorts of 
Perſons: And firſt to ſuch as truſt i in them- 
ſelves that th ey are righteous, and tak not 


the Lord Yeſus'for their Saviour. 


And here, what will you do, O ye! fol 
ones! in the Day of your Calamity, when | 


God ſhall come to prove what is in your 


Hearts, ſhall bring you into Peril of Death, 
and erect his Throne of Judgment im your 
Conſciences! For know of a Truth 


1; thata 
Storm is appointed for your Tryal alſo. Be- 


Hold, then! the Tempeſt is begun, "and 
thou art in the midft of the Sea, toſſed 
with the Waves and the Wind againſt thee. 
What now is thy Strength and wherein is 
thy Confidence? Canſt thou ſtill the 4 
ging of the Sea? Caſt” thou” withfta 


I | the 


41 une 22 


the Breath of God's Diſpleaſure when He $#i er 
ariſeth terribly to ſhake the Earth? Thou = 


fayſt that thou haſt eſtabliſhed thine own 


Righteouſneſs upon the ſtrong Mountains 


that cannot be ſhaken; but behold, the un- 
ſtable Water is thy Foundation! Beſides, 
thy Veſſel is frail and leaky, thy Sails rent 
and torn, the Anchor of thy Hope no bettet 
than a bended Reed, and the Cable wherein 
thou truſteſt but as a Green With which 
breaketh as a Thread of Tow is broken 
when it toucheth the Fire. But hark! the 
mighty God hath a Contioverſy with thee: 
Ae ſpeaketh out of the Whirlwind and 
biddeth thee prepare for thy Defence; for | 
lo ! a dreadful Accuſation is brought EY 
gainſt thee, Thou art charged with the 
Guilt of High Treaſon againſt the Sovereign 
Majeſty of Heaven; with having defaced 
the Divine Image in thy Soul, broken 
God's Laws, deſpiſed his Goodnels; defied 
his Power, and rebelled againſt his Govern 
ment. What now is thy Plea ? and where- 
with wilt thou come before the moſt High? 
Wilt thou gird up thy Loins like a Man 
and anſwer, for thyſelf ? 75 Bring forth then 
thy ſtrong Reaſons and proceed to thy De- 
fence = — but conſider, well how thou main- 
Ha. 1 taineſt | 


100 Cbriſi our only Safe 
es taineſt thy Cauſe ! And what. thou haft to 
In. offer in Arreſt of Judgment; for God is 
Judge Himſelf, and He trieth the very $e- 
crets of the Heart. Wilt thou bug thine 
Innocence and Purity before thy Judge? 
BY Alas, fond Man! forbear this Plea, ot 
2 thou ſhalt be found a Lyar before God, i 
LE thou art corrupt in the very Eſſence and 
firſt Forms of thy Nature, waſt conceived in 
Sin, and ſhapen in Iniquity, and conſequent- 
ly born a Child of Wrath; and therefore 
except thou be ſpiritually born again, and 
ſo brought into the true Filiation by Adop- 
tion and Grace, thou canſt not inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Urge not, then, fallen 
Man] thy native Innocence before a God 
of infinite Purity and Holineſs, for in this 
reſpect ſhall no Man living be juſtified, por 
any one that is born of a Woman, be ac- 
counted clean before Him; yea, the 
= Stars are not clean in his Sight; how 
e much leſs Man that is Corruption, and 
& * the Son of Man that is but a Worm.“ 
1 But perhaps thou chuſeſt to ſtand upon 
| 72 Obedience, and therefore appealeſt to 
0 the Law and the Teſtimony for thy Juſtibi- 
.cation: To the Law and the Teſtimony 
en e ſhalt go, and they ſhall 15 


thy 
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thy Judges. But take heed, O Man, what 8 Sy 650% 


thou doeſt ? For herein thou appealeſt to a 
Court that ſheweth no Mercy; ; and there- 
fore unleſs thou canſt bring with thee a per- 
fect Obedience to the whole Law in every 


Jot and Title of its Requirements, come not 


near the dreadful burning Mount of Sinai; 
for what faith the Voice? — ** Curſed is 
every one that continueth in all things 


10 which are written in the Book of the Law 


* to do them.” ” Rut art thou reſolved to 


| abide by thy Plea, and to put the Hue of | 


thy Tryal upon the Validity of it? Stan 

forth then and anſwer, before Heaven' and 
Earth, for Men and Angels are thy Witneſſes, 
Haſt thou ke pt the whole Law, and walked 
in all the d and Ordinances of 


the Lord blameleſs from thy Youth up un- 


til now ? Haſt thou never done thoſe things 


which thou oughteſt not to have done? 


And never left undone thoſe things which 
thou ſhouldſt have done? Haſt thon ever 
been a dutiful Child, and loved the Lord 
| thy God with all thine Heart, with all thy 
Soul, and with all thy Strength, and thy 
N cighbonr' as thyſelf ? Haſt thou fet a 
watch | continually upon the Door of thy 
Li ps , and never offended with thy Tongue ? 


"WP ED. - 


102 
er And haſt thou preſerved thy Mind at all 
times free from every unclean and ſinful 


G er a de 


Thought, Deſire, Imagination, and Luft? 


For know, that God's Commandment is 


exceeding broad, and extendeth to the in- 


| moſt Receſſes of the Soul..— Speak now, 


© Priſoner, and anſwer tothy Examination, 
for thou art upon Life and -Death! — 
What, anſwereſt thou nothing! How is 1 
that thy Countenance is fallen, and that thoy 
art become ſpeechleſs in the Judgment! 


The Reaſon is evident — thy Plea of Obe. 
dience hath failed, thee — thy Conſcience 


teſtifies againſt thee — and the Law is be- 
come the Miniſtration of thy Condemnation, 
Behold, O Man ! O Woman! whoever thou 


art that ſeekeſt to be juſtified by thy Doings, 


this is thy very Caſe — Thou art weighed 


in the Balance and found wanting — thou 


art convicted of being a Debtor to the Lau, 
and therefore ſhalt be caſt into Priſon till 
thou haſt paid the uttermoſt Farthing, but 


this thou ſhalt never be bf: to do to all 


Eternity. 

Come then, my fellow 1 be per- 
ſaaded, ere it be too late, to retract your 
Pleas of Innocence and Obedience, to re: 


nounce as well your Rightecuſneſe, 4 A 


your 


—_ 


Spiritual Gall. - age 


IV, 
upon the Mercies of God in Cbriſt Feſus. > 


If you are obſtinately bent upon ſtanding 
Tryal at the Bar of God's Juſtice, I am 
bold to tell you that you are undone for ever, 
nor will it be in the Power of all the Hoſt 
of Heaven to help you, for every Soul of 
Man is guilty before God, guilty of ſhed- 
ding the Blood of the Son of God, and 
therefore God's Juſtice is the Man-ſlayer, 
the Avenger of Blood. Flee then for your 
Lives — Flee for your Souls to the City of 
Refuge, and lay hold on the Horns of the h 
Altar, for herein lies your only. Safety, even 
iti the Merits and atoning Blood of that 
Lamb of God- whom our. Sins have cruci- 
fied and ſlain. Such is the Love of Je efus 
to Sinners! — Such is the Love of Jeſus to 
his Murderers! — Are we then void of all _ 
Righteouſneſs in ourſelves that can juſtify ? 
all Tranſgreſſors of God's holy Law, and 
as ſuch liable to the Curſe and: Condemna- 
tion of it? Let us go as poor, penitent 
Sinners in Faith to the Author and Media- 
tor of a better Covenant, even to Him 
who is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs 
to all them that believe, and who has fulfilled 
be Lau, and was made Sin for us, that we. 
H 4 might. 


your Uritightocaluei; and to caſt yourſelves®*nwon; | 
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2 our only: Safety 


er might be made the Righteouſneſs ' f: God IN 


ay Him. So ſhall He be to us a Jeſus to 

fave us from our Sins; and ſo ſhall we be able 

to _y to Him with Confidence in the Judg- 

ment: Thou ſhalt anſwer for me O Lord 

| my pied For henceforth there is no un 
| Nation to them that are in Chrift Fe 


FE Fo conclude with a Word to thoſe - | 

put their Truſt in the Lord, and i in that 
Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith. 

Art thoy : a Chriſtian ? Suffer a Word of 
4 Exhortation, and permit me to remind 
thee that thou art on a Voyage to Eternit 
in the midſt of a tempeſtuous Ocean, 
where many Difficulties and Dangers await 
thee; and therefore that thou muſt prepare 

thy Soul for Tem ptation. What if from 

thy firſt ſettin I until now the Wind has 

| po fair 1 thy Paſſage favourable, jet 
flatter not thyſelf wich vain Hopes, that it 
will hold thus with thee unto the End; for 
no one ever yet reached the Shore vr the 

heavenl Canaan without meeting a Storm 
by the Te Moſes, and Job, and David, 
and all the Worthies of old Time bear Wit- 
neſs to this Truth from more than com- 
mon Experience; ; nay, the Son of God 
himſelf had a Copflict with the ſharpeſt 
Storm 


in Sees Gg 105 
9 Nature ever felt, for the Prince 9 
of yrs Power of the Air and all the Poten- 
tates of Darkneſs conſpired to heighten the 
Fury and Horrors of it; yea, the en 
of God was in it, and therefore it 
both Heaven and Earth. How then nay i 
thou hope to eſcape without encountrins 
ſome adverſe Blaſt? | . e 
But perhaps thou art eee come to 
thy Tryal, and therefore ſtandeſt more in 
need of Comfort than Warning: The 
ſtormy Wind perhaps is already riſen, Tri- 
bulation and Anguiſh have got faſt hold . ©- 
on thee, and thou art to thy thinking vexed 
with all God's Storms; without are Fight- 
ings and within are Fears, whilſt thou art 
left in Darkneſs and in the Deep, without 
one Gleam of Light or Comfort to chear 
thy benighted Soul, and ſerve: thee for an 
Anchor of Hope: Nay, it may be, thou 
art not only toſſed with theſe Waves of 
Affliction and Sorrow, which ſhake the 
very Foundations of thy Faith, but the 
Wind alſo is contrary; God's Providences 
ſeem all againſt thee, thy beſt Purpoſes and 
Reſolutions are defeated; thy moſt promiſ- 
ing Hopes miſcarry, and thou proſpereſt 
in nothing thou putteſt thine Hand unto; 


yea 


Way to roi Thodghts, 0 
Afflicted, toſſed with Tem ay") f 
ed! For what ſaith the 
15 « For a [ſmall Moment have * forſaken 
„ the but: with great Mercies wilt 
5 5 . not n diſmayed, O Chriſtian Voya- 

ger, tho! the Wind and the Waves be againſt | 
thine: ep aj 1 Pectres and Devi 


half Way al 

2 Voy age; and ſhoutdſt thou turn back, 
eee eee eee e 
22 inches Swen 


5 ll the Reproachiand Ignominy of aD 
3 5 andl at laſt take up thy Abode in t 
Dity of Deſtruction, which ſhall ſh 
0 with Fire Better then, far better 1 
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3k bout ado 2 that a0 peril 
in the right Wey, eee 5 E: y 
$hore, dat ſet thy! F ace upalt 8 

on the Promiſed Lan Neither amt, nor 
flacken, thy Diligence to hold on thy Courſe 
tho the Waters rage and ſwell, and tho the Lo 
Mountains ſhake. decals f; the Tem — 
for Deliverance is near at «Hand: — 
Lord ĩs a preſent Help in : Time of Wable: 1 


a 
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That ſame. Jeſus who encountered, the bitter 
Tempeſt. of God's Wrath and jprevailed,. 
will overcome for thee in this Storm alſo,” | 
Behold! He is in the midſt of the Sea, tho 
thou knoweſt Him not — He hears thee | 
Shen thou erieſt unto Him in thy Trouble, 7 | 
and will deliver thee out of thy Diſtreſs; . AF 


for He maketh the Storm to ceaſe, ſo that 1 „ 
the Waves thereof are ſtill: 80 ſhalt thun. 
and all they that truſt in Him, be glad 3 


when thou art at reſt, When He bringeth | 
thee unto. the Haven where thou wouldſt be. 'Y 

And now, O Bleſſed Lord! who haſt © Þ 
„ thy choſen Servants; to maß; 
Diffieulties and: Dangers for the Tryal of 


is of Ihiy Name i in. their De > : 
1 not * > Spun of thy feeble ones to 
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ple at 
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1 . \ * + HA — e 5 the 3 
maritans from the ufd Church, and 
that impure Mixture of Idolatry and hea- 
theniſh Superſtition, with which their 
Commerce, and Affinity with the A- 
rians, had infected them, but alſo Pro- 
nouncing the Je to be the true viſible 
G ; rch- of, God; 8 Salvation 115 F e 
Fews, — In their Cuſtody is the Ta and 

the Writings of the Prophets; among 

them is the Pricfthood eſtabliſhed by, God, 

and that Form of Worſhip which. be * 

> appointed ; and of them 18 "the Meſſiah, the 

fe, ii, 3. Chriſt. — Oui of Zion, therefore, fol | 
| go forth the Law, and the Word of n or, 
e e i, op ge nd peiig 
But our Saviour, not. content Sid! ſet- 
T5 OT her right in this particular (for now 
© | Converts were to be made, not to Jud aiſm 
=_ !  . - a Chriftianity,) acquaints ber, Fiery all 
j 7 Diſputes about Loc rſhip were 
_ frivolous and unconcerning, © ing that 
EY 4 7 4.5 Diſtincion of Place, which kad till tl en 
EE: obtained. for the offering up of Sacrifices, | 
and the more ſolemn Celebration ef Di- 
N vine e wo fr gd the p f oe b 0 
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Imighty ads be-forved; in a more fre 
— unconfined manner, and that of the i 
Heart ſhould be the only true and accep- i „ 
table Religior : — The: Hour come 3, and : OE. 
70W 15, bench true Wor ſhipers ſhall, 4 e 
the. Father in Spirit and in 7 ruth, : Jer the 9 
Father ſeeketh ſuch to. worſhip bim. * . 

To worſhip God in Spirit con. here 
plainly denote inward Piety and Holineſs, 
in Contra-diſtin&tion to the Ceremonial | 
Law. of the Jeus, as it ſtood circu tanc- 
ed in its ſeveral , peculiar Rites and F rms 
of an outward Worſhip; as to wWorſhip - 
him ir . Truth, relates to that-fuller. 9 15 5 — 

of it in the Goff pel of Chriſt, whois i in- 1 
deed. Tr ruth. in "the very. Abſtr act, as he i is | 
God Bleſſed. for euer; and, in Perſon Rom ix j. 
and Offices, as God-man,. is the very Anti- 
type and Subſtance pointed at, and. {el 
forth, in ſo many. figuratiye Repreſentions : 
under the Law, of which they wer 
Shadows, and Reſemblance only, and not 
the Truth itſelf. In this Senſe, cherefo ore, 
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{3D ak 6 18 not dhe Law, then coir . 
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latter Cab and yer without any w y 
"Rr. the Propriety, or n 5 
of it, as urged upon the C 


t may it not be aſked here, Where. 
ut was the Eaw a Spiritua Religion ? In 
the Moral or Ceremonial Part of it Be 

1, Both in the one and the other, 


Sabre as the moſt princi- 
wad given! by 10 Pau. 1 ſhalt briefly 
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8 a hee a Fot 


inſtances” in bi nv for” 
n: — 1 bad not 
the Lau; fob T had not 
the Law — | v1 ew Caper cott. 


nay, were Strangers to 
of God, which is che 
all true Morality, and groſſly ign 
his Nature and Adios: Their V irtues 
therefore were, for 3 
Hejeal Nature, tallying well 


Tomte Vicer ſtood both un- 
emned, and praRtiſed y moſt of them: 


* 2 little. GE: in — * 

| its an ww Ebb the Religion, of f Na, 

3 1me,:; when 
— Was near its Tenith, 

| 5 Blindoeſs and. Ignorance with regarc 

» | loin: all — A be, 
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on the Mitre of Aaron; = 
the Lord; and to have? the 
meant nothing leſs than to 
him, 1 re 46 e —— un 


* 


ing as — 2 Sener * Trath, 
reſer he Poe Condition of 
Nature, to ſeparate them from the 
Commeree and — of the Heathens, 
ee. oe Kur Aden on in 
e lead them to the 
mn them from any 
ertain it is, that the 
ton, which had been in- 
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SAP. Moſer and S. Fal 28 4 — inwward 
Deut n , Purity of Heart; and. thoſe only weis 
29. Called true Jeus by the latter, which were 
wid. och, not outwardly, . but 1 RIO ly. We 
know therefore, that Wr ſpiritual, 
| and required inward Purity, as well as out- 
Ward Practice, according to that Command 
of. * lead by —— to 459 + Children of 


© an bob. ig e ee 8 

25 But this cor ng ah Cale, ; ob cor wn 

to paſs, that Juſtification was not by the 

Gal.4i.16. Law; for i it is vrritten, By the Works of the 

Law ſball no Fleſh be juſtified. St. Paul 

has ſatisfied this Queſtion, where hem tells 

3 viii. Us, that 7 he Law was weak through the Fleſh. 
Ib. vil. 12. The Commanament aas indeed, boly, Jul, 

and good, and the Law a perfect Rule of 

| D4 x. 125 Day, gs hy Man that ad the things cin · 


17.5 


1 was 5 Man, the Man Chriſt - 
excepted, that ever did them? The Weak⸗ 
neſs of the Fleſh, the Impotence of fallen 
Nature, was. ſuch, that no Man ever dd 

5 or could pay that perfect 7 
© the Law required; and ſo all ca 

CLurſe of it; for it is written, Cun 


in Caſe of D 
the + Miniftration - ,  Condeinne 
were not Sacrifices appointe by hel, 8 
in Caſe of Tranſgreſſions, and ther 
Cure „ e for the Diſeaſe They were 
; but, alas! they Went 

but a little Way towards che e, nt 
6.07: Abe Bes "bk, — Aan ae IÞ. 3 
) - therewunto Tb. x. 1. 


: not : waſh ——— 
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two Hanifeſtations of the one groat Scheme 
of the Redemption of the World 
3 rr bat of u, 
in its Time and Place, was the Twilightof 
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was loſt fo the Soul by the 
nicated Infe on of Sin from. the. 


ane. Nothi 8 . af 
Nature of the Soul, or 
ar Lredeem afallen Soul; 3 but it m 


n 


PY 


aMeetneſs | 


i ee Kas dee e B. w t f. 
generation! reſt only upon "this finple Text, 
. we mut allow Fae ny eftabbithed; 
but this is ſo far from being the on ' that 
it wk ſet forth under great \ ariety of An- 
Expreſſions, on purpoſe that we might 

1. let in no Uncerta certainty as to the Tag 


8 ; * * 
ö 3 * 
; * 


oo xi. hy is ſaid” to put en Cb; to hate! m 
Eph. i i. dueling in bis Heart by Faith; ; to) be Tre | 
bs. 3. e n the Spirit of bis Mind; an ; and and that. 
Aan. vil as ma: ny as gre Jed by the Spirit of God, tho 
aft ide Sos of Go 14. In like manner = 
2 Cor. v. the yew Creature; "the 1 new Mon ; ; the Bane- 
"Ep 3 cation of the Spirit: to be born | 
5 2 Yo 7 fo 0 5 alto? unto GU 1 744 
UC 4.44 Crit; . M Wh 1 ew 1 finciple 
4M 8 of Life in the Soul, which it has, not in It 0 


T1 Kier Article of our Faith to a De. 
1 Nor does jt ſtand 50 the 

ö · ge of 'a few picked Paſſages, but 
ry makes 


7 
— 


makes 5 coptidereble part ef the ge age 
of the New Teſtament : Nay, it is both , - 
the Bottom and Top of, all Religi ion: An” 
that Chriſt, has 19785 and Tufferea,” V as in 
| order to bring about this great Work: 'of 
Regeneration in us; and the Sacraments 
he ordained,” are Sol the outward viſible 
Signs and Means of it: In a Word, all 
that Man has to do in this World is te la 
bour after, and obtain it; and all the Hap- 
pineſs he expects in ther x I , maſt 170 the | 
Reſult of i WE 7 TE 5 
Let us now, in one then View, 8000 
all the chief Duties of the Chriſtian Religion 
accord and harmonize with this' Principle. MO” 
Repentance, and Faith, confeſſedly ſtand at 
the Head of this Catalogue; and theſe are | 
theGround-work of this new Building, the * 
two main Pillars of Goſpel Salvation. John 
the Baptiſt came to prepare the Way, 3 | 
preaching the former; and his great Maſter 
began his Miniſtry with Repent, and believe Mark i. © 
the Gehe. Seen, The Evangelical Vire"5* ; LL 
tues 'of Hatniliey,! Meckneſs, Patience, Hope, = 
batity, Ge. ate all inward Habits IR Fa "© 
Traces felative to the ſpiritual Life; N 
a; difpoſe the Soul for farther Communica- 
tions of the Holy 2 and make it a ft 
„ e Manſion 
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Spiritual Ht 


2 ib, the 


or, 


theſe Duties tends to purify the Soul from 
all the Droſs and Diſorder of irregular Pal. 
fions,,and keeps.it free from all undue At- 


tachments to the Things of this World, which, NB 


by irreſiſtible Diſtractions, call off the At. 


tention from Divine Truths, fix it on ſenſible 


Objects, and render the Mind incapable of 
favouring the Things that be of God: It 5 
therefore by this kind of holy Violence 


committed on ourſelves, that we reſiſt the 
Motions of corrupt Nature, break tho 
Bands aſunder which tie down the Aﬀec- 


tions to Things below, and ſo take the King; 


dom of Heaven by Force. TLaſih, This 


Principle of Divine Life and Love, wrought 


in us by the Holy Spirit, ſtands cloſely con- 


| nected with the whole Syſtem of Chriſtian 5 
Morality; it is the only ſure Foundation 


on which it can reſt, the true Source from, 


This is the Altar which ſanttifieth the Gi Gi ft 
in all our Offerings, Whilſt we act in and 
from this Principle, 4 Cup: of cold Water ; 
al intitle us 102: Reward; and, witha i 


Matth. 
x. 42. 


which it derives both its Beauty and Virtue: 


Sermon Manſion for his ſacred Reſidence, | Thirdh, YT 
a The Doctrines of Self-denial and V ortifica, 
r laid down in the Goſpel, arß greatly 


1 ſobſervient to this End, as the Practice of | 


1 1 as... AA. N "EN 


of nd the pe 131 5 
it, ken 5 we give "rs aur Goods to feed the an ; 
Poor, 257 ou. Bodies 7% be Burned for Reli 
gion, 11 will profit us notbing. As therefore, Cor. xi. A 
when we add unto our Fuith Virtue, we gives „„ 
Evidence of its being a Goſpel and liv 
Faith; ſo when our Virtue proceeds from 
our Faith, as the genuine Effect and Fruit 
of it; and we can truly: ay. With the 1 
apoſtle, The Life, which I now ive in the Gai. i Tho 
Fleſh, T live by the Faith of the Son Be God Pp. 5 
ho loved 7 me, nd gave himſelf fo 1 
Works then, and only then, become good 
and acceptable to Godby hut 2 i 
We have had much Diſputing of . 5 
about Juſtification, whilſt ſome have taken 
the Side of Faith, and others that of Werks, | 
thus dividing thoſe Things which God hath 
cloſely joined together i in the Chriſtian Life; 
and therefore no Man ought to put them 
aſunder. If indeed no more was meant by 
Faith than a mere hiſtorical Faith, a bare „ 
Aſſent of the Mind to the Credibility of WO. 
Things (in the Language of the Schools, ) ass 
far forth as credible; a Belief of ſomething 
extorted by Dint of Argument, riſing no 
higher than moral Evidence can force it, and 
Aa e under the ING of Soul 8 
e eee ſubtle x; 
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Heb. xi 
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Spiritual Wi or ſhip, the Re rgio 


Ss Wes ſubtle Diſputant; 3 if this be all that 18 meant 


by Goſpel Faith, it would indeed be Matter 
of Wonder, if ſuch a Faith could juſtify ; If 
this were a ſaving Faith, I ſhould think the 
very Devils capable of Salvation. But ſure- 
ly we do not mean, that this is the Faith 


of which St. Paul ſpeaks ſo many great and 


glorious Thin gs; that Faith by which the 


i. Saints of old ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought 
. Righteouſneſs, obtained the Promiſes, ſlapped 


the Meuths of. Lions, and did fo. many 


other marvellous Works : It cannot be {aid, 
that ſuch is the Faith defined by the fame 


Ib. xi. 1. Apoſtle. to be. the Subftance of Things biped 


7 the Evidence of T, hings nat ſeen ; put 
ting us into a kind of . preſent Poſſeſſion of 
the Promiſes, and ſetting Divine Truths 4 
fore ts Mind in all, the Light and Power 

Demonſtration: It cannot, I am ſure 
"Ih any. Truth. or Propriety,. be ſo faid | of 
it. The Faith then that we contend for, s 
"truly Chriſtian and juſtifying, does not ariſe 
from hiſtorical Evidence only; much leſs 
dds it conſiſt in forced Speculations, or the 
uncertain Concluſions of human Reaſon 4 ; but 


fh. i. 8. 10 of higher Extraction, even the Gift, of 

| | God: Te isa Seed of the Divine Life in he 
"Lou, growing up in a MR Approx 
I foward 1 


%... Fr. 


towards e and brir 
Fruits of the Spirit; a ' Faith working ' WAY _. 
Love, producing Obedience to all Got's $ Gal. v. * TE 
Commands, and abounding in good Works, 
according to that Meaſure of Abilities whict = 
God hath given us: It is a Power from on 
high, at once enlightening and converting 
the Soul; it is that Yi&ory whereby we 
overcome the Werld : And, to ſum up alli in 1Joh. v 4 
this emphatical Concluſion, it is hereby 
that Chrift” becomes Immanuel,” of God Matth. 1. 'Y 
with us, and is made unto us Wiſdom, ' and*3 5 — 
Righteouſneſs, and Sandlification, | and Re- . 
demption. og 
Chriſtianity thus confi dered'as afp! 
Religion, and thus highly perfective of the - 
Soul, comes repreſented in all the Beauty of 
Holineſs, and worthy of the Son of Gd 
for its Author: In this View of it, Chriſt 
crucified,” though to the carnal Man a Sum- 
bling-block, and to the ſelf-conceited Philo _—_ 
ſopher Fool; iſhueſs, is, to us who believe, he 1 Cor. i 1 
abe, of God, and the Wi Halen of Go. 
But how different a Picture of it has Been 
i drawn by ſevetal of the contending Parties 
of profeſſing Chriſtians, and how unlike * FOO 
the Divine Original! How has Zeal for,” 
Or or Zeal 0 uſurped 


N about Matters. * . fp of A | 


om, Aabroe, and, is mt pure, then peare- 


Ib. 3.20; effectual Way to the Rigbtec 1 


3 m9 5 71 : 8 ay ? 


the greateſt Animoſities where the leaſt Dif- 
i. ference,) inſtead. of that Wiſdom pf og 


able! And (O may it never be repeated!) 
ipſtead of Brotherly-kindneſs and Charity, 
What Violence and Bloodſhed, on account of 
Religion, have disfigured. the Face of Chrifi- 
endom, as if the Wrath of Man were the only 


whneſs of 
Cod! Good God! That thy pure and holy 


Religion, which was, deſigned to recover in 
us the Divine Nature and Image, ſhould be 
made an Occaſion and Pretence for cm- 
mitting ſuch. Outrages as are even a Re- 
proach and Diſgrace to Humanity! Bleſſed 
Jes! That thoſe who are called by thy 
moſt boly Name, ſhould turn the Goſpel 0 
Peace into a Wee Sword to run 
and deſtroy 1 


8 5 ” 1 


Are we 1 in Eſpentisls? W. 50 hen 
d we. quarrel about Cirgurſteptials ?. Are 


we all Members of the ſame Body? Why 
then do the F ellow-members war one againſt 
another? Are we all the Sons of one Fa- 
ther travelling towards the ſame Country? 
Mb then do Rectheen thus fall out hn, Wm 


= 0 . 


Ind; boaſt.0 f U tis E burches all 
they pleaſe; but, — wag atho- 
lick Spirit of Love, they want one neg. fry | 
Mark of their being of the holy Cathiolick 
Church of Chriſt. , It was from juſt ſuch a 
Nara way of Thinking, the ſame Cor ö 
tractedneſs of Heart, occaſioned by plaeing 
the Whole of Religion in outward Things, 9 


8 and little 7 hings, that the Woman, in he 5 
Chapter f from whence the Text is taken, 5 


EE ſaid. to our Lord; 'How is it that thou, being 
4 Jeu, aſteſt Drin of me, who am a Woman 
of Samaria? And it is from the ſame Prin- 
ciple, that the ſame Spirit ſtill prevails; and 
that under a Religion 5 muh ee wi 
moſt diffuſive Bene volenee and Charity 
whilſt ſo many in the { woo a e of 
Chr endem. harden their I ea 1 | U Sir ne Le - 
Brethren as Hereticks and Reprobates, ſay⸗ 5 9 
aſs, Here i is Chr: 65 or, bot. fre: Is then I 
450 Ban er eee, in be confined: Bene 
- which theſe Men ſuppoſe? Is he, by a Ma- 
jority of Voices, tied down to the Decrees 
of a Poße or Council? Limited to any par- 
ticular human Eſtabliſhment? Or ſhut up = 
: vithiy the narrower. Incloſure of -anpidS =»: - 
"L906, ED © 4 dividing or 1 


ng from k > Je onght wot with 0 616 
s, his Kingdom is of wider Extent, eh 
| in the Hearts of all Chriſtians, however 
utwar. ly diſtinguiſhed or diſperſed :' And 
where there- is true Repentance and Faith, 
Iumility, Simplicit and Purity of Heart; 
ere is the Temple in which he deli ehteth 
to dwell: This is the aces of 
Saints ; for they are influenced and guided 
by ene and the ſame Holy Spirit: This ig 
that myſtieal Body, of which Chriſt is the 
—— er er eee and here >= 


Bot muſt there not vor Outward 

15 Viſible, an welt as any — and Sp 1 

= pation of the Church, 15 indeed 

Pal. xly. all I within; glorious in the Orna 

14 ment of a meet and quiet Spirit, and glo- 
rious in the Charms of unaffected Piety, and 
all Divine Graces: But then the is alſe 

| comely and decent in her | Appar; 1 

| Government and Diſcipline, her Offices and 

: es, have their — Fitnei : 

1 their Uſe and Excellency : Like the Scrip- 

Tim. i; Lure, they are profitable for' Ducirine, for 


16. . 5 * Correction, for Infiruthion in 
_ Kogt bt ronjart 5 


the more age 1 . riding us 
up in the Divine Life. It is 2 
Teachings of the Word, a right and «due - 
Adminiſtration of the Savjvinaiza;) amd re 
8 uler and ſolemn Celebration of Dininei Ser- 
vie,” under God's Bleſſing, that the Mind 
preſſed with faving Truths, the Aﬀece 
raiſed: to heavenly: Things, and the 
Work of Grace both begun and catriod on 
thereforoifor an one to 


in the Heart: An 


a Way as might lelen. 12 Epe | 7 i 
diency or Neceſſity of an outward dead W 
and Oy" ould 50 we erverting 4 


n Secjprarey — 4 


2 of the Church in all Ages and would tend 0 
to exchude one Part of the human N = 
from its Share in the Service f God, e 
— Part Socrsfice;” holy; and\acceftat rc. 2 
bie umto God, t ou eite Service. | ; 
ut then we are to remember, that as the 0 


Soul is of a more excellent Nature chan he 
Body, ſo is the Part it bears in the great : 
Bufineft 5 1 Land r on whilſt 


2 74 7. 7 Ae Rabe, 
ÿ that we ao worſt 
in Spir 1 wenn Der 


— the Miniſtry. It indeed with 
an humble Senſe of my great Weakneſs, 
and a deep Conſciouſneſs of my Unworthi- 
neſs (I ſpeak not this in a feigned Humility,) 
that I take this Office upon me; but I hoe 
my well-meant- 2 Zeal and Love will plea 
its Excuſe: But need I make any Apology 
for it? Is there not a Cauſe, and is it not a 
Time, to exhort and encourage one another, 
like true Yoke-fellows, in the good Work 
that is given us to do, when Infidels and 
| Scoffers do the ſame in the worſt of Cauſes; - 
— have ſet up their Banners for Tokens 
and appear in open Defiance againſt ile 
Tord, and againſt bis Anointed ?' God be 
praiſed, we have not wanted, nor do ye 
want, our Champions to go forth againſt 
theſe uncircumciſed Pbiliſtines, to _ 
them with their own Weapons. Their 
"i and Objections drawn from Red 
ſon, Philoſophy, and human Lea rning, 
have been fully anſwered in Defences ratio- 
nal, philoſophical, and learned; and the 
e which have been taken on e 
ides 
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Sides out of the a Quiver 16k WY I 


on theirs; but as, Braten Reeds; whilſt: ours. 


have; been ag Arroms in the Hand gf the _ n 


Giant. But, though ſo often confuted We 
haye not yet been able to put to Silence the 
| Ignorance of, theſe Fooliſh Ven: What ſtill 
remains wanting to this End, may your 
Learning and Abilities ſupply ! = G forth, 
and be valiant for the Truth; and may the E 
nemies of the Lord be found Liars before you! 
But true Religion hath its Adverſaries of 
a 5 Denominations, with whem we have 
to do, as iciout and Profane, 


the openiy Viciou 
and its falle Friends, no leis danger. 


mies, the ſelf- righteous Moraliſt, and the 
decent external Profeſſor, WhO ſleeps o 
ſoundly upon the ſoft Pillows, of hb Fehn. Fo 
But neither are we unprovided for theſe 
alſo; for we have Wea von of a Divine 


| horn, hald hefme.in H 
Of this Number are the Sword of; the Spirie, 


which is ſharp, and powerful, tha Shield of 
| Faith, and the Breaſt- plate of. Righteouſneſs. 
Thus appointed, my dear Brethren, we may 
declare boldly, not only againſt the Un- 
nighteouſneſs, but alſo againſt A 
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2 Cor. x. 
4s 5+ 


_rat Falling-off from che Life and. Spirit of 
Form, and mich pair the Power, of 


ani e, thine a C Corel of "Peitdted 
Rags, that hinders Sinners from ſeeing the 
Corruption of their Nature, and the Ret. 
tenneſpoftheir Hearts ;) and ſhall be nf 570, 1 
through God, to the pulling down the Strong- 
Hal of Sin and Satan, caſting "down. all 


| ene and every high thing that ex- 


F again the Knowledge of God, 
and Wing into Ape _— Thought t fo 


| the Obedience of br. PA DCA ee 


And can it de doubted, i xethe; the ut- 


* Stretch of our Teal and Dili gence for 


the Glory of God, and the Good of Soak, 
be at this Day neceſſary, when there is ſuch 
a viſible Decay « of true Piety, fuch a gene- 


Ohr ſtianity; w Vere is but little of the 


and when Cor: 


Love for the Things of this World, have o 


| : — iufccted all Orders and Degrees of 5 


If we . our Vlerfores of Refigion 


I be the Goſpet of Chrift,"or the primitive 


W N will appear „ 07 .ag 
Times l. When that which, in the purer 
Days of, the Abele would have Deen SY 
looked upon as. ſhort of the ordinary. Stan- 
dard of the Chriſtian Life, is now ſtyled 
being Ri Zbteous oer - much; and When a 
Degree of Piety and Zeal for the. Honour 
of Chriſt, and the Parity. of. his Religion. 
above the common Level, ſhall: go near to 
make a Man a Bye word among 8 
10 a World thus ſettled on its Lees, 
thus ſunk in Softneſs, and wrapped. up in 
all the; Deluſions of a ſee ming Security, , 
and falſe Peace; we are to cry aloud, and 
ſhew the Folly, Sin, and Danger « of eyery 
State and Condition that comes ſhort of a 
Goſpel Righteouſneſs, A World thus be- 
ſotted, aſleep, 2 85 dead in Tre ſpaſſes and 
7 Sins, is to R no 8 
ſmooth Lectures, "on. moral V; Irtue, but by - 
ſounding | in their Ears the Terrors of the 
Tord; And, ton World decking and con- 
tenting itſelf with the outward Forms off a 
Phariſaical: Religion, we muſt. preach the 
Neceſſity of being born. again, of beg jo John ii ii. 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good We orks, and { Eph. ü. 
of that! inwar Righteouſneſs and us — | 
pit thout wich no Man Hall fe. the Lord 
| And, | 
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1 
* 


the Diſcharge of this 
in theſe Things: ne 
ragement a that Truth is on 


Li * 71 E ek IS: 


Now when t 
ec int * 
and to the Gra; the 
B rethren, „ What . 
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ter of tis” "Thouſand Souls 
ad" os he "Fatth 0 
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8 Preaching 


inning 


= 


LAT 


hriſt in Th 


the Apoſtles, ) 
the Work e n the Hearts of Sin- 
ners! A convincing Fake of t 


Power of the Hol 


cended upon his Embaſt: idors, and render 
cir Miniſtry effectual to the Converſion 
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e arent Nam hy to the 
Temple, many of them doubtleſs, led by 
a gatüral Curioſity to ſee ſo extraordinary 

"hp —_— ; Noun peg bo ig to be | ea 


Obedience to Tr 155 ot 186 were come 
up to Feruſalem to the Feaſt : For though 
from the Time of the Babylon Captivity 
they were diſperſed almoſt over the Face 
of the whole. Earth, yet they religiouſly 
kept the Paſſover at ceruſalem, ; and many 
175 ſtayed there till, after the F caſt of. Pente- 
ch, which was. inſtituted © in Memory 
of the Delivery y of the Lay on No 


Sinai. e 
Peter being 5 y che I oy Ghoſt, | 
takes Occaſion from this great ä 
of People to preach unto them Chriſt a 
Saviour; to ptove to them from theilt on 
Scriptures, that the ſame 1 10 whom 555 . 
— Ke was. the Meſpi 4 


__ we” 


told; and to inſiſt upom his een _ 
from the Dead; arid Exiltation at: the Right 
Hand of God. Upon which we read; that 
they, i. e. ſuch of them as aur * 
pricked” in my A pg 

and Brethren, 

Pine Jada tein 8 — cool 
tized every one of you in the Nume of e 
Ctrift,' for the Remiſfion of Sins, and ye ha 
receiue the Gift the Hoh 69. . 
Aud ' with" Oy other un a a 
and exhort. TL SEL 

Now here it is obſervable, ff; How 

God Almighty makes uſe of Natural, in 
conjunction with Supernatural Cauſes, to 

bring about the gracious — 
Salvation; and dy a wonderful Caſt of 
his Providence improves the moſt common. 
and to us ſeemingly accidental Occurrences, 

to ' the Mani feſtation of Bis Power and 


he together by mere natural Cariok X 1 
to ſee ſome new thing, no lefs than Three 
Thouſand Souls were cungbt i the Net of 
che 'G opel, by thoſe gt 3 

dur Saviour fotenamed the 


w Church dpon e 
1 


IF 


% 


. be [eng 4 in like 1 manner, 1. 4585 een 
> pricked to the Heart, where he c y er. 
pected Entertainment for the Ear. ach 
2h. We may learn hence, chat. the 
Lord hath appointed the Ordinance of 
Preaching, as the moſt general and effec. 
tual Means of making Converts to Chriſt, 
cven in Preference to Miracles. And were 

it poſlible to make the Calculation, I doubt 
not, but for one Perſon proſelyted to 
Chriſtianity by the Miracles. wrought by 
the Hands of the Apoſtles, Hundreds were 
brought over by their Preaching: oy. | 
it is plainly declared, that. a Miracle would 
be ineffectual where Preaching, is 2 9 4 


Lake xvi. fitable, F they. will not hear Moſes uni 


3'- the Prophets, (for they were. preached to 
the Jews every Sabbath Day,) neither will 
they be perſuaded though one. roſe from the 
Dead. Now, Who will ſay, that the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, which has brought Life 

and e to Light with Br Evie 

dence than was ever done before, is not 

as powerful a Means of Conviction as the 

Law and the Prophets? — Beſides, Mi- 


. declare no Truth; they only bear 


Teſtimony to the Miſſion and Authority | 


2 * 


al him that works thew, and fo * 


TY 
* 


ao 801 of Bis Senden >; ah 8K 94% 
Preaching is the Commiſſion itſelf: : And: pod, = 
therefore,” the outward. Evidence and _ 

thority of Chriſtianity being once efta- 
bliſned, the Work of Converſion Was 
ee to reſt upon Preachi 

ſtanding ! in ihe chen of Chriſt 

for err? 

But eh carnal. Rat” aver wiſe! in 

his own Conceit, will be ready to aſk, | 

If Reading will not do the Buſineſs full as 

well ? Are there not as good Sermons in 
Print, as any chat are Preached? And there- 
fore, may we not receive as good Imgeo . | 
ment in our Cloſets, as at Church? : 

I anſwer, that Reading even the bell | 

Books, however excellent a Means of 
Knowledge in its proper Place, will not 
do ſo well under the Neglect of Goſſ pel- 
Preaching, tes People have the O 
portunity of attending on it. We have 
no Warrant to ſet up this or that Method 
of Improvement, in Oppoſition to a Dine 
Command. Faith and Grace are the free | 
Gifts of God, which he will beſtow upon 
his owiiTerms:. Andif he has been pleaſed 
to ner thoſe" to b in Co 
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ae ? Follow God in his 2 RE | 


FR! hope N obtain the Bleſſing. 


na waſh — Jordun Kren . Pamcs, 1150 
4 Promiſe that he ſhould be cleanſed of 
bis Le eproſy, the conceited Syrian, li 


theſe Self- Willers, was for being Healed | 
2 Kings r his own Way, or not at all: Are nor, ſays 
Damaſeu 


"3 * Mang and Phaipar Rivers of 
Better than all the Waters of Tfrael? And 
better Rivers: perhaps they might be; but 
vet he might haue waſhed: in them Seventy | 
Times Seven, and not have found his Cure. 
In like anner the Three Thouſand that 
Ire Xonverted :.on-'the Day of Pentecof, 
and the Exmub that was going down.to 
Erbipia in his Chariot, might have read 
all their Lives long, without attaining to 
*  faving Knowledge of Jeſus, Chriſt, if 
he had not brenght the former to hear 
S6. $9 "and jo a A rear on 
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Kiter 
But to come 6 che EPA Bs 
cn St. erer Preaching had 

his Hearers, as expreſſed in the Verſe of 
the Text: * . icked * 
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An endifectaing l Reader: thay as ke: wy DR 
two Paſſages in this Chapter, to ſuppoſe ET 


that the Compunction of Fleurt here/ „ 
ken of, was owing to their having had" 

Hand in ſhedding the Blobd of Chr 01 
foraſmuch as Are Foe ems b 

t de wh arge As in the Verſe preved- | ; 


Sip Zech, that God hath” made Wr kn 
fame * - whotes ye baue truciſied, 3 

Lord and 0 Chriſt. But the Accuſatioh ls 
only againſt rhem in general, as Jews, an 
of the ſame Kindred Green e, Ain 
thoſe that had this horrid * 
Fact; and is not levelled ut them in 
e For feveral of them came from afar, 3 
K in the uhRare of this Tranſaction ; a 1 
were probably unacquainted with the Perſonm 'Y 


"oY 


* J 


5 The ble 1 Note ain of the: wie | 'Y 
£ 6 25 "Obſervation is this, That the pio. | 1 
of thi Heart OT 5 7 of, was =—_ 3 
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aJners-; "ark: as duch, liable to Ar Wah 

and Vengeance of Almighty God : And 

the inward: Remorſe and Anguiſh of Soul 

-which they felt at this Time, Was the 

Power of the: Spirit of God working i in 

them; whoſe Office we are told it is, to 

John xvi. C] the World of Sin. It was a Stroke 

8. of the ſame Sword, which ſmote St. Pau 

__ © tothe Heart at his Converſion, when trem:- 

bling and aftoniſhed he firſt | owned unt 
Adds ix. 6: for his Saviour, and cried out, Lord, V 

alt thou haue me to do? And-which, pon 

the like Occaſion, pierced: the . Failer to 

the Quick, when he ſo haſtily: addr 

Ades ri. Pan] and Silas in the Priſon; with, Sirt, 

3% What muſt J do to be ſaved ? Mir iv-th 

Spirit leſs mighty in its Operations now, 

than it ee rs Word of God/i 

ſtill guzck and  powerful,- and when ſent 

home to the Heart by an Impulſe of Di- 

ine Grace, does as fully convince, and 

_ effeQually reform, as if it came out af 

the Mouth of St. Peter or St. Paul. 

And here 1 am led to ſpeak a Wore of 

F I rea indeed en 


- | r 


of the — —1 


ſpeedy Propagation of Chr iBianity's and 
the Rapidity of the Progreſs which the 
* Wer e its firſt Entrance into 
fforded; a nong many others, 

oof. of its Divinity >fides, 
| t of an early Education 1 in the 
Principles: of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
onſtant Opportunities of attending on the 
Means of Grace, are eber which 
ve enjoy, hut they did not: And there- 
fore it is, that:che. Buſineſs ofi Religion is 
ſuffered: to be carried on by more gra- 

ial Adv 8 ces in the Soul, and as it were 
Step by Steps; whereas Numbers of hem 
were uſually proſelyted to the Faith at one 
Time by a ſingle Sermon: 80 that be 
Kingdom F God, or the Coming f the 
Sin of Man in the Goſpel Diſpeniaion; | 


might well be compared to Lightning, Mart. 
netD i out F tbe Eaſt, and ſbinetb 


which 
even unto the Vt; ſo quickly did the Light 
of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, cos 


Weſtern: Parts of the Wend. But N 


Nebeſſam to anſwer . — of vhs 


from} the. Eaſtern, diffuſe /itlelf over the 


N * —— —— 3 
pie: as en yet to :deny. hat 
Cons, nay, to 7 that. there are-not dam 
10 to contradict t Ex | | f 
bers, who have been awakened 
y the Spirit of God under mg 7 
the W ord, and ſtirred up 1 a won 
deriul and inerplicable Iaſlaenes on th is 
"ups WR bat they fþ 4% dh lde 


— Rain an 227 0 + Ft; mv: 
---L kpow that Experimental R hgion hes 
long been under much Diſcredi t with: us: 
And 1 am ſorry for it; be it 586 among 
others, a ſad Argument of the great. VE ay 

ef Godlineſs that is amongſt us. 
63 A great Part of Profeflants eee 
end 2 without knowing it; they 


eing. to. -Heaves wk the Way. 
cing- to God of Fon + coſts them. lil 
or nothing. Forms and 'Ceremonics, 
ſome external Works, ee | 
lh. n Jeapurity, «ad: for 
they « are. : well content to be: "Religious = 


42. 


% 


— Rate But 
thren, thus deceive y your: own 
this: 36: billing — 


tance: * Neither will —̃ä x 
tion ke us real — e. only 


the Roor of the Tree, and down. he iteven 
to the Ground: We muſt repent and turn 
een Lord erm Humiliatien 
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| 1e. But Sorrow a Sadneſs re Things | 
contrary. to the Bent of our Nature, wand 
lie ſo croſs to every Appetite 3 
| tion of Fleſh and 1 3lood, that few: People 
Matth. v. can bear to hear of Mourning and Morti- 
| Rom ca; fication! in Religion. We are called tl 
0 1 . Troublers'of Hrael, as Abab ſtiled Hiija 
7 — when we inſiſt upon theſe Doctrines; or 
ü 17. elſe are reproached with bringing — 
| Report upon the good Land, by giving ſuch 
2 1 depreſentation of it. But 
this we for we muſt take 
Human —ͤ— 28 we yy it, and Religion 
as we find it; and be content with ſuch 
ane, our —_ as Sin has made 
| e . 2], halo 
Had Man . in XY firſt Eſtate, 
and all the Sons and Daughters of Alan 
preſerved their Innocence; in that Caſe, to 
alk of Sorrow would have been bringing 
nge Things to their Ears, for nothing 
ral. but the Voice of Joy would have been known 
cxvil. 15. the Dwellings of tbe Righteous. .. - Bot 
| me The" t how'jy | 


, 
© * 


Sorrow a ade N for its Cure. Wc | 
Say not then to us, Speak unte us Jimooth lr a 
nee _ 3 them er Fo Fer 


a Koh to your: 1 i 

are frequently called upon in Duty 
arp Things, and to an them ſharp! 8 
ſo by any Means we may prick you; 10 the | 
Heart, and bring you to ee Met. ball | 
we do to he ſaved? at i395: 
But it may be aſked. . Why. God 
Almighty. hath made the Burden: of Sin 
ſo heavy, and the Work of Converſion ſo 
piercing dw. che Soul of the Penitent?, * m- 
Tor, 1 * WE. | 

Fin, That he doth this. i in noms 8 

Goodneſs to divorce our Hearts from Sin; 

by giving us a feeling Senſe of the Bitter- 
neſs and Evil that is in it. All the Argu- 
ments and Perſuaſions in the World would 

be inſufficient to prevail with us to forſake 
our ſinful Luſts and wicked Ways, if we 
were not to ſmart for them; if we were 
not to be humbled under the Remembrance 
of them, and to be terrified at the Sight 

of that Defilement which they have bro 


v.44 8 
LT 
— * 4 


$ixyon an the Soul, and its Danger on that A 


; * it N brings us to ſee our Need of 


Canis e on 


A "Gr; k This 1 Senſe of 8 "rn 10 


a Saviour, and teaches us to prize the Be- 
nefit of our Redemption by his Blood, 
People may talk of Chriſt with ſeemin ng 
| Revetence, and profeſs to believe in him 
with a Shew of Sincerity; but he is only 
ſweet and amiable to the Sin- diſtreſſed 
Soul. As Liberty to the Captive, and 
Sight to the Blind, ſo is Chriſt truly 
ous to the labouring and heavy laden Peni 
tent. Grace then truly appears Grace, 
when Sin appears to be Sin. — Whilſt we 
think ourſelves i in Safety, and all to be well 
with us, in a vain Confidence of its own 
Sufficiency, the Heart of Man 1 
dut, as the Devils did, What have Tt dh 
with thee, Jeſus 1 But when the Soul is 
made truly ſenſible of its Sin and Miſery, 
and finds itſelf finking Sr the deep Waters, 
it then flieth unto Feſus for Fon, 
with Peter Rent out, 9 1 od 2 
periſh 1 2 
ere det 


Heart tor Gates OY makes it both recep- Sx 
tive and retentiye of its 1 ri 1 
breaks up the fallow Ground, and * 


ü a * 
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ceſs to the Word of the Lord. On Soil 
thus prepared, the Dew of 4 kg a r 
and Inſtruction deleends as Rain 
Fleece of. Wort ole ET 
What is the Realm. That! 8 | . Ward | 
preached i 1s attended with ſo little Profit t to 
a Souls of many; inſomuch that neither 
the Promiſes nor the Threatnings, neither 
the Mercies nor che Judgme ents of the Lord, 
as ſet forth by us, have any more Efe 
ſuch to bring them nearer to Go 


1 CS the Whiſtling of the Wind? 5 Or if 1 
our Sermons are liſtened to, and perhaps | 

the Style or Matter of them, commended, — + | 
yet they are unto them, but 45 9 lovely Song Back, | 7X I 


of one that hath a pleaſant Voice, and an 
play well an an Inflrument ; for they bear > 
the Wards, but do them nar. What, 1 ay, 5 f 
i the Reaſon of this, but becauſe . ou | . 
have your Hearts as Flints, 6 - ,, _ 
To the keeneſt Arrows from the Quiver, = 4 
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ſo neither can it bring forth Fruit upwatd, 8 
Your Conſciences are yet unawakened; ; you 


| ate yet in a State of Spiritual Death: May 


the God of Strength ſupply the Defect of 


his Ordinances, and break the Gates of 


Braſs, and ſmite the Bars of Iron aſunder, 
tat Jaſus may « enter into Bs Temple, and 
dwell there! 


But perkaps; u We ate "otticr* Reaſons 


that come in for a (hare in the Cauſe of 


our Unfucceſsfulneſs. You ſee, that we are 
Men of like Pafſions and Infirmities wic 
yourſelves, and have 'not yet attained to that 
Pitch of Perfection which we preach 0 's- 
tber: But let not that prejudice you againſt 


the Means of your own Perfection. We cel | 


and lament our Weakneſs and 'Unw 


2 5 neſs, and we confeſs our great Need of 


Forgiveneſs at the Hands of God, and ou 


Need of Your Prayers to God for us: Bit 


yet, to ſuch as we afe, is 4 Diſpenſation 
Cor. ix. committed, and Woe be to un, if wwe preach 
„ Goſpel. And tho” yew have ths 
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is not the Inſtrument, but the Power and 
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muſt effect your Converſion : Beſides, thoſe 

pure and ſpotleſs Beings, as they have no 


Defilement in their Nature, and experi- 
ence no Corruption in their Hearts, ſo nei- 
ther could they ſpeak: ſo feelingly and: af-. 
ingly. to yours. This however is certain, 
that tho they are Miniftring Spirits, ſent He. 114 
forth to miniſter _ for them vue ſhall be Heirs 
of Salvation, yet unto us, and not unto 
them, if committed the Miniſtry f Recon-2 Cor. v. 
ciliatiun; and accordingly, tho an . 
gel was ſent from Heaven to Cornelius to 
comfort him, yet he was directed to ſend 
for Peter, to hear the Word of God at? Ae x. 5, 
his Mouth. Now then, though weak and 
unworthy, yet we are Embaſſaders for Cor. v. 
Chrift, as though God did beſeech you by us ; 2 
we pray you therefore: in e s FOO be . 
e to God. 
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And now, TTY os Brethren, 4 vo 
0 delivered" to you a Meſſage of Life and 
_ Death; and how am I pained for you, leſt 
you ſhould chuſe amiſs? But God forbid 
that you ſhould chuſe Deſtruction, and refuſe 
| Converſion ! May He direct you in your 
Choice, and ſupply the Defects of his Meſ- 
4 ſengers by the All- powerful Working of his 
Spirit, that you may be priced in your 1 
45 Hearts, andcry, What ſhall we do to be ſaved? =, be 
And may the God of Heaven incline 
{hike Ear unto your Cry, and help you, | 
We you: call upon him * che bond 5 4 
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and che ollowing Chapter : In the former ' 
the Apoſtle enumerates ſome of thoſe extraor- „ 
dinary Gifts which were beſtowed on the” : 
Church in its primitive State, as the Work-. 
ing of Miracles,” Propheſy, Diſcerning' of 
Spirits, Diverſities of- Tongues, with ſome | 
others, which, tho different in kind and 
Operation, yet, he tells the Corintbian r, 


were Vouchſafements of one and the ſame 1 

Spirit, various Adminiſtrations under the 

ſame Lord and Head of the Church, and 

therefore to be employed with a fingle 5 | 
3. TEES en If bots TY” {33 5 755 "oe eee to 1 | ; 
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_ 1 852 made 


he 500 Habu fe mier 
from the mutual Relation and Dependence 
of the ſeveral Parts and Members thereof, 
the Neceſſity of friendly Agreement and 
true Fellowſhip, of perfect Harmony and 
Union amongſt all. the Individuals of the 
Church, whatever Difference there might 
be in their Gifts and Endowmentsreſpedtive- 
x,, her thaſe who were diſtinguiſhed with 
the higheſt and moſt honourable Allotments - 
ought not, upon that Account, to be high- 
minded, and lord it over ſuch of their Bre- 
tbten as had received leſs; nor theſe. on the 
other hand repine, becauſe of the Inferiority 
of their Office, as tho they were leſs uſeful 
or neceſſaty in the Osconomy of the Church: 
But that, as they had received all of tbe 
ſame Spirit, and were joined together in one 
Body, ſo they ſhould jointly contribute their 
Supplies to the common Welfare of the 
Whole; and as Fellow- Members, cheriſſi 
the ſame Care and affectionate [Regard one 
for another, that ſo there m might be no 
ä Schiſm 
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out the Grace of the Spirit, deſeri bing; its 
many excellent Properti 3, and ce neluding 
with that well known Preference — Now 
abrdeth'. Faith, Hope, C , theſe thr, 
Bur the greateſt of theſe'i is Charity 5 — 
if we reſpect the Dignity of its Nature, for 
ener excrtient. N are 1 af 
Nat e MP A ern — 4 
comforts us e Expe Sta ic n of 
good T hings, but CHARIT vis a preſent Ear. 
neſt of the good Things themſelves ; and 
| e it is likewiſe, if we reſpect its Per. 
manency; for Faith ſhall be p up 
in Viſion, and Hape will terminate in 

tion, (for when that which is ae cone, 
then that hich is in part ſhall be dune away) 


but (Charity will be the Enjoyment itſelf in 


its fulleſt Accompliſhment; for where; all 
1s Love, there all is Joy and Peace. In a 
word, Ouanrrr aſſimilates us to An. , 
unites us to God, and endurelh f Lever 
"Charsty ever Fatlethcr»: * Ai NS by "A der DEAL 
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= Colfidetation of the 8 — * — 
ivine Nature, concerning which many Perſons of eminer 
Piet 98 ſpoken ſuch tied Things: But; hre the =. 
vailidg Dulneſs and Corruption of Man's Nature, we find, 6 
Fro, Arguments, drawn from this Source, are not of ſuch | 
Wee e us could be will'd 3: arid that their Influence ex- 
1 than to Perſons fitted by great Elevation 
e Spirity and AbſraRtedneſs of 9 (nd, I, I may add. 
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Man was an mew — — 9 
not: _— 9 ——— 2 forth. his 


| 3 God I __ ate . ; our Nature 


: fathome ak a not at- 
tain unto this Wiſdom neither in the Height 
above, nor in the Depth beneath: It is 
bigher than the Heaven, hat ebulaſt thou _ 
deeper than Hell, what couldſt thou 
know ? The Meaſure of ſuch Love is longer 
2 the Earth, and broader than the Sea. 
Oagclude we then, that the wiſeſt and beſt 
Jeathens, for want of Revelation, could 
not attain to any Degree of Divine Love 
com Wr to the Meaſure of the Chriſtian, | 
N | being 
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bug a reg, uh q waintd wh the Dear of Zod's 


| Gati ji. 10. t0 them a killing Letter, pronouncing Death 
| * i. on their Diſobedience, whilſt it gave them 


Divine Wiſ 


touching the Attributes and 


the Suppoſi 


Fal, wes, Hot e Dey 


— ſaw, both in the natutal and meral 
World *, in any juſt Conſiſtency with the 

n and Goodneſs: And this 
rendered their Conceptions and — 


of God perplexed and dark; and therefore 
nder that the Worſhip of 


we the leſs wort 
| che moſt knowing among them was little 
better than ereting an Altar To vhe u nhnou 


God. G he nh HEhhw⁶, e in 


To the Jews,” indeed; God: recdchſafeti 
Diſcovery of his Nature and Will, and gave 
them a Law for their Directory to lead them 
to Himſelf, fer the End of the Command- 
ment was Love; but they attained not to che 
End of the Commandment, and ſo it became 


. Their 5 oy = firſt ve Riſe 5 
7 of A Duality of ar held Tor the 

moſt e. Philoſophers in their Doctrine of = two Prin- 
ci les, the one of Good, the other of Evil. The former was 
led by the Perfian Magi Oronaſdes; the latter, \Arimanius. 


This abſurd Error, under ſome- Alteratior and Improve- 


ments, was e adapted by the Manithaams in t 
#hird Century. See Bayle's Pic. Le: MAnICE@ ans, Sec 
ale Theol. Ancienne, pan Chev, Ransar. 
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Pipenten, even — gar and 
therefore however glorious th 
of Condemnation was in the Promulgation 
of the Law, and in the awful Diſplay of 
God's Power and Majeſty, yet. it was to be 
done away when He who was the End of 
the Laty for Righteouſneſs ſhould come, 

having neo Comparative Gloty in reſpect 

that Miniſtration which ſo far excelleth in 


e Miniſtration | 


Cloty; when God's Juſtice ſhould:-give rtr 1 


Place to his Geodneſs, and Merey rejoiee 
againſt Judgment. Hence we may ſee the 
abſolute: Neceflity there was of Goſpel alva- 
tion forthe Recovery of fallen Man, in that 
n outwärd Rule of Action , tho 
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7% The.Buaigy of L Divide SR a4 à ſanctifying Pin- 
2 ciple i in the Heart, made no Part nor Promiſe of the Moſaic 
Diſpenſa on, ſo that Man's Nature could not be reformed 
by it; ang, therefore, the Prophets and holy Men under 
the Law not ſaved by the Law, but by the Regenera- 
ting” I es Chrift working in them, a ſpeaking three 
them. Salvation was then the me free Gift, and by the ſame 
free.Grace, thro Faith, as now, tho not revealed in the Way 

of - #pnblicle- iſpenſation agen when that 5 er 
Covenant took Place, whoſe diſtingui ty and Pri- 
| vilege i it kon be. with fein all the bs Fal ander #4 
that the Divine Laws ſhould be within them, as a pdwerful 


living. Pringipl of Love and Obedienee, — not written in Ja- 
 bleg of Stone, but in the fl JſolyTables of the Heart, with the 22 


rit af the Living God. Jer, XXxi. 33. 2 Cor, iii, 3. Heb, x. 16, 
n Divine 


5. gr: nnr e Could lead him to 
— . God in the, Way of acceptable Lor e and 
Obedience, becauſe of the W akneſs of the 
\Fleſh in its State of natural Corruption: — 
Gal. üi. 21. fhere had been a Law given which could har 
given Life, verily Rightengfneſs Þ wld bw 
teen by. the Law. 2 2001 
And now we are led to 2 wonderful 
Myktery of our Redemption, God n 
in the Fleſh to deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil, even all that Sin and Satan had done 
in our fallen Nature. In this Conſolation 
of Trael we have the Subſtance of all Types 
and Shadows, the Accompliſhment of all 
Promiſes and Prophecies, and the Fulfilling 
of the Law for all them that believe to the 
Heb. i 1, 2: Saving of the Soul. God, who, at fund: 
Times, and in divers Manners, ſpale in 
- Time | paft unto the Fathers by. the" Prophets, 
— both in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by bis 
Sen.— And what was the Meflage? It was 
Love; for, ſpeaking of all them that receiv- 
John xvii, ed Him, he faith, I have declared unto them 
20 thy Name, and wilt declare it, that the Love 
 avherewith thou haſt loved me may be in them, 
and I in tlem. Now, in an Evangelical 
2 Cor. v. e God's Name) is es; for He was 
"NF FI | e eee 6+ euer Chriſt 


inſtructive Leſſons 


his Spirit, to ſhed abroad the Love of Go 


And therefore with great NY thei, 

Goſpel ighify Glad Tidings ee 
And as in the Proceſs of our Redetmjition 
y Jeſus Chriff we behold” one great contiZz 

wech Myſtery of Love, ſo, as was the Work 


ſuch alſo was the End of it, vig. to bring: 


back Man to the Love of God; for as in his: 
Departure from this conſiſted his Sin and 


Ruin, ſo in his Return to it lay the only 


poſſible Means of his Recovery. To this End 
Chriſt lived a perfect Pattern of Divine Love, 
teaching us thereby to follow his Steps: To 


this end He both preached and practiſed 


zern 


Poverty of Spirit and Self Denial, by ſuch: 
to | caution” us againſt 


placing a ' fancied Happineſs! in thoſe Poſ/ 


ſeſſions and Gratifications which only ſerve 
to alienate our Affections from Him wWhB 


is the ſole Fountain of true Felicity: And 


to the end that He might bring about a to- 
fold Recokciliation! between an offended 
God and finful Mar 
flaying, by the atoning: Blood of his Cr 
. the Eninity betwixt them; and now con 


„ He laid down his Life * 
roſs; 


ves; under the perfecting Diſpenſation of 


in our g and to give us Power to be- 
W 5 \ . ü 


* 


. come whe Soraoi God, by: . ache of 
WYN the Divine Nature. e 
W öbere is the le, herd 16 he Di pu⸗ 
ter af this World, who go about to rob the 
Chrifiian of his beſt Hope, this Hope full of 
Immortality, and to ſap the ſureſt Fbunda- 
tian of our Love to God, by labouriny 's to! 
undermine our Faith in his beſt I: 5 
us? But know, Unbeliever, that he 
Chrift crucified may be to the carnal Heats 4 
Stumbling- block, and to the conceited Wiſ- 
dom of the proud Diſputer Fooliſhneſs, yet 
to us who believe He is che Power of God, 
and ibe Wiſdom of God. Look up, O Cbriſt. 
ian, and meditate on the Sufferings of thy 
 Heeding, dying Saviour, think on thy Sins 
which pierced his ſacred Side, on the Death 
of the Croſs he endured to deliver thee from: 
eternal Death, and on the Shame He deſ- 
piſed to advance thee to Glory ; and when 
chem thinkeſt thereon; refrain, if thou canſt, 
; owning, that as no Sorrow was ever 
like. his Sorrow, if ho Love ever equalled 
his Love. How comes it in general that 
we are ſo little affectetl with theſo Views of 
his Redeeming Bf Is it-riot: hecauſe our 
Heatta are mõre immovrable than the Earth 
8 8 ra aſe 6 1 25 
le OC 


ka, wohich,.rent, ot his;Paſ s ge 
burn they not within us? Why TOE oy, SY O 


not into Flames f holy Gr eng ar 


_— > 


Wu Ac | Net 515 | 
ures and frech une you Jets? Ee 
a fad Confideratign.! becauſe, we. — _ er Are 


ſo, — tot the World, to the Crca- 
der a 9. our Luſts, and therefore, 


Place e in m aan — — Let us then caſt.qut: Joh. 
our Idols, 50 put away the curſed Thing” . . 1 7 
that epa ates. by etwixt our Saviour and, gur Ic: 

flags op han, we ſhall know ha.” 
Lobe of God.meaneth,—Give ae thy HeartPro e 
is; the, Voice, of the Lord to eyery Son and 
Daughter of Adam; n; and if we will, but - 
conſent. to the. Conveyance, - He, will re- 


pleniſn them with his Love and the Gr des 
of, his Spirit, at ind they ſhall become ; Tem- Cor. i iii. 


les of the Jrving, Gad: In his Light ſhall we C. 
tee. Light;gang in his Love 


mall we, feels. 
Love: For this excellent Grace. of CHA 
Tig t the geauin Offspring, 24 
ſtate Spirit, but a pure Enznation of . the 
ons fouls eee 


c Squree..., opium: e win veredralvims 


t us paſs from the fir/t to 


this Commandment... hows. : — I Toba i iv, 
N 15 that 


21. 


% 


— —ñ—Pm — 


— 


by” +] that' be, obo bueth 0d nas at. ro 


184 A'Sermm 


. e 1 £226 * IT. * 2492 A 
dei peg, 
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ha N this! Bran 
Rank and Eminence amor eD of 
, the Chriſtian Life, and le and the firſt:? 
It was our Lord's Command to his Diſci. 
ples more than once, that they ſhould love 
John one another; nay, He makes it a Badge of 
J their Diſcipleſhip: It is laid down as ae. 


& xv. 12. 


wi. 35, ceſſary Appendage of our' Love to « God; a 
2% wit Mark of his dwelling in us; a''Teft of hl 
Ib. iv, 12 Faith. To which we: may add, that it is 


1. the very Spirit that animates-all the relative 


Duties, giving them Life, Direction and U- 
niformity: It is the Spring of Truth in 
all our Words, and the Bai 

all our Dealings: It regulates our Obedience, 
ſanctifies our Alms, and ennobles ever 


fort and Well-being of Society, that, where 


the Principle is wanting, 5 praftiſe ng I 


very Appearance of it is confidei 


— — Part of Education, and Politentls | 


is made the Subſtitute of Benevolence 3: 
eſtimable is that Virtue, whoſe very Com- 
terfeit the World holds reſpectable. But, 


Fin we mean! hs th ee en 0 e rr 


of Juſtice l is 


Social Virtue: It is ſo neceſfary-to'the Co. 


2 rr 


bite Profeſſion of it will nee rok 'OUT=" 
ſelves nor others; for a feigned Virtue, -; 
it is without Power and Solidity, ſo it mui 
want Effect and Ce nſiſteney. ee ft ft | 
Let us now, my Brethren, bring or ourſelves 
to this Teſt; _ us een ſelves: 


Chrift is th: — of Bades and 
Charity is the Life and Soul of it: Is then 
the Love of God ſhed abroad in our Hearts, 
and have we fervent Charity among our- 


fem. X11, 


as much as wie poſſeſs of this Heavenly 
Treaſute, ſo much have we of rie 
ny, and no more; and that without it 
all Zeal for Religion is but Contention; 
all Modes of — but - Formality; 
and-all Orthodoxy ion. 
Charity, or dr to vicNeiy bour, may 
ively be conſidered under this threefold 
Diſtigchionz the Love of Affection, the 
Love of anselm Een n en _ 
 neficence,”. TEE A The nad nh; 03: 
By the firſt Sami not "clude? n ir 
Principle of Tenderneſs which we — in 
ourſelves towards our Deſcendents and near 
Mud for this has its Ground in Nature, 
and 


. a iſe + perl 255 
E — Do capab 


Wen e is in no 


do I 6 — of Feiend, 
tip which, we — in the World, —— 


— — — — — B ut, 
= —_— Affection here, I underſtand 
poſition — St. Jobm lay 


; * un | Bes how — — We — a na 
paſſed from Death. unto; Life, becauſe. we. lme 
the Brethren :- Now. ſuch are all they who 
their Souls, and are led by the Spirit of God 
to ſet their Affections on Things above, and 
to order their Lives and Converſation as 
(ambit the GalpeLoof: i: —— Jhis 


— hare Death itſelf 30 . ueh ate 
| if ar be, to lay down their Lives 
for the Brethren: : Such was the Love of 
the Primitive Chri/t:ans even to a Proverb, 
3 and the ſame will be the Love of all true 
C Chriftions' to the End of the World; for 

i they are dirided: or diſpetſed 
—__ through- 


ee e 
of ——— pertaining 49 


They 22 myſtical Me aun 
Head, Fellow ces ofthe fruned r 


Fellow-Eravellersto den eue ge. 2 


and will in the End orm 0 le. ol 
Chureh Triumpbant in the everla ing 


dom of our Ltd ad- Saviour Jeſus Giri. 


In a Word; his Evangelical Te 
thing leſs!“ than a. D Divine ] 
Soul OmMm#yr 


M7 Tg 


takers: of it, in à holy Fellowſhip of ſuch 
Love, Joy, and Peace: — ra; 
ſtanding of all other Men. 


But as we are te lote the Brotherhood; 


ot e 20 
"ya: «44 — 5 5101 5 1 


We e gte to h 111 hed, for 
een 


VV Members "bf Hh — Abe Cnc are yet 
Aliens from che ſpiritual Commonwealth of 
1 5 — mg hog ir 5 of 


per — d "ee i hope a 
hings, and therbfore u 0 Wait 
— for the Time when h fa 
God to bring them nigh by the Blood of 
Chrif, who are now afar off: "Accordingly, 
the'- charitable Cbriſtiun labours for the 
Converſion of his Brethren in the Fleſn; 
prays for thoſe tat pray not for cheriiſelyes; 
ſtudies to convince the 'Unbelieving;-1 
reclaim the Erroneous; and thin noting 
too much to do for thoſe Souls for which 
Chrift died, if ſo — that by ung Means ho 


Nay, tho”: bis Over be undelervedlynil 
ſpokeniof;' and when he ſpeaketh 
of Peace, their "Saulsi/everlaſidiig? Pea 
they, make themſelves ready for Battle, — 
requite him Evil for his Good-wil yet 
even ſo, that Charity, which ſuffereth ſong. 
and is kind, endureth all Things, even Re- 
5 proach * and Perſecution, with FB _ 
Forgiveneſs, not rendring Evil for Evil. 
2 * 


a ailing wa Railings Put ; conrerimiſe IT 
| Bleſing- Thus is Charity kind to, chofg 
that hate; and ry us, and fo. ſau 
thr opy which if -S NO. higher: than.a | 1 
Exchange of Good - Will and good, Offices, 
and ought, therefore, to be 2 ra- 
ther as a vittuous Kind ok, Ti affic 


Goſpel Grace. 2 0 e 
I come, thirdy, Me of Charity un 
as View. of Beneficence to the Back ail 
in this Light we behold it in its Fruits, 
the Principle called forth into Act, and 


2 — n 1 


TY 


the”. tg Pat 


nerdy B > roy £2. PHO 1065 10 Io | lenge | 
And here let it be obſerved,” that as ue 
produces this Bffect to the 
Extent! 6f our Power, io it is this inward 
"Di poſition that dignifies and conſecrates the 
© as Ack: For as there may be a miſ- 


our Bodies to be burnt for what we may call 
ſuch, and yet without any true Love for 
Were, in our Hearts; ſo likewiſe the ſame 
Apoſtle tells us, that we may beſtow all | 
our Goods 10 feed the Poor, and yet nt... 
l withſtan din 8 J 


Hh 


| 


8s withthding 
\ or ts Spc ite of real 


Beets ubich n the HA , 905 <3 


4 2 — is that. which lays Claim to 


ſtian Benevolence: Add oe thi various 
7 f of the ſick and lame Poor ofoir 


our preſent Attention. ee een ee 
And here it may be temarked in Behalf 
of :theſe-Inſtitutions,'-which 1 think holds 
true of few others, even the moſt excellent, 
that the Invention of Man has not herben 
able to furniſh us with any Odjections 
them; which Argument concludes, no es 
ſtrongly for their confeſſed. publick; Utility, 
than for their. beine founded .onithe. molt 
nde un: — which. — — 
amend Foundations of this Kind to gur 
— Support, and ſome 
which challenge a Preference. of Rund 0 


them above maſt others:] 


As, Feri. if we conſider de Gene of 
the Diſtreſa. Poverty :joined to: Sickn 


or to an ulcerated, broken or diſlocated 


Frame of Body, ben ** upon 


human 


ee ſuch plated Sufferin 88 6 can 
move; for a Lazarus at the Gate is, indeed. 
{moſt affecting Orator, where the Hear 


is not hardened to a Degree of — 
OE PTY 'than' * 71 i et . 0 | 72 ai | 


* 


Houſes of yy" 
ſect t to his jetty: ab Are — 
it: As to the former, ed | 


he! Poverty of the Pantes (o Be 6g ted: 
And as to their bodily Maladies, there are 
few 2aſes' Which do not explain themſelves. 
by correſponding Symptoms, or can elude 
2 ſkilful Obſervations of the Perſons ap- 
: PU to — and examine them; ſo 
that it is not g te nce but 2 not an 
lis our " ompationns Regard.” And, 

ſent" in and Selected — hg | 
of this our mr mans: erke ence, Con- 


. ae publiſhed," LI a | free 


if 28k: 


minute 


of the 


| n r l "5 4 1. ” 
4 A third Raste chis Charity is the 
Care taken to promote and expedite, in 
beſt R 2 nner, the Cure of the | : tier by's 
voluntary, regular, and: gratuitous. Attend. 
ance of Phyſicians and Surgeons of approved 
Judgment and Character in their Profeſſio 


td; 
and who on that Account, as well as by rea- 
fon of+'their:charitable Care in directing all 

Things relating to Diet, Cleanlineſs, and o- 
ther needful Accommodations, may due 


ſtyled principal Benęfactors to this excellen 
Work, whilſt we have the Satisfaction 
1 ſeeing the Benefit, intended to the Poor by 
our Contributions, taking Effect at the 
eaſieſt Expence, and e lered the 
more extenſi eee. be 
J. eren een ee 
We 3 from:theſs een 6, 


— nf” thei. Viſtatians, dich me. 
may juſtly hope for from the Patients inthe 
future Part of their ee And here the 
Benefit of · theſe Houſes will riſe: in-Propot- 
tion to the greater Number who feceiue 
their Cure in them, than: what: could rea- 
e expeRied. under the Want;.of 


1 8 ſuch 


d Spirits, 2 from an ac- 
t vigorous State re- are 
runaway. with our Seriouſn ind to 
ry us into Vanity, and a Forgetfulnes of | 
our Creator. But when the chaſtening | 
Hand of the Lord is upon us ; when: Sick - 
neſs or fractured Bones have ſhaken the 
Walls whereitr we truſted, and brought 
f down our Strength in vur Journey, the Pride 
of Man is naturally humbled, the hard 1 
Heart mollified, and the Afflicted taught to 1 
cry unto the Lord in his Diſtreſs: : Thus | | 
does He diſpoſe us to ſeek: for the Strength 
and Succours of his Grace by the Weakneſs 
and Sufferings of our mortal Nature, and 
ceiſts us down on purpoſe that He may liſt 
us up, that we _—_ know and feel, that 
our Help:cometh: even” from the; Lord, who Pal. „ 
bath: made\ Heaven nd Euartb. It is our 

to improve theſe: weaning and inſtrue- | 
widences to the Spiritual Welfare of „ 
our Brethten, and to co-operate with them 
by err ys the moſt likely Means of their 


4:46} O Cure, 


bs 


ce 


s gide the additional . — 9 — 10 


the 00 ras, morn "Which, botlily Aﬀic- 
bein 4 ; todd, IA 


ings, to and 2 

may, when they depart, have cauſe to mr 
upon this eee 1 18 drr, . 

have: been here. 

And here our Subject leds us to Emes 


1 _ 'fad Havock and Deſtri Action which Sin 
| hath brought upon 


the Earth in the various 
painful Diſeaſes and 8 mn the 
Conn. vel Morta 


dee of a grad 8 
violent Attics of a'Calenture or 
inſomuch that it may truly e ſai 
whole Body of Mankind, that 
of the Foot unto. the E 
Soundneſs in it; and well, therefore, ma) 
0! World de ＋ do one Treat In- 


/ 30 | — "Du. 9 5 art . 
| and. to Deptt Zea, return... Qught WEN 


Servants. ſeding that. we eueelves allo are 
in the ſame Cendemnation! But, alas the . 
Malady of Man's Nature is gone ſtill deeper, 5 
it has reached the immortal Part of it; na 
it was the Diſcaſe of his Soul which entailed | 
that Corttiption. and Mortality upon his Bo- 
dy, on account of which Man, in his high- 


eſt earthly ene 15 cee the _— 
that periſh. . r ) 
Me read that Almighty God. upon. YE = 
ing 4 Survey of the Six Days Wotk of Cre- 
ation, prohounced of every thing which 
He had made, that it wes very good: How 
beautiful and perfeRt theh muſt he have been 
im his better Part, for whoſe Sake all Things 
were ereatetd |. How excellent. that Creature 
who was made in the Image, and aſter the. 
Liktnefs, af his Crextor | But he luſted af- 
ter the Vanity of: Time, and ſo loſt the ä 
Biebes of Eiefnity; together with his in- MY 
nocence hls Divine Light, .and Love, and | 
Purity, depatted froth hitn Oed made Man 2 | 
1 7 but he ſought. but many Inventions ;** 
: he 8 e be. happy independently. of , 
God, and ſo loſt bis ee in Him. 
ye O * Hence 


Fen, er * Wr fad lan: from 
e Life of God: Inſtead. of Heavenly Wil. 
hs Bs dom, a ſerpentine Craft; inſtead of Divine 
Love, groſs and corrupt Affections; and, 
in the room of that perfect Harmony in all 
its Powers and Faculties which tuned the 
Soul to Peace, all the Diſcord and Rage of 
conflicting Paſſions.— Behold, O Man!] in 
this thy aggravated Miſery of a tene 
Soul and Body, the Greatneſs of thy Fall, 
and ſad Apoſtacy ! But behold alſo the 
Greatneſs of Redeeming Love, the infinite 
Compaſſions of thy ſo much neglected 82 
Eck. avi: viour] who, when thou waſt caſt out in the 
5 5 P ehen Field to the loathing of thy Perſon,” paſ- 
VER by thee, and -when He ſaw thee polluted 
5 in thine own Blood, ſaid unto thee — Live. 
5 I paſſed by tbee, and looked, upon thee; andi 
ſpread my Shirt over thee, and covered thy 
= Mats, Ded, 1 fware unto tbee, and en- 
- "tered into a Covenant with thee, ſaith the 
Tord God, and thou becamęſt mine. This 
| "Diſplay of our Lord and Saviour's Com- 
nNnniſeration and Love to the fallen hum 
Race is beautifully figured in the, Meroy 
which the good Samaritan ſhewed to the 
7” wounded Nene that- fell among 
1 RY FR 4" 3 Ty 1 Env. 1 02 - GDI. 
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paſſed by, bp afforded him no Relief; for; AN - 
neither the Law, nor the Levitical Mini- | 

ſtrations, could avail to Man's Salvation 3 

ſuch Help could only come from the Great 
g Phyſician of Souls, and Friend of Sinners, 
who Himſe F took our Infirmities, and n Match. 
aur Sickneſſes: And the Lord that heal: = I 
eth is his Name. But tho' this be the Infide _ 
and Spirit of the Parable, yet the Moral is 
drawn from the Outſide and Letter of it: 

Did the Samaritan ſhew Mercy to the 
wounded and diſtreſſed Jew, miniſtring to 
him the Means of his Cure, and defraying 
the neceſſary Charges of it? Go, and do thou 
likewiſe; be merciful; after thy Power to All, 
and ſhew thy Loye to God by this Proof of 

thy Love to thy Neighbour: For wbeſe i Johnii, 
bath this World's Good, and ſcerb bis Brother ? 
baue Need,” and ſhutteth up the Bowels of . 
bis Compaſſion from 1 5 wy eee, the | 
Love of God in mn. "5 eee 50) prone. 


1 8 * 
5 — 


la) For le foiritual Interpretation of this Punble 1 in 6 7 
Reference to our Redemption by Jeſus Christ, ſee St. 57 4 Mo 
Nu. Evang lib. ii. as alſo, Contra Pelag. Hypegnoſt. lib | 

Chriſt wor oft in <ulgaribug parabolis etiam Jublmiors = 
gun myſteria nobis commendare i ita certe hac in parabola aum 
rganter nobis eee Chriftianiſmi ob ander Nisgi- 

id. Chemnit. Harm. Evan Fre in, loco. Fd 


ses alld the er Homilies o oy the anl. 
Hom, = XXX, | 
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4 vi. Au Mourning, 


ff 
8 
. ay 
% 


* Fellow-Chriflans, ' with” additional” Porte; 


plead; and, above all, whe 


I here to fetch any Weapons 
moury- of Elequenco, nor 


deus to . open to your * that 


21 


"home to us,” as 


and the Oceafien' of our pre eſent Meeting 


5 . R 


therefore let us tu 


Hart of . the Wife is there; and "thence 


learn à Leffbn of Humility, à Leſſon ef 


Gratitude, and an Rxereiſe of Charity.” hou 
ers I to confider only my own Un⸗ 


fitneſs to be your Solicitor this Day, I ſhould 
| have much Reaſon to be diffident of Sue 
ceſs; but when I cenſider whoſe Cauſe 1 


plead; > when 1 conſider before whom k 


whoſe Name I plead; oF wilt not, I cannot 
think, that 1 ſhalt plead in vain. Nor need 

fre m the Ar- 
ek to engage 


gives a particular” Emphaſis' to itt Aud 
y aur Thoughts to the 
for we arc told that the 


T confider in : 


A 


the Paſſions on nay Side with artificial Strains 


of Rhetorick, ſeeing the IN TR IAE v itſelf 


affords the moſt perſualive "Motives to urge 


2 Seat onate, Relief; and it would be 
ſufficient fo r this 5 | 


rpoſe, would 


30 


Atraphy 8. . 


atre of Woes, Where dining 
Convulfions, a agobjaing Throw 's, — 
8 Nee 


* be Milton's Pad Lai, Book xi. Line . 


1 Ulcers, the Torture of broken and diflgca- tee, 
ted Bones, and various other Maladies ug es - 


Diſaſters incident to the human Frame, for 


one ee Scene both of viſible at 1 
Luce Diſtreis. i. down, 2 eal- 1 


Height 85 Op pule: 
theſe Sons and Þ res by 
knowledge your Brethren, en m C 
ſelves to be but Men; | did not He that HO 2 
Ware you make. them, and did nat one faſh-"* 1 


— 


an boch inthe Wonb?— Whilſt in the Phriſe | 


2 


| / your Steps, with Bulfer , xxix. 6. 3 
and; the Rock fours out to yo: Rivers of Of, 


let the Streams. of your'E refreſh, 

Hearts of tlie Sorrowful, dure your. Abun- - 
dance be the Supplement ae Wants, 

Thus may you 3 in Goodneſs ab in 


Howe 90 be counted worthy of d + bis ; 
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f In. een myſelf to: you 1 are box 

Station, placed ſafely between the | 
| two: Extremes of Affluence and, JIndigence,  . 4 
flefled. of what Agu " prayed: for: Prov. 2 


Chia, Neri We with his II . 
mitics . A Retrenchment of the Vaniti A 
Superfluities, or in the faſhionable Expence 
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The Difference of Judgment betwixt the 


118 0 and natural Man. concerning Divine 
things lyes 1 not in the rational Powers, or in 
the Acquirements of Learning, but in the 
different State and Condition of their Soulsz 
the one ſees them, by, a heavenly, the other - 
ſeeks them by an earthly Light, therefore, 
like the Horte and Chariots of Fire at Do- 
475 What! is clearly diſcerned by the one, 


to the other. How weak and | 
int / Was Nicodemus in his Conference | 
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ſay: This one thing 1 know, that whereas 
I Was blind, now I ſee.“ He who before 
was! ready to eaſt Stones at any that ſhould | 
tell him of his Weakneſs, Sin and Miſery, 
now ſees of a Truth and readily confeſſes, 
thathe is of himſelf p poor, and wretched, and 
miſerable, and blind, and naked. He Who 
once thought it enough to ſpeak eff eafully 
of Chrift, but felt no abſolute need of Him 
in his Soul, now ſees Him to be his only 
Hope and onlyHelp7” and that in Him alone, 
as the only begotten of the Father full of 
Grace and Truth, lyes all his Wiſdom, : 
| Righteouſneſs, Sandiification and Re demp-. 
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abundantly ſufficient of Evil took Place 
_ thro' Loſs of that Good, to make Man fe 


the wretched Effects of 3 to convinee | 


him of the Folly of his Choice and to lead 


him back to God by Repent nee : At ſo 
dear a Price was bought ry Know edge of 
Good and Evil“. e e ee 


Behold here, O Man, 45 0 ſecond fal 
Original, and ſee thyſelf in fallen Adam, 


and fallen Adam in thyſelf! Where now 7 


thy boaſted Liberty, the Sufficiency of 
Reaſon, and that conceited Dignity of "thy 
Nature which thou haſt learned to prate 
of? Why I tell thee from Authority ne Jeſs 
than facred, that thou art born blind; tha 
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and who therefore ſtretch their Invention to reconci 


- Diſorder and Evil that is in Nature with the infinite Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs of God, andto find out phyſical Uſes for the 
. lame; not confidering! that the preſent Con nſticution of Things 
zs in a mixt Condition of Good and Evil, and that if natural 
Evil in ſome Inſtances may ſerve by its CounteraQjon to re- 
ſtrain or remedy the ſame in others, yet that ſuch à neceſ- 
- ſity of working lay not in God; but is the gracious Effect of 


his overruling Power; for that before the Curſe all things 


were very good, and only became wie for moral Oles 
Mp Purpoſes to Man. 
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Leper all over, and from the Crown of the 
Head to theSole of the Foot there is nothing 
but Wounds and Bruiſes and pops 'S 
Sores; thou art 'likewife by Condition 

: Captivein the Hands of thy moſt deadly Ene- 
mies, and there is but a Breath of Air be- 
twixt thy Soul and the Pit of Hell.” vhs Such 
is thy Genealogy 
ſee! The good Samaritan is paſſing 975 — 
He ſtops He ſees thee in thy Blood He 
pities thy Diſtreſs and Poverty, Kerr comes to 
thy Relief He offers thee Gold tried in 
the Fire that thou mayeſt be rich; and white 
Rayment that thou mayeſt becloathed, and 
_ * that the Shame of thy Nakedneſs do not 
appear; and bids thee to anoint thine Eyes 
e with his Eyc-falve that thou thayeſt ſee.” 
be In a word, He is come to pay thy Ranſom 
and to looſe. the captive Chain, to do away 
ft thy Sin, and to heal thine Infirmities, and to 
give Power to as many as will receive Him 
to become the Sons of God: Bur for a 
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it there is Liberty in this reſpect alſo. Let 


it be remembered, that I ſpeak here of Free- 


dom from the prevailing Power of Sin, and 

not of ſinleſs Perfection: and this Diſtinction 
ought. to be well retained. Whatever. i is 
contrary. to the Purity a Holineſs of the 
Divine Nature has in it the Nature of Sin, 
and ſomething of this remains even in the 
Children of the Regeneration during their 
Ray. in theſe earthly Tabernacles; and there- 


fore it is that we hear even the Apoſtle com- 


lining of indwelling Sin: And yet this well 
conſiſts with thoſeWords of St, John, I lu. 
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regenetate Cbriſtian (taking his Name from 
his better Part) ſinneth not in that Dixine 
Nature of which. he is made Partaker, for 
the incorruptible Seed, which is Chriſt in 
him the Hope of Glory, cannot ſin. But 
the Law in His Members, that Seed of the 
Serpent- which. warreth againſt the Seed of 
the Woman, in his mortal * Nature (for 
e other) is daily 
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bad, but againſt Principaltties, a- 
| gain Powers, again the Rulers of the: Dork 
neſs of this World, againſt Spiritual Wicked - 
| neſs in high Places; yet in all theſe-things 
he is more than Conqueror thro Him that 
boveth him, for the Lord, whoſe he is, 
and whom he ſeryes, hath provided him 
with Armour, inſtructed him in the Uſe ol f 
ic, en cg him Victory i in the Battle- 
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that Sentence of Death in Himſelf which 
every Sinner feels upon the Law being ſent. 
home to his Heart with a convincing Power 
by the Spitit of God, filling his. Conſcience 
wei A pprehenſions of the Puni [Y 
ment due to Sin, and repreſenting God as a 
conſuming Fire taking Vengeance of all 
Ungodlineſs. Theſe flaviſh Fears the trou- 
| bled Soul oft-times continues under for a 
long Seaſon, the Remembrance of its Sins g 
being grievous unto. it, and the Burthen of 5 
them intolerable; and in this Wilderneſs 
State of Doubts and Fearg, ſurrounded with 
Dangers and Enemies on every Side, it tra- 
vels as did the Haelites in the Deſert till 
the typical Moſes delivered them up to the ty- 
| pical 7 u to conduct them into t] the] ro- 
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g elena, * hem we are | 
invited to come in Faith, that He may free 
us from this Bondage alſo, Zive us Reſt in 

Himſelf, and guide gur Feet in the way of 
Peace, according to that his gracious Pro- 
miſe, Come. unto me all ye that labour. pp 
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1p beet fourthly to bee That the 
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the World, that great Tyrant which keeps 5 
fo many Millions of Souls in Bondage. . 
8 We ear much Talk of Liberty, and ſee. 5 | 
: great, Fears and Jealouſies employed about | 
it; and indeed, my Brethren, Liberty is es 
precious thing and well worth the Care and 1 — 
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continue willingly the Servants of Corrupti- | 
on! What Man is he that goeth on to en- 
large his Defires as Hell; that he may add 
Houſe to Houſe and Land to Land, and ſev. | 
his Neſt on high? What Woman i is that who, E 
vearteth herſelf for" very Vanity, that ; 
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free, butt tell you ofa Truth, that all they 

who 46 mind earthly things ate leſs than 

virtuous contented Heathens, and D d greater 

Slaves chan the meaneſt Hev ers of Wood 

and Drawers of Water; they are Vaſſals to 

” their own. unreaſonable. and fooliſh Paſſions, 
; and Drudges to a ſhort Life which the very 

Fowls of the Air paſs with leſs Wretchedoch 

and Diſquiet. But when the Son of God 

hath Rabliſhed our Hearts with his. fres hp 
_ rit, we ure delivered from the Han 

theſe Lords and Taſk-maſters which have 

=: exerciſed ſuch tyrannous Rule. oyer us, we 
E know that He in whom we truſt both 

1 Soul and is a faithful Creator, a 

therefore Have niet to caſt de our * < 

ow: Him who caretly for us. 
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this Head is the Fear of Man in things 
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22 3 pd ae without mi- 
os ors Strength for the Work, like as the 
Egyptian Taſk-maſters exacted of the 
brews the full Tale of Brick without giving 
them Straw: Nor indeed is it in the Na- 
ture of an outward Law to give inward 
Power for Obedience: This muſt come 
from another Söurce, and fallen Man can 
only fulfil the Law of God by virtue of the 


Ta of the Spirit of Life, giving both: Wil . 


. fore © as Obedience could not be paid to the 
Law by Man, ſo neither could Juſtifica- 
tion be attained to by i it: This cometh by 
our New Creation in Chriſt Jeſus, which is 
that Grace of God which bringeth Salva- 
tion, and whereby we are made a willing 
People i in the Day of his Power, to walk 
in the Obedience of Faith; and:.* to offer 
up ſpiritual. Sacrifices acceptable to God 
by Feſus' Chriſt. Hereby the Will of 
God (which is our.Sandtification).is wrought 
in us, and Works of Righteouſneſs. (the 
Effect of a Juſtifying. Faith) are brought 
forth by us. In a word; * all 
Things obtain. their proper Order and 
pune The Tree is made 2 and 
there 
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af "the Sun of 22 F- 
1 the Fruit is good * D 
have theit Foundation in Graces, and the 


Service of God is perfect Freedom. We FW 


therefore greatly diſhonour as well as miſ- 
take the Nature of Cbriſtianity, when we 
repreſent it to ourſelves or others as conſiſt- 
ing in conſtrained Acts of Duty and out- 
ward Worſhip, i in a ſet Behaviour, a forced 
Converſation on religious Subjects, in talk- 
ing much of Chr:/t; or ſpeaking; Scripture 
Language: for Labour and Study to do 
theſe Things ſhews that we ate not yet 
brought into Chriſtinn Liberty, which is 2 
Freedom to Righteouſneſs and to a Life and 
and Converſation becoming the Goſpel of 
Cbriſi. It is then we can truly ſay, that 
his Yoke is eaſy and his Burden light, and 
that the Ways of his Religion are Ways of 
Pleaſantneſs, and that all its Paths are 
Peace; for in Newneſs of Spirit Newneſs 
of Life is natural, and therefore eaſy, and 
with Delight we run the Way of his 
Com . bath fer our Heu 
at 1 

But here lets it be are = way - Cau- 
tion to him who. is called to be the Lord's 
| Free-wan, that he be not high minded but 
fear, Is he brought into A Let 
- 9g. 26þ | | 4 him 
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e in bis Liberty with an Humble 
Daß ESR Heart; and have the endeten 
bh hs Cling ion on chem that are in Bonds; 
Even ler the Law to Chriſt, not preſum- 
F ing to 1 — the Day of ſmall Things in 
Out condeſcending to Men of low 
Pla and Bering their urdens a8 4 Fu. 
low-heſper with them in their Weakneſs; | 
a remembering that if he differeth from ano- 
ther, he hath nothing but what he hath 
received: ts a free Gift, and therefore ovght 
not to glory 4s if he had not received it: 
Beides, God is the Judge, and He putteth 
dopyn one and ſetteth ur another. — Again; 
Let him uſe his Liberty with Moderation 
and Prudence both tow: 


irds them that are 
withoit : and them that are within; for tho 
All Thing of an indifferent Nature be law- 
ful to him, yet all Things are not expedient: 
C briftian Liberty oughit to ſubject itſelf to 
the Law of Charity, and never be uſeill 
Where. it Way give Wien to't our TRE 
Brethren,” | 
I ſhall. — wich: the. een of 
ſome. few Particilars, | W erein the Son of 
God þith not ſet us free, to prevent ſome 
fatal Miſtakes cen dieß the Nias: of 
Ch. e Tick. n 
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Obedience and Sub) 


by Precept and His own Example: 
them that are in- Authority; and have Rule 
over us, as well for C nſcience fake as be- 
1ey are Miniſters of God to us for 

good, eit er i in the yy of Pycctrn u Br 
en K00U 1:0 75 ene ee ee 
11 Secondly,” wy hr not fet us * from 
conforming to the Rules and C Orders of 
that Society of Chriſtians with whom we 
ate in Communion, provided ſueh Ruleridd 
Orders do not reſtrain us from bringing 
Glory to God, by promoting the ſpiritual 
Welfare of our Neighbour, nor any Way: 
hinder our own Advancement in Godline 


for in theſe Things one is our * Maſter, even 
C, and no Other: d haha 

Thirdly, He has not alia away" r 
; fackened' our Obligations to any moral dr 


relative Duty; for theſe are 


5 bound: upen 


us by a Law that altereth not; and thers- 
fore Antinomian Doctrine is here Anticri- 
ſian Doctrine; tho' there i8 the '1eſs:Oc- 
caſion for Caution i in this Particular, as one 
E Part of "Chr 4 RG 1 Liberty Leong in 
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True Liberty the 
eſe Duties our 
Vice... 


res Choice and willing s 


. "RJ Lay, The Son of Gad does 150 Fo us 


ö ito from Afflictions, Ctoſſes and Temp- 
tations; for theſe prove the Chri/tian's 
Fidelity, exerciſe his Graces, and perfect 
him in the School of Chriſi. But in all 
Things wherein we are entangled and held 
to the Damage of our Souls and to the 
:endangering of our Salvation, if we 

wait faithfully and we upon the 

Lord, He will deliver us; i in theſe 

Things the Son ſhall cen us free we 

hall be free indeed. Hath He then cal- 

led us out of Darkneſs into his marvel- 
lous Light? Let us walk as Children of 
the Light and of the Day. Hath He 

5 reſcued us from the Power of Sin and 
Satan to bring us into the glorious Li- 
berty of the Sons of God? Let us ſtand. 

faſt in the Liberty wherewith. Chriſt hath 

made us free, and not be intanglef. n 
with the Yoke of Bondage. \ TK. | 

Now t Hin ako bath his and. re- 

dieemed bis People, that we. being. de- 
livered out of . the Hands of. our Ene- 
nie es ”y Jer ur Him without Fear, in 
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7 be Ade which bath been bid grow Wn, 
and from Generations, but - won i is "ade 
. "mane of 70 os Saints. 2 RE en ee OV 
7 11Hour ane Pt thick 
V fame Apoſtle, * Great is the My- 
t « ftery of Godlineſs, God was 
FE /mnanifclt i in the Fleſh.” And St. Peter, 
ſpeaking of the Riches of Divine Grace 
and Love diſplayed in our Redemption by 
_ Jeſus Chriſt, and preached by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, adds, which Thin 
« the Angels deſire to took: into” Im- 
plying, that the Work and Proceſs of Mans 
Salvation, as related in the Goſpel and car- 
gdm in the Souls df the Faithful, affords" 
Matter of Wonder and Aſtoniſiment to 
tes bleſſed Beings (how! little ſoever ſome 
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it) whe: a 18 a "Holy Cane defi, a 
to pry into this MyRtery of -ompathon and 
Mercy, that they may be furniſhed wir a 
freſh Theme for the Praiſe of the Dei 55 
Goodneſs, But the Holy A. 
ployed on many Occaſions and Mel 5 
lating to this Wonder of Love; tho 
intereft themſelves ſo much in the Ha 
pineſs of Men, as to-rejoice-at — (of : 
verſion; and are appointed to be their 
Guardians and Protectors under God, o 
minifter to the Heirs ef Salvation; yet as 
Obriß took not on Him the Nature of Au- 
gels, but the Nature of Man; o they an- 
not experienęe that Grace of God ö va nal 
bringen Salvation, as they do not need it, 
nor penetrate into the Myſteries of «Path 
Which s is neither ſuited-to their Nature mor 
Decalions : But yet they know enough ot 
the Lor e of Chrift for Mankind to give Glo- 
ry 10. Gg on High for Peace reſtored on 
Earth, and for ſuch amazing good Wal 
towards Men as is now manifeſted in . | 
gracious and wonderful - Oeconomy of their 
| Redemption: | The Myſtery then here I 
ſpol en of is the Whole IE dedemp- 
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B = House But = _ Falch w was this 
EH than Faith in that Redeemer, of which the 
; Ark was a ee and who ſhould: fave bis 
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the ur of: ob cone Moſes, the mm I 
| dictions and Reſemblances of the Saviour, 2 


in Bis Perſon and Offices, thicken upon ubs. 
the Law. being in almoſt all/1 its Miniſtra- VVV J 
tions and Services à School maſter to lead | — 
8 ſeiples « to: Chriſt; accordingly,” all its | | 


the very Strue- 2 
1 kowiſe theſe of che Templar ä 
vere/Prefipurations of this Bad: Ney e — 
n raculous Food and Water miniſtred to 
gelites in the W ilderneſs, their extta- „„ 
together with the. moſt iuſtrious and beſt e 
of their; Heroes, 1 d es, and Kings are con- 5 
ers; as ſo many eee —· · "4 | 
teach both them and us what Ch iſt | 
was to be, do, or ſuffer, in the F ullneſs of 
Time. for the Mrael of Gd. . 4 
heſc things Teig Hoe: we are not to un- | - 
dene by the Words of the Text, „„ 


dhe Myſtery.of Sv Salvation-weas fo hid 
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Herbs, it is due, had the Writings of 
* and the Prophet, 
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Wan Same the Meſſah ene F 
ginations, in the Likeneſs oe 
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ve left 3 15 __ 
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ality have brought to Light 1 

me Goſpel, *accotding to | 4 

the ſame Apoſtle, peak 3 

of "this Myſte „„ 


G in x aneh the Myery e #; Ho. 
Salvation was wrapped up; what ſhall we 
fay of the Heathen World? What, but 
_ that their Night was dark, and that their 
Lamp was dim ind: 3 


eed ? The former had 
Moſes and the Prophets for their Guides, 

fighificant Figures and Emblems; and ma- 
ny inſtructive 1 and Providences, to 
ſerve as the Moon to give them Henn in 
the Night Seaſon, and to re ect. 
a fainter Beam, the Glory o 


Mi Sub 6 0 f 
Webel which was haſtening his 
Courſe. to riſe upon them with Healing in 
his Wings. But wich the Latter it was 
far otherwiſe, ' for even the Light of this 
friendly Satellite was With-held from their 

3 To We was appointed no 


We to condi 
20 typical Ho N. to lead 2 


ons CEedenty Things, 08g 5 8p 
Fellowſhip of Prophets to direct their. View 
$87 thro 


55 e e 3 9 therefore 
ery yo ops 2 - 0 f 5 * : 


3 was. to them x hide le: er ' Myſtery in- 
deed, and the Darkneſs of their Deſpenſa- 


tion compared to that of the Fews 1s'rep ; 
ſented by the Shadow of Death. But 2 | 


we here leave them as deſtitute of all "nM 
as gut off from all Fellowſhip in the My- 25 
ſtery « of Grace and Salvation, and with „ 1 


N 


any Ray or. glimmering of Light to direct 
their Steps thro the gloomy. Vale to the 
unknown God of Mercy ?— We ate not „35 
warranted ſo. to. do, for he that made the „ 
greater Light to rule the- Day, and, the leſſer 1 
Light to rule the Night, made the Starz 
alſo: The: ſame Lord whoſe Mercies are = 
over all his Works, and who hath declared 43 
Himſelf to be the God, not of the Jews = 
only, but of the Gentiles alſo, left not Him — 
ſelf without Witneſs among the latter, . WW 
tho! He gave. them not the Volume of the „„ 
Book wherein the facred Truths of our Re. 
ligion are recorded, yet He left” open 3 
them the Volume of Nature in Which theß 43 
might, underſtand. the inviſible Things of 
a even his eternal Power and dhead, 
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dible it is; that 
the Whole viſible Creation bears Witnefs te 
the Divinity of that eternal Word which 
gave it Being“, holding Gut to us in that 
Analogy which ſubſiſts between Thi —4 
tua and divine many ſignificant Em Em 

vf redeeming Love . But ſtilł it 0 
confeſſes, and that with the moſt, profound 
Gratitade on our Part for the gracious 
Diſcovery, that moſt of the important 
Points 'relming-/to- our Redemption Are on 
i attainable by Revelation, 'x reicularly, 
12 wonderful Inſtance of Divine Lobe, 
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ping; O Sinner, Where ars ü 50 > Wha 
haſt thou ee dy Ot: how: great is thy Miſe- 
ry! He calleth them to judgment at- the 
5 thier of @vaſciciice; 2 that they may be con- 
vinced of Sin, and ſtand Self: condemned for 
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of Mercy, Pardon an 
dumme all ye t 
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